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should ſtern Adverſity's rude Rorms aſſail, 
Let not Jem1ma's hope nor ſpirits fait: 
In each ſad hour of ſorrow or diſtreſs, 
Still let her not deſpair of happineſs : 
Still let her truſt, the Donor of this Ring | 
May ſuture years of peace and pleaſure bring. 
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LET T E * XLVI, | 
Sir CECIL MOWBRAY to Sir GEO. MAYNARD. 


| London, 
HY, what the devil, George, are 
you about? Do you intend to 
bury yourſelf in the country all the 
winter? Your laſt deſires to know how 
I go on: well, I'll tell vou. 
In the firſt place, I'm in love. | 
Vor. II. B 9 That's 


* 
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3 That's no news But with whom?” 


ſay you. | | 
That's a queſtion, George, I can ſcarce- 
ly reſolve. Her name is Meadows, and I'1! 
challenge all England to match her—in 
beauty as well as in every accompliſhment. 
She fings like a LIxLEY, plays divinely, 
talks almoſt every language (I'm told), 
and dances incomparably. 
« But what fortune? what family? 


© «© what connections, Sir Cecil?“ 


Ay, George, that's the devil; for neither 
I nor any one elſe know an iota of theſe par- 


ticulars. She is at preſent an humble friend 
or companion of Lady Caroline Benſon, and 


has had, it ſeems, many offers of marriage, 
all of which ſhe has rejected; nay, even 
T (I almoſt bluſh to own it), I too have 
| proffered my hand, and been refuſed alſo, 
Lady Caroline is remarkably attached 
to her, tothe ſurprize of every one, as no 
other woman can expect to be noticed 
when the angelic Meadows 1s pre- 
ſent. Dudley, Darcy, Moleſworth, that 
n Greville, Meredith, and myſelf, 
| _ 
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with half a dozen more too tedious to enu- 
- merate, have all in vain profeſſed and pro- 
poſed the moſt honourable terms to her. 
For my part, I will own to you, that I ſhould 
have rather wiſhed to have had her on di 
honourable terms, as ſhe has no fortune; but 
I am too great a coward to make an over- 
tures of that kind: befides, there's a certain | 
* ſomething in her whole behaviour which 
inſpires one with awe. This is all I ſhall 
ſay about her at preſent, as there is ano- 
ther female to whom J muſt. devote 
part of this letter, but who is a very _ 
different woman from the charming Miſs 
Meadows. 

Lady Clara Fitzgerald 1 believe you 
have ſeen, tho” not fince ſhe became Lady 
Clara Belville. I had ſeen her, but never 

enjoyed the honour of an acquaintance. 
with her until ſhe married the Colonel. 
She is very gay; too gay, indeed, 1 
ſhould have thought, for any man to ven- 
ture on for a wife: neither would Colonet 
Belville have been the man, I verily be- 
lieve, had ſhe not made her love for him 
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4 uro or 
ſo public, that it was the common talk of 
every tea- table in town. Tis now ſcarce- 
ly three weeks fince the happy knot was 


tied, and yet I will venture to affirm, that 
ſhe has now no more love for her huſband, 


. 


1 


than if ſhe had never ſeen him, as ſhe 
coquets with all our ſex in general, but 
with myſelf in particular. Tho' I can't 
for the ſoul of me reje& the attentions 
with which ſhe honours me, yet I can't 
fay I am defirous of planting a pair. 
of horns on Belville's head, as I ſhould 
not chuſe to have the compliment re- 
torted upon myſelf, if ever I ſhould be 
fool enough to enter the matrimonial 
nooſe. But what can our ſex do, if the 
women will throw themſelves into their 
arms? This, however, my friend, is the 
. preſent ſtate of my affairs; and in this 
fate I ſhall leave them for the preſent, 
and put an end to this letter from | 
1005 Tours ſincerely, 

*CECIL MOWBRAY. 
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LETTER. XLVII. 


Sir JOHN DUDLEY to. Sir CHARLES WILMOT. 


from yours which I received *;yeſter= 


day, that you are obliged to leave England 
fo ſuddenly. I likewiſe yeſterday received as 


letter from my generous friend and patron 


Lord Molton, who writes me that he ſhall by 


be in town the latter end of this week. 


I expect his arrival with the utmoſt im- 


patiegce. And is there any wonder in it, 


my friend? I never had the happineſs of 


knowing my. real parents, . tho? ſcarcely 
have I experienced their, loſs, thro'-. the 


paternal care and tenderneſs of this wor- | 


thy, generous man. 

In one part of his letter he ſays, 
« Have you not yet, my dear Jack, met 
e with the woman you ſhould chuſe for a 


« wife?” I could anſwer, “ Yes, my 


* Lord, I have;“ but as often as [ think of 


* This Letter doen not appear, 
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the lovely Jemima Meadows in that light, I 
feel an inward monitor, who ſeems to check 
the thought. She, too, appears to have no 
averſion to me, but, on the contrary, 
treats me with a ſiſterly familiarity. She 


has numerous admirers, yet rejects 


them all. At the ſame time I am in- 
clined to believe, that if Colonel Bel- 
ville had paid his addreſſes to her, he 
would not have been refuſed, as I haye 
very cogent reaſons for thinking that ſhe 
does not diſlike him. She practiſes every 
art and method in her power, indeed, to 
- conceal her paſſion ; but from the agitation 
_. Into which ſhe is always thrown by his ap- 
. pearance, Jam convinced ſhe eſteems, 

nay loves him. I am likewiſe convinced, 
from a nice obſervation and compariſon of 
incidents and circumſtances, that Belville 
is equally in love with her, tho' he has 


PT, never given any public proofs of his par- 


tlality for her. He is an excellent young 
man, and, in my opinion, deſerving of the 


_ amiable Jemima ; at eaſt, I think he 
' merits 
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merits a better wife than I fear he will find 
in the woman to whom he has been re- 
cently united. a 

.- J's eg fingular, methinks, thaß 
nobody knows the real character or hiſto- 
ry of this Miſs Meadows, Her education 
and accompliſhments would ſeem to. be- 
ſpeak ber birth much ſuperior to her preſent 
rank in ſociety. In ſhort, it is generally 


agreed, that it is impoſſible ſhe can have 
been always bred in the ſtyle of lite in 
which the appears at preſent ; and in this | 


opinion moſt fincerely ae 
Yours, 
; JOHN DUDLEY. 


8 e to tell you, chat Lady 
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Caroline Benſon is much altered for the 


better; and I believe, if it is decreed 


that the lovely Jemima ſhall not fall ro © 
my lot, that I ſhall again offer my hand to 


her Ladyſhip, as, vanity apart, ſhe does 
not at preſent treat me as if ſhe would 
_ reject me a third time, 
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"LETTER XLVIII. 
Mi MEADO'S to Miß THORNTON 


MY DEAR JULIA, 


THINK I concluded my laſt letter 45 


with informing you, that I was neceſſi- 
tated to break off abruptly, from being ob- 
liged to dreſs for the Opera in the even- 
ing. Would to Heaven I had not gone; 
for by the following unfortunate accident 
I have loſt the Ring my uncle gave me. 
Lady Caroline and myſelf, with Colo- 
nel Moleſworth and Mr. Darcy (Sir John 
Dudley was to have eſcorted us, but ſome 
unexpected bufineſs prevented him) went 
to the Opera. We were ſeated in the pit, 
Which was ſo crouded, that I found myſclf 
ready to faint from the intenſe heat and 
cloſeneſs of the place. In pulling off 
my glove to feel for my falts, it un- 
luckily dropt, when. a gentleman (at leaſt 
he appeared to be ſo) picked it up and: 
returned it to me. I drew it on again 
without miſſing my Ring; neither did I per- 
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A ceive my loſs, till going” into "who coffee- 
room „ and again having occaſion to tàke off 
my glove, I found no Ring upon my finger. 
Timmediately told the circumſtanceto Lady - 
Caroline, who inſtantly communicating it to 
Mr. Darcy and the Colonel, they returned 
immediately to the pit : no Ring, however, . 
was to be heard of. The ſervants of the 
Theatre, indeed, promiſed, if they ſhould 
find any ring to ſend it to me; but I have 
hitherto heard no tidings of it. . 
I cannot conceive how I could be fo care. 
leſs! My loſs has already occaſioned me not 
a few enquiries from Lady Caroline ; ſuch 
as, © Who gave you this ring ?”and, *Who 
«© and what was the unclewho gave it you?” 
with many other queſtions of a ſimilar kind; 
all of which I have evaded as much as poſ- 
fible; though, if her Ladyſhip's curioſity _ 
5 could continue, I much fear I ſhall be ob- 
liged to tell her my hiſtory. | 
A ſervant juſt informs me that Lady 
Clara Belville is below; I muſt therefore 


defer the remainder of my letter till my 


Bg :,- 
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Clara exclaimed, © How are you, my 
* dear? I am come to fit half an hour 
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IN CONTINUATION, 


WHEN {enzed the parlour Lady 


&« with you, for Belville begins to play the 


e huſband already.“ 9 


How is that, my Lady?“ 
Why, Lord! he's jealous of Mowbray, 


% my dear.“ 


« Surely, I hope your Ladyſhip is not 
e ſerious !—You only fancy ſo, Lady 


« Clara,” 


« No, indeed, I don't; for he told me 


this morning at breakfaſt, that he did 


© not approve of Sir Cecil's frequent vi- 


fits. And why, forſooth, doesn't he? 
gBecauſe, I ſuppoſe, Sir Cecil is civil to 
4 his wife.“ 


« Why, my dear Lady Clara „you know 


„ Sir Cecil does not enjoy the beſt of cha- 


racters reſpecting our ſex; therefore 1 


„ ſhould think, that the leſs he was encou- 
_ -_ the better,” 


| « Lord, 


has 
* * 
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Lord, child, you are ſo like the Co- 


ce to each other!“ 
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« lonel, *tis pity but you had been wedded * 


Good Heavens, my Julia, how 1 1 


ed at this ſpeech ! and the more ſo, as 1 


thought her Ladyſhip fixed her eyes upon 
me in a very ſignificant manner, I endea - 


voured, however, to turn off her remark with 


a laugh replying, No, my Lady, I 


hate Belville, you know. But to be ſeri- 


« ous, Madam : will you permit me to, 
give you my advice? | 
< Certainly ; that's what I came for.“ 
Well then, my dear Lady Clara, let 
c me -tao. intreat you to diſmiſs Sir Cecil 
from your houſe.” 


* And ſo diſmiſs almoſt the only pretty 


& fellow who frequents it!“ | 
* Heavens | my Lady, can you be ſeri- 


“ ous? Are you not married to the ma, 


« you preferred to all others? and would 
£ you ever have wiſhed to put Sir Cecil 


% Mowbray in the place of chen Bela. | 


ville?“ 
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« Why, no; I certainly preferred Bel - 


c ville: but I don't think I was the woman 


of his choice.” 


« No! Surely you wrong him. Has he 
« given you any cauſe to ſuſpect his af- 


L fections?“ 


No otherwiſe than by iofiſting 1 


& ſhould diſmiſs Sir Cecil.” - 
e Tndeed now, my Lady, inſtead of 


bc confidering that as a mark of his coldneſs 


* and indifference, I think it is a ſtrong 
proof of his affection.— ] hope my 


dear Lady Clara will - excuſe my Te- 
{7008 minding her, that before ſhe was mar- 


c ried, the buſy tongue of Scandal aſſumed 
ec yery.unwarrantable liberties :- and ſure. 


ly the cannot ſuppoſe that it will be leſs 
«© impertinent in animadverting upon any 


« .;3mprudence or impropriety of behaviour 
or conduct ſhe may unwarily fall into in 


her conjugal ſtate, For my part, I do 


* aſſure your Ladyſhip, that, in my hum- 


- © ble opinion, Sir Cecil Mowbray is a man 
6c whom no woman of honour (eſpecially 
| « a married 
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«2 married one) ought to by acqualnred * q 
« with.” | W 1-4 
10 And chis is really your opinion But 4 

c“ pray, my dear, if you were in my ſitua- 
; & tion, would;you-never wiſh for any other 
© man than your huſband: to attend yow __ _} 
cc to places of public diverſion ?? ö 
« If that huſband, my Lady, was the 
ce man of my choice, I ſhould never chuſe 
« to accept of any other civilities from the. 
< reſt of his ſex, than ſuch as; were ſanc- 
« tioned by the common rules of politer, 
«neſs and good- breeding.“ | 
Well but, now, ſuppoſe this man, even 
« tho* he was the man of your choice, 
&* ſhould chuſe to treat you with neglect 
F and indifference, what would you! do 
d then ?” | | 
Why, if that ſhould prove my 11 20 * 
i 1c would by the moſt gentle winning arts | 
«© of which I was miſtreſs, endeavour to 
4 reclaim bis affeCtions ; and if I found 
« him ſtill continue inſenſible to my at- 
&* tentions, I would endeavour to ſupport 
« my ill fate with patience and r 
wy tion,” | 


«c he 
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46 ſhould peſter you with attentions and 
< affiduities, in hopes of prevailing upon 

you to avenge your own wrongs by ſacri- 
«-ficing your huſband's honour; how * 


you manage then?“ 


Either diſmiſs them from my houſe, 
or ſeclude myſelf from all mankind, 
« ſooner than endure their impertinence, 


sor revenge myſelf upon myſelf.” 


O dear! O dear! I never heard the 
© Hike !—But now, my dear, will you tell 


me -Suppoſe you were a man, and had a 


« wife whoſe conduct you were diſſatisfied 


„or diſpleaſed with, what would you "= 


« with her ?” 

I could not forbear laughing at this ridi- 
culous queſtion, nor could Ireſtrain it while 
I made her Ladyſhip the following reply: 

© Imuſt confeſs, Lady Clara, your queſ- 
tion is rather ſingular; but if I were 
” united to a woman who proved refrac- 
* tory, I would firſt try by gentle means 


ee to reclaim her; and if I found thoſe 


06 tail, T would then confine her in ſome 
* ſequeſtered 
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ec ſequeſtered place or antiquated caſtle, til 
& ſhe came to a proper ſenſe of her duty.“ 
« Fye upon you] fye upon you! What 

&« 2 huſband you would make, indeed 
e But it grows late, and I muſt therefore | 
* begone; but I ſhall never forget this 
& converſation. Adieu!“ 


How unfortunate it is for me, my dear 
Julia, that I ſhould happen to be ſuch a 
favourite with Lady Clara, as by that 
means I am forced to hear ſo much of 
Belville! 5 


You muſt know, m my dear, I have formed | 
the following ſcheme : I intend this ſum- 
mer to look out for a {mall ſpot of ground, | 
with a little cot belonging to it; I ſhould 
wiſh it to be in a neighbourhood not wholly 
void of ſociety ; and then, tho* my fortune 
is ſmall, I ſhould at leaſt, I hope, regain 
that ſerenity and eaſe which my heart has 
fo long been a ſtranger to. Working, read- 
ing, drawing, muſic, and ſometimes writ- 
ing (tho' that would be but ſeldom, as 
you know I ſhould then have few if 
any adventures to relate) would fill up my 
time. 


Oy o 
* * 
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5 me! The only le to my Leb ign is 
Piarting from Lady Caroline, whoſe eſteem 
for me I now begin to think is real; but 
I am determined to put my ſcheme in exe- 
cution, being quite tired of depending 
Mc other people's bounty, _ 
I think, my Julia, this packet is long 
SK. however, I muſt inform you, that 
Sir John Dudley has viſited here very little 
of late, being entirely taken up with attend- 
ing Lord Molton, who is juſt arrived in 
1 England. His Lordſhip has not called 
upon us yet, tho' Lady Caroline wiſhes 
very much to ſee him: and methinks I do 
%Y ſo too, tho I know not why. 
I have had no tidings of my Ring. Icould 
beat myſfelf for being ſo careleſs ; but I 
will not tire you, and therefore ſhall ſub- 
ſeribe myſelf, as uſual, 


... Yours affectionately, | 
. Aan MEADOWS. 


LOSES Di | 
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LETTER XLIX. 


Sir CECiL, MOWBRAY to Sir GEO. MAYNARD. 


8 | London. 
UM! „If you have any regard for 
u Lady's reputation, or the do 

«© meſtic happineſs of Colonel Belville, ou 
« will deſiſt in future from viſiting his fa-.-̃ 
% mily.” S0 ſays the ſage. Captain Hill- 
grove. Why, I don't know what to ſay to 
it !—As to the eſteem I bear her Ladyſhip, 
it is nothing more than a penchant | have? 
pour badiner with all the pretty women who, _* 
chuſe-to throw themſelves i into my arms. | 

11 Why, what the devil e 50 | 
6e is all this about 3 | | 

| Have but a little patience, Covent : 1 
have not yet finiſned my ſoliloquy. 

Now, who, among all the pretty crea»: 
tures; ſhall I turn my thoughts upon? Shall 
it be Miſs Meadows Hum No; fie 
has no fortune, Hum !-—* To be, ori 
not to be, a huſband, is the queſtion. 

But it is two o'clock in the:morning, and 
yet here am vritingt to your . p- I have 


- 
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not ſet eyes on Lady Clara this day, _ 


now I warrant ſhe is fretting herſelf to 


death to gueſs. the reaſon of my abſence. 
Aye, my dear, (as ſome author ſays, but I 
forget who) the more you advance, * 
« further we retire “ 6 
I will now go to bed, as 1 ed be up 


= early to prepare for a trip I am going to 
take with Lord Newtown to his villa at 


Hampton. When I return, which will 
not be before Thurſday, I will (that is, if 


continue in the ſame mind I am in now) go 


and throw myſelf at the feet of the adorable. 
Jemima Meadows. If Iam accepted, why, 


then, I ſhall be ſupremely bleſt : if not-—, 


But where- the. devil is my pen running ! 
Surely a girl who has. neither friends nor 


fortune, will never think of refuſing a man 


of my rank and conſequence in life! No, 
no. George; there is no fear of that: girls 


nowaa-days are too willing to become 


wives, ſeriouſly to reject ſuch men as you 


KC. r we condeſcend to offer ourſelves, 


CECIL MOWBR AY. 
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LETTER L. 


i HILLGROVE toSir CHARLES BURTON. 
ERE I am ftill, Burton ; neither do 1 


' 

H know how to leave my friend Harry. 
Have I not in ſome meaſure beenthe cauſe 
of his unhappineſs? But I will here give 
you a converſation which paſſed between 
Belville and his Lady a few mornings ago, 
It was introduced by her Ladyſhip aſking 
the ſervant who attended at breakfaſt, if 
Sir Cecil Mowbray had called? The may 
anſwered in the negative, and ſoon after 
quitting the room, ſhe thus began; 

<< I was ſo fatigued laſt night atAlmack's, 
« that I was poſitively almoſt dead when 1 
came home. 

BeLvIiLLE. I don't at all wondet at. 0 
« it, my dear, for it was extremely lates = 
e and I do affure you, that if you; rat? 
«© come when you did, 1 ſhould: gil 
{© have ordered the chariot el 
te ag I began to be alarmed, oft de, 
e cident had happened̃˖· 


London. 
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Lach Clara. Good Heavens ! ſure- 
iy you would not have attempted ſuch a 
. ee Fg 
" BeLvitte. © Why not, my dear: v. 
Lady Ci AR A. Why, Lord, I ſhould 
* have been aſhamed to ſhew my face at 


ix . the Rooms ever after! A pretty thing, 


3 


5 


Lady CI ARA. Certainly.” 


& indeed, for my female acquaintance 
«tg talk about ! 8 Lord, what do you 
"think ” fays one. Lord, what do you 
think! 1 ſays andther.— — Lady Clara Bel- 
ville ſaid rather late at Almack's laſt 
* night,- and, would you-believe it? the 
Colonel came to conduct her home. 1 
c ſuppoſe he n ſhe was eloped with 
. her partner“. \ 

Poor Harry pretended to laugh: at this 
Cech of her Ladyſhip's, tho 1 too plain- 
ly ſaw it hurt him not a little. 

HRE. Did your Ladyſhip 
« * dance ?” | | 


+Beuviite. © Who was your partner *r 

* Tas CLARA. | Sir Cecil Mowbray.” 

PBeLvitle (in an ironical tone) I am 
h obliged to Sir Cecil for his con- 
Val 5 5 544 | cc ſtant 


LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN. * 
on fant attendance on your Ladyſhip; 4 
ce however, Madam, I ſhould be better 
« pleaſed, if you would give orders that 
« he be no more admitted into this 
& houſe.” | 


Tach Ciara; © Sir Mi. Belvitle 1 
te are you ſerious ? What reaſon can I give 


« Sir Cecil for a conduct ſo ſtrange and 
ce rude? Iam ſure 1 will never give fucks 
&« orders. | 
BeLViLLE. © Then, Madam, 1 will give 
ce them myſelf.” 
_ Saying this, Harry quitted the room. 
Her Ladyſhip for ſome moments kept her 
ſeat (I for my part was reading); then 
rifing, exclaimed, © This is matrimony !” | 
and ringing the bell ordered the carriage. 
Whither the went I know not, as the did 
not return till juſt before dinner, and 1 
appeared very thoughtful and. reſerved. 
The next morning J aroſe early, and 6 
ter dreffing went to Sir Cecil Mowbray's n 
| houſe. I was informed he was at breaks 
faſt; but onſending up my name, Iwas im- 
| N + 
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mediately admitted, when the following - 
dialogue enſued. 


Kr CxciL,, << Giptain Hillgrove, I am 
< happy to ſec you. Have you break- 
C faſted?” ?“ 
 Hiziorove. « T have not, Sir Cecil,” | 
Sir Cc. « Pray be ſeated, Sir.— 

* hope 1 may conſider this as a riendly 
viſit.“ 

Hu lenor. « You may, Sir; though 
«© perhaps you may think the buſineſs 
«which has brought me hither to be ra- 
ther an odd one. But will you, Sir, do 
e me the honour to anſwer a few queſtions | 
e am defirous of propoting to you?“ 
Sir Cxcit. I muſt confeſs, Captain, 


4 you aſtoniſh me: but whatever queſtions 


you are authorized to propoſe, I will en- 

& deavour to anſwer. 
Hiro vB. I have no authority for 

e what I am going to ſay, Sir Cecil: it is 
merely to ſerve a very old and dear 

friend need not now tell you, per- 
© haps, that I mean Colonel Belville.“ 


Sir 
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Sir CRI. © Pray proceed, Sir.“ 


HIILCOROVEB. Had you ever any tender 


for Lady Clara before ſhe became Bel- 
cc ville's wife?“ 
Sir Cxcir. None in the leall, Sir; 
< for 1 had ſcarcely ever ſcen her fill we 
e met at Belville-Hall. 
HLLOROVE. Do you now feel any 
* particular partiality for her Ladyſhip 2? 


$r Cgcil. No more than I do for the 


cc reſt of her ſex.” 


HITII ROVER. Your candour, Sir Ce- | 


* cil emboldens me to go on.,—Has her 
* Ladyſhip ever given you any reaſon to 
< ſuppoſe that ſhe prefers you. to her 


« huſband?” ? 3 


Sir Crcrit. © Indeed, Captain, this i 
< a queſtion I am intirely at a loſs to an- 


<cſwer. Lady Clara Belville is certainly 
< a very fine woman; but I do affure you, 


<< that at preſent I have not the leaſt in- 
< tention of either injuring her or her huſ- 


* band's honour, —Pray, Sir, does ane 


* Jonel Know of.this viſit?” - 5 


© Hittozove; 3 
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 Hittcrove. © 5 152 not, pe my 


« honour,” 
Sir Cxcit. © Has he any y fuſpicion 


cc that 1 mean to injure him? 
Hitrckevr. I can't abſolutely ſay 
cc that he has ; but Lady Clara is young, 
« pay, and thoughtleſs; you, Sir Cecil, 
« are reckoned a dangerous man among 
© the ſex; and (here be bowed) as you 
e are always of her parties both at home 
<< and abroad, the Colonel is rather uneaſy 
<< for her reputation,—And now, Sir Cecil, 
you have behaved ſo much like a man 
e of honour during the whole of our con- 
Grab verſation, that Iam tempted to requeſt, 
&* that if you have any regard for Lady 
- & Clara's reputation, or the domeſtic hap- 
c pineſs of Colonel Belville, you will de- 
6 fiſt in future from viſiting his family.“ 
Here 1 ſtopped. __ 0 
Sir Cecil. This! is a ESRI re- 
40 duet, Captain; but if 1 it will afford any 
4 ſatisfaction to. the Colonel, I will em- 
me * brace your terms, and from this moment 
; c will 
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will never, if poſſible, give him the leaft 


© pain on my account.” 

HiLlLlcrRove. © Nobly ſaid, Sir Cecil! 
1 From this time command me, and from 
« this time I ſhall be proud to be coy | 
« dered as your friend.“ be 

Soon after this I took my leave, and 1 
have the pleaſure to inform you, that Sir 
Cecil has moſt religiouſly obſerved his pro- 
miſe, which induces me to believe that he 


is not altogether deſerving of the charac —__ 


ter generally imputed to him. 

Lady Clara is amazed at his abſence; 
and ſo indeed is Henry, whom I have not 
yet informed of my viſit to the Baronet, 
but propoſe to mention it to him ſome 
time to-day, | 

This evening a ball is given i in honour 
of Belville's nuptials. Good Heavens, 


Burton, only think! Lady Clara has been 


married but one fortnight, and is already 
tired of her huſband. How ſtrange ! Lady 
Caroline Benſon with Miſs Meadows are 
to be of the party this evening. Mowbray 
was likewiſe invited; but this morning, 

Vol. II. Wc” while 


> "WR HISTO RY OF. | 


| while we were at breakfaſt, the following * 


card was received: | 

« Sir Cecil Mowbray's compliments to 
4 Colonel and Lady Belville; is extreme- 
« ly concerned to be prevented from ful- 
« filling his promiſe by indiſpenſable bu- 
c fineſs calling him into the country this 
cc afternoon.” | 

As ſoon as Henry had read the note, my 
Lady coloured, but ſaid nothing; neither 
did he, tho* his countenance beſpoke both 
ſurpriſe and pleaſure. He is juſt come 
home ; I ſhall therefore take this letter, and 
read that part of it in which I have intro- 
duced the converſation between Sir Cecil 


and myſelf. 


——_ 


| Five o'Clock. - 
THE dinner-bell has juſt rung; I can 


therefore only add, that Belville is in rap- 
tures with Mowbray, and equally pleaſed 


: ; * with 


5 dor, 


EDWARD HILLGROVE. 
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LETTER III ( 
Capt, HILLGROVE to Sir CHARLES BURTON, = 
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HE ball is over! It was conducted 
in a ſtile as ſplendid as the company 
was brilliant. Above one hundred per- 
ſons of both ſexes were aſſembled to grace 
it. All the ladies were handſome, and 
ſuperbly as well as elegantly dreſſed. Miſs 
Meadows was fimplex in munditiis, and in 
eaſe, elegance, and beauty, outſhone every 
female preſent *. She danced one minuet 
with Belville, and a ſecond with Sir Ihn 
Dudley, who was her partner for the even- 
ing. She dances incomparably indeed ! 
She appeared very much fluttered on Bel- 
ville's taking her out, but acquitted: her- 
ſelf to the admiration of every one. How | 
is it poſſible, Burton, this Lady can be 
what ſhe appears? It cannot be: ſuch eaſe 
of manners, ſuch elegance in converſation, 
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and ſuch acquired accompliſhments ! how 
can ſhe, I again repeat it, be what ſhe ap- 
pears? Beſides, would the humble com- 
panion of a lady of quality reject the offers 
of marriage ſhe daily receives, if ſhe was 
not influenced by a conſcious ſuperiority ? 
Sir John Dudley, Colonel Moleſworth, 
and Mr. Darcy, who are deemed very good 
Kind of young men, as times go at preſent, 
have all been repeatedly refuſed by her; 
but whither is my pen hurrying me ? 

Lady Clara danced with Lord Morton, 
and was tolerably gay, notwithſtanding 
the "loſs of Sir Cecil; Belville danced 
with Lady Caroline Benſon; and your 
humble ſervant with Lady Lucy Merrick. 
The company did not break up till four 
in the morning, and were not diſperſed 
till near five. 

I propoſe to leave town about Friday 
next, and once more join my friends 
at Burton-Hall. | 
I believe I have not yet informed you 
that Walſingham is married. Laſt Tueſ- 
day I had the honour of giving the bride 

| away. 
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away. Miſs Dunbar was preſent on the 
occafion, . but leaves the new-marricd. 
pair in a few days. What you ſay re- 
ſpecting that young lady, is certainly 
true: I do efteem her above all the wo- 
men I ever knew; but as I think efeew _ 
too cold a word for a man to uſe who - 
propoſes to become a huſband, and as I 
don't find myſelf inclined to uſe any 
other at preſent, I ſhall ſtop my pen from 
proceeding farther on ſuch a delicate 
ſubject. In ſhort, Miſs Meadows has in 
ſome meaſure put me out of conceit with 


the reſt of her ſex. I revere her, and I 
eſteem Miſs Dunbar. —Adieu! 


Yours, 


EDWARD HILLGROVE.. 
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L STE * R LIL. 
Miſs THORNTON to Miſs MEADOWS. 


MY DEAR JEMIMA, 


OW greatly was I diſtrefled by the 
latter part of your laſt letter ! 
How can you entertain ſuch a thought as 
that of burying yourſelf in the country ? 

You fay Lady Caroline treats you with 
kindneſs ; why then, my lovely friend, 
think of ſhutting yourſelf up fromthe world, 
and abjuring all the charms and pleaſures 
of ſnciety? So long as Belville remained 
fingle, I was cautious of obtruding my 
advice; forgive me, however, if I now 
preſume to offer ; to my Jemima. Why 
not ſtrive to forgeythe man who cannot now 
be yours? Why not give your hand to one 
of thoſe gentlemen who are daily ſuing 
for it? You ſay, you eſteem Sir John 
Dudley, but cannot think of bim as a 
huſband: believe me, my dear, eſteem is 
fiſter to love, He is a worthy man ; and 


before you ſaw Colonel Belville, the pic- 
ture 


/ 
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ture you drew of Sir John Dudley was 
the moſt flattering to be conceived. 
Leave then the Colonel to his preſent 
wife, and unite yourſelf to ſome amiable 
man whom you think deſerving of you, 
nor longer let a hopeleſs pan prey 2 
your ſpirits. 

Though [ have not babe ſpoken of 
your ring, you may be aſſured that it 
was not forgot by me. I am as much 
grieved for the loſs of it as you can be, 
but hope by this time you have reco- 
vered it. 

I have juſt received a letter from Mrs. 
Walſingham. J wiſh her happineſs moſt 
ſincerely. But my father calls me; I'muſt 
therefore bid you adieu. 


JULIA THORNTON, 


8 LET. 
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LETTER ILIII. 


| Mis MEADOWS to Mig THORNTON. 


RACIOUS Heaven! what a diſco- 
very have I made, my Julia! Bel- _ 
ville did once love me !—But to be. 
explicit. | 
The evening before laſt being deſtined 
for the ball at Lady Clara's, I accompa-- 
nied Lady Caroline to the Colonels. 
| Belville took me out to dance a minuet. 
How I performed I know not, as I trem- 
bled fo exceedingly the whole time, that 
F could ſcarcely take a ſtep. During the 
evening I danced with Sir John Dudley. 
At the end of the third dance I ſat down; 
when Captain Hillgrove immediately 
placed himſelf by my fide, and paid me 
ſome compliments on my performance, 
Having occaſion to uſe his handkerchief 
as he was converſing with me, a paper 
fell out of his pocket at the ſame time. 
I was: juſt going to mention it-to him, as 
99 he 
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he did not perceive it, when his partner 
called him to join the dance. I inſtant- 
ly took it up, with a view of returning it 
to him the next time I ſaw him; but ac- 
cidentally obſerving my own name, as I was 
replacing the folds of the letter, I found it 

impoſſible. to reſtrain my curioſity, eſpeci< 
ally when, looking at the bottom, Iſawthe 
ſignature of BeLviLLE. - I haſtily put the 
precious prize into my pocket, as I ſaw 
Sir John Dudley advancing, and the mo- 
ment I got home impatiently ran over the 
contents. I encloſe you a copy . 


By this time, I ſuppoſe, my dear Julia 
has read Belville's epiſtle: may I aſk 
her to favour me with her ſentiments of its 
contents? I am ſure ſhe will eafily gueſs 
what my feelings were when I read that 
part where he ſays, that on the firſt” 
«© fight of me, he felt ſenſations in his 
e breaſt he had never experienced wa, 
« fore.” At the latter part he again ſays, 5 
. But I will try to mene a 3 | 


984, . This Letzey: does not 3 5 F 2 
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<-which I find will only be productive of 
& unhappineſs to me.” I wonder if he 
bas.——Then, again, „Had I a fortune 
c to ſupport her !-—But I will no 
* more.” O, generous Belville, little 
doſt- thou ſuſpe& my real rank and cha- 
rater. How ſevere is my fate! —But whi- 
ther am I running? Stop, my preſump- 
tuous pen! How many young creatures 
m my fituation might have been thrown 
upon the world, without a friend to pro- 
tect them! On the contrary, I met with 
a real friend (in Lady Mary Norton) from 
the firſt; and it pleaſed Heaven, before ſhe 
died, to provide me with another in Lady 
Caroline Benſon : I will therefore think 
no more of the letter, nor make any fur- 
ther comments upon its contents. 


I have received my dear Julia's laſt kind 


» Epiſtle, but cannot comply with her well- 
meant, friendly advice. Belville is now 
certainly loſt to me for ever: however, 
I ſtill have the pleaſure of knowing that he 


once entertained a regard for me. He has 


conquered his paſſion without doubt, and 


I ſhall 


1 — * 
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— 


Tihall certainly endeavour to ſubdue mine; 


but I fear that can only be effected by. _ 


flight. 
Iam juſt informed that Sir John Dud- 


ley wiſhes to ſpeak with me on ſome ur- 


gent buſineſs; Heaven grant it may be 


to tell me he has recovered my ring! 
Adieu. 


One o'Clock. 

GOOD Heavens! my dear Julia, what 
am I to think or expect from the following 
very ſingular interview and converſa- 
tion - But I will give = the whole 1 in 
detail. = | 
On entering the * I was met at 
the door by Sir John Dudley, who eager- | 


ly exclaimed, , I truſt I have brought 


«© Miſs Meadows ſome agreeable intelli- 
* gence, Your ring, Madam, is found; 
ce though I have it not with mags added 
he, ſmiling. . 

* No, Sir! Pray where did you find 
an 


G Ladd 
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e T did not enjoy that RY Ma- 

« dam; it was Lord Molton, who propoſes 
. © to have the pleaſure of preſenting it to 
you himſelf this evening, as he wiſhes 
& to aſk you a few queſtions,” 

- © Aſt a few queſtions of me, Sir!“ ex- 
claimed I, reddening. 

Ves, Madam.—But why this . 
« bation ? 
__ -< Becauſe, becauſe, Sir—I—I—Pray 
edo you know the nature or purport of 
* his Lordſhip's queſtions ?” 
do- not, Madam, upon my honour ; 

* but why does my dear Miſs Meadows 
appear to be ſo much alarmed. at Lord 
, Molton's intended viſit ?” 
Indeed, Sir John, (returned I, ly: 
-* ing a little recovered myſelf) I am not 
« alarmed at all—-no, no—-not at all 
ie alarmed—on the contrary, I ſhall be 
« extremely happy to ſee Lord Molton, 
© and will cheerfully anſwer. any queſ- 
tions his — may be e to 


* * propoſe to me,” 


After 


LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN. 37 


After this I made a haſty. curtſey, and 
immediately left the room. Sir John 
ſtood amazed —and well he might; for it 
is neither unnatural nor improbable for 
him to ſuppoſe that I may have ſtole the | 
ring. 

But what, my dear, can Lord Molton 
mean or intend by this vifit ? Surely he did 
not know my late uncle! Yet if he did, it 
does not follow that he ſhould recollect 
him to have had ſuch a ring: —in ſhort, I 
am loſt in eonjecture and amazement. | 


9 


Another interruption Sir Cecil Mow- 
bray is below, and defires to ſpeak” with 
| | me. What can he want, I wonder? 

We are to have company this evening. 
How. ſtrange that Lord Molton did not 
bring the ring himſelf this morning! He 
might then have aſked what queſtions he 
| pleaſed. —I forget Sir Cecil is , waiting,— 
Adieu, my dear friend ! for. I ſhall. have 
no time to add more to this, than that 1 
am always yours, 


 JEMIMA MEADOWS. 
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LETTER LIV. 
Sir JOHN DUDLEY to Sir CHARLES WILM Or. 


ELL, my friend ! I ſuppoſe you 
| think I am dead ; the receipt 
of this will, however, prove to the con-- 
trary,——So much by way of preface. 
Lord Molton has been in town a fort- 
night, but, for reaſons beſt known to him 
ſelf, deſired I would keep his arrival in 
England a ſecret ;- and you may be ſure 
that I have punctually obeyed his orders. 
Amongſt a variety of other queſtions he 
has at intervals propoſed to me, he has 
enquired if I had any thoughts of wed- 
lock. But I will endeavour to give you 
the whole of our converſation, as it may 
probably afford you ſome amuſement. 


And ſo, Dudley, you tell me that you 
ec have no thoughts of mam at pre- 
4 ſent? ? 

708 Why, fity Lord, I confeſs that there 


4 are two d Ladies to whom I have offered 
© marriage, 


| ew * 
— 
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© marriage, each of whom, _—_ bas 8 
© refuſed me.? . DIVER 

« Why, ſurely, Jack, you an ot i love 
© with two at once?“ 

Indeed, my Lord, my anſwer BY 
« probably appear rather ſingular; but 
if I ſpeak honeſtly, I muſt acknows 
« ledge that I loved the one for her 
beauty of perſon and ſweetneſs of tem- 

per; ; and the other, becauſe ſhe is 
e pretty, agreeable, and lively.” 1 

© And would neither of the Ladies ac- 
* cept of you ? Pray who are they?!“ 

Lady Caroline Benſon, my Lord, and . 
4 4 Miſs Meadows-—Aer. Ladyſhip's com 

© panion.“ LOS LEE 

Indeed!“ f 
As to Lady Caroline, your Lordihip 
 * probably will recollect, that ſoon after 

« you went abroad, I had the happineſs | 
& of ſeeing her at an aſſembly, and -that 
“ ſoon after made her à tender of x 
« hand and heart, which ſhe refuſed. | As 
e love was at that time quite a novelty to 
of me, I was neither offended nor pleaſed at 


wy her 
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s her refuſal, but returned to my ſtudies 
ce with an heart by no means ill at eaſe. IL 
did not quit College again for three years; 
« when on coming to town I ſaw Lady Ca- 
x roline at the play in company with ano- 

ther lady in an oppoſite box. Obſerving 
the ſtranger to be very pretty, and 
e peing, as you know, Sir, a great ad- 
c mirer of female beauty, I immediately 
. walked round to them, and was receiv- 

© e& by Lady Caroline with equal po- 
4 Jireneſs and good-humour; but her 
fair companion” ſcareely opened her 
lips: in ſhort, my Lord, I renewed my 


c acquaintance with her ladyſhip. As to 


& Miſs Meadows, the more I ſaw of her, 
is the more I admired her: however, I. 
thought myſelf bound in honour to 
offer myſelf again to Lady Caroline: I 
did fo, and was again refuſed. Her 
. *««:Jadythip's ſecond rejection of my hand 
«© piqued me, and in a ſhort time after 
BE 2 made a tender of my perſon and for- 
«© tune to Miſs Meadows, who likewife - - 
Ih * to be excuſed in declining 
46 = on EY 
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« both; tho' at the ſame time the prof- 
« fered me her friendſhip. I have conti- 
c nued to repeat my viſits, as well as ap- 
* plications, to Miſs Meadows; but as I 
« have many reaſons for believing that 
« her affections are engaged (tho the can 8 
<« entertain no hopes of a return), I ſhall 
c endeavour to conquer a hopeleſs pathon ; - 
« and as Lady Caroline has lately given 
<« me ſome encouragement, I am almoſt 
t tempted to offer myſelf to her for the 
« third time. This, Sir, is the preſent 


ci {tate of my heart, which 1 fancy Yu: 5 


« will call a very whimfical one. 1 
4 frankly acknowledge it to be ſo, as T 
<« am certainly in love with both ladies.” 


«© But pray, Who is this companion ? Fra 


« what friends has ſhe ?” 
* Thoſe, Sir, are myſteries which K am 
« unable to explain. Lady Caroline has 
ce often aſſured me that ſhe was a ſtranger 
* to both. A female friend of her lady- 
« ſhip recommended Miſs Meadows to 
eher; and Jemima (here I thought Lord 
52 © Molton ſeemed to ſtart) having always 
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“ tions, her lady ſhip, from motives of de- 
0 licacy, has forbore to preſs her.“ 
Well, Dudley, but you would not. 
ce have married a girl whom e 
«© knows I 

2 5 Certainly. not, my Lord; and I enter- 
e tain no doubt that Miſs Meadows would 
ct never have conſented to marry me or 


= any other man, until ſhe had proved 


6c herſelf not unworthy of our alliance; 
« and. certain IJ am, that her unaffected 
* * elegant manners, as well as her refined 
60 acquired accompliſhments, beſpeak her 
« rank in life to be much ſuperior to: 
* that in which ſhe appears to move at 
6 - preſent, I am going to attend the ladies 
to the Opera to-morrow evening; will 
& it prove convenient to your lordſhip to 
6c * accompany me?“. | 

. © am extremely ſorry that I have made 
« a prior engagement; but I have pro- 
ec miſed (and I wiſhed you to have been 
* of the party) to dine with ſome friends 


8 off 
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©« off your engagement with obo ladies J 


« But don't mention I am come.” 


I immediately aſſented, and the next 5 


day accompanied his Lordſhip to the 
Thatched Houſe. 


As ſoon as dinner was over, he politely 


took leave of his company, at the fame 
time informing them that I had obligingly 


promiſed to ſupply his place; and tho? 
I did not much reliſh my fituation, I was 
obliged to accept it with an appearance 


of chearfulneſs. I ſaw his Lordſhip no | 
more that evening, and the party did not 


break up till near two the next morning. 


A whole week paſſed (during which | 


his Lordihip defired me not to mention his 


arrival to any of his friends and acquaint- 


ance) before I called at Lady Caroline's, 


when I found Miſs Meadows 1n great di- 
ſtreſs concerning a ring ſhe had loſt at the 


Opera, on the very night I was to have 
attended them; and yeſterday morning 


as my Lord and I were ſitting at breakfaſt, 


the following dialague took place: 
18 Well, 


+ 
of 


* 
2 
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7 Well, Dudley, I have ſeen Lady Ca- 
6e r6line and Miſs Meadows.” ' 
Indeed, Sir! Pray, have you been at 
cc her Ladyſhip's houſe?“ | 
No, I ſaw them at the Opera this 
day week, the very evening on which I 
« left. you to entertain my friends; for, 
do tell you the truth, I had a ſtrange 
* longing. to ſee this Miſs Meadows be- 
« fore I was introduced to Her. My curio- 
« 5 is ſatisfied; and: 

Does your Lordſhip approve of OR ” 
FM 4 do, Dudley, tho' I don't think ſhe 
12 can ever be your wife. If you ſee her 
x and Lady Caroline to-day, don't men- 
e tion this converſation. You may, per- 
« haps, think my conduct whimſical ; but 
« have reaſons for what I do.“ 

For my part, I was quite at a loſs, 
as I am ſtill, to develope the meaning of 
this fingular converſation as well as be- 
haviour in his Lordſhip. He ſays he it 
don't think that Miſs Meadows. can 
ever be my wife; but ſurely it is rather 
arange, methinks, that he ſhould fo 


ſoon 
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ſoon be able to form a judgment of the 
ſtate of her heart and affections! In ſhort, 
I don't know what to make of his con- 


duct: this evening may probably decide 
it ; I will therefore go on. 10 JAE 


At ſupper, Lord Molton took a ring 
out of his pocket, at the ſame time 


ſaying, 4 There, Dudley, I have found 7 


ce this ring: don't you think it very beau- N 
ce tiful as well as elegant? I am inclined, 
Sto think that it is the identical ring 
<* which has been advertiſed ſo repeatedly” 
in the papers, and which you told me had 
<< been loſt by Miſs Meadows at the Opera.” 


Good Heavens! how fortunate ! (ex- 
« claimed I) it is her's indeed Dear Sir, | 
where or how did you find it? 


I ſhan't tell you that yet, Sir Jobn 


q (replied he, ſmiling) ; ; I intend to pre- 0 


« ſent it to the lady, by way of intro- 
« ducing myſelf to her.?“ Weak 


Then, Sir, you will allow me the 
v3 honour of conducting you to Lady Ca- 
e roline's CL morning, as I know | 


cc Miss 
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« Miſs Meadows has been extremely 
<« anxious about its recovery.” | 

No, not till the evening: I want to 
* know how Maſs Meadows became poſ- 
cc ſefſed of this ring.“ 

00 Pardon me, my Lord! | how Miſs Mea- 

40 dows became poſſeſſed of it? What can 
& your Lordſhip mean?“ , 
Don't ſuppoſe (cried he, "ti ughing) 
ic that I ſuſpe& her of having ſtolen it. 
However, you may go in the morning 
« and inform her, that I have found her 
« ring; and that if ſhe and Lady Caroline 
«will give me leave, I will wait on her 
«mn the evening with it, and likewiſe 
“ trouble her with a few queſtions.” 
This. was all I could extract from his 
Lordſhip, and we ſoon after retired to reſt. 

What to make of his ſtrange meſſage 
I know not; but as it is now near twelve 
o'clock, I ſhall proceed to Lady Caro- 
line's, and deliver it, however ſtrange, to 
Miſs Meadows, for. ſo I am afraid ſhe 
wull think it. 
Adieu! ! yours, &c. 


JOHN DUDLEY. 
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LETTER LV. 


Sir CECIL MOWBRAY to Sir GEO. mhd. 4 


DEATH! what do you think, 
Maynard ? Thy friend Mowbray 
has made an offer of his hand and fortune 
to a girl who has neither money nor 
birth to recommend her, (fo at leaſt ſhe _ 
endeavours to make the world think) and 
who, notwithſtanding, has had the au- 
dacity to refuſe both I could ſhoot my 
ſelf for madneſs ! 
You muſt know, then, I came to town 5 
yeſterday, and this morning determined 
to pay a viſit to this what the devil ſhall 
I call her?) this—this fair inflexible, , or 
inſenfible—neither of thoſe epithets is . 
half bad enough but they are the worſt 
J can think of at preſent.— Well, my 8 
valet dreſſed me; and really I thought, ; 
when I viewed myſelf in the glaſs, that 
I made a more than tolerably handfome 
appearance; but, confound it! the mir- 2 
- 8 ror certainly deceived me, as did like- _ 
8 | wiſe 


* 
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wiſe my raſcal of a man, who, upon my 
faying, „ Well, Fripon, do I look tole- 
rable to-day ?” Ser Indeed, Sir, 
me tink you look var vel and ver 
4 handſome.” | 7 
My chair being ready, I ſtepped into 
it, and was carried to Berkley- ſquare. On 
enquiring for Miſs Meadows, and being 
told ſhe was at home, I deſired the ſervant 
to preſent my reſpects, and inform her, 
that I requeſted the honour of a few mo- 
ments. converſation with her. The lady 
ſoon appeared. A reciprocal exchange of 
the uſual compliments having paſſed be- 
tween us, I ventured to enter upon the 
buſineſs of my viſit, when, behold ! ſhe 
made the following reply: © I am fully 
« ſenfible of the honour Sir Cecil Mow- 
4 bray intends me, by the partiality he 
© has been pleaſed to expreſs for me; 
«© but I am too well pleaſed with my pre- 
**ſent fituation, humiliating as it may 
« appear, to wiſh to change it, at leaſt 
« for the e 
* . 


% 


9e has engaged NONE affections? HON HER 
&© No, Sir.” F-29408 5 
«© Then, Madam, 1 me, if 1 


< preſume to hope, that a teſpectful per- 
s ſeverance may induce you fo yon more 


« favourably of me.“ | ; 


« My reſolution, if once 3 Ae 
« Cecil, I ſeldom, if ever, alter: be- 


5 « fides,, I ſhould be hateful to myſelf, 


were I capable of keeping any man of 


* 


line Benſon and L 
tered, —She came b 


« honour in ſuſpence ; therefore, Sir, if 


40 you repeat your viſits here, remember, 


100 I ſhall. not deen them as ae 


« to me,” 


In vain did ltry t to ſhake this haugbty 


beauty s reſolution ; and ſhe was juſt ga« 


ing to quit the room, when Lady Caro- 


_— 0 


ra's ſaying, © How/do you do, Miſs "ui . 
& dows ?” then feeing me, and . 
her Ladyſhip add 
interrupt you, Sir 
Not in the leaſt, 
Vor. II. 


Fay. 1 « hope we don't 
geil! 55 7 


11 3 
N Lud, 
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„Perhaps, Madam. e | 


= 
* 


y Clara Belville en- 1 
k, upon Lady Cla- 


"Ws. 77 "HIS TORY O F 
{SC Lud, Sir Cecil, I thought oa had 
te been out of town ?” 

* I returned yeſterday, my Lady.” 

Miſs Meadows then addreffing herſelf 
to Lady Caroline, faid, © Sir John Dud- 
e Jey with Lord Molton called upon your 
- & Ladyſhip this morning, and propoſe | 
* themſelves the W of waiting upon 
15 you again this evening.” 
I have ſeen Sir John too, my dear. 
The viſit is to you, not to me Lady 
« Clara, you and the Colonel will be 
« here, I hope? ” 

„I will; but I can't anſwer for Bel- 


bs ville,” replied her Ladyſhip, careleſsly. 
Lady Caroline then turning to me, 


% 08 You, Sir Cecil, too, will, I truſt, make 


d one of our little party?“ 
J am ſorry I cannot do myſelf that 
* honour, Lady Caroline, but I am en- 
« gaged;“ then taking up my hat, and 
advancing to Miſs Meadows, (who had 
looked her ſurprize/ at my behaviour to 
Lady Lon) ſaic 1 a low voice, at the 
| fame 
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* time taking her hand,“ Will you 
permit me, Madam, to wait on you 


e in the morning, in the hope of receiv= _ 


. ing a leſs rigorous ſentence ?” 

cc Tt will be an unneceſſary trouble, 
« Sir, (replied ſhe, ſmiling) as I ſhall 
« not revoke my ſentence, as you are 
« pleaſed to call it,” 

Finding her thus obdurate, Lonly bowed, 
and, repeating the ſame compliment to the. 
other two ladies, (which was returned by 
Lady Clara rather ſtifly) left the. room 


and the houſe with a much heavier hear 


than I had entered it. 2 
This girl, Maynard, certainly poſſeſſes 
the powers of witchcraft ; for, like a mag- 
net, ſhe attracts all our ſex to her ſhrine. 
'Spite of every thing I have faid in the 
beginning of this letter, I am more in 
love with her than ever; and I verily be- 
lieve, if ſhe would accept of me, I ſhould 
become a reformed, or, as the ſaints call 
it, a new man. Thus you ſee, Maynard, 
I have almoſt reached the top of the ſtool 
of repentance, though I am ſorely afraid 
D 2 | 


| 3 "Ha us TOR oF 


| of my foot flipping juſt 'as I attain the 
ſummit ; for, in the mind I am now in, 
never ſhall any other woman than Jemima b 
Meadows claim a huſband in | | 
Yours fincerely, | 0, 


CECIL MOWBRAY. 


* 


LETTER Li. 1 
| Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN to Miſs THORNTON. 


Mr DEAR JULIA, 


HAVE no doubt of your feeling the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of ſurprize, when \ 
you ſee the fignature of this letter, tid 
though the converſation which I intro. 
duced into my laſt, as having paſſed be- | 
tween Sir John Dudley, now Marquis de 
Guzman, and myſelf, may perhaps in ſome 
| meaſure have prepared you' for the very > 
- extraordinary as well as intereſting ſcene 


which ſucceeded in a few hours after. 
by | I waited 


- * 
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I waited with no little impatience for 


the evening. At ſeven o'clock the ſervant 
opening the drawing: room door, an- 
nounced Colonel Belville, Lady Clara 


Belville, Captain Hillgrove, Colonel 


Moleſworth, and Mr. Darcy. About half 
an hour afterwards a violent rapping at 


the hall-door was heard, which was imme 
diately followed by the entrance of Lord 
Molton with Sir John Dudley, His Lord- 


ſhip (who appeared to be not more than 
fifty, with a fair complexion, fine expreſſive - 
blue eyes, and rather inclinable to be tall. 


firſt paid his compliments to Lady Caro- 


line, and then bowed to the reſt of the 
company, at the ſame time faying, 


© Which is Miſs Meadows, Sir John 2” 


Dudley inſtantly advancing, addreſſed 


me with, © Give me leave to preſent Lord 
« Molton to you, Madam.” His Lord- 


ſhip then taking my hand, made me ſome 


very handſome compliments; after which 


we re-ſeated ourſelves, and Lady Caro- 


line called for tea. I never in my life 


.D 4: longed. 


*% 


* YN 2 TI 


— * 2 „ ne wo — 
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i vered it.” WL l 
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ae as I then did, for the ab- 


nce of the ſervants. As ſoon as they 


were gone,-Lord Molton aroſe, and again 
taking my hand, Sir John Dudley, Ma- 
dam, I preſume, has informed you, 
«that I am in poſſeſſion of a ring which 


you loſt lately at the Opera, as alſo 
e that I had a few queſtions to aſk you; 
* ſhall I be deemed impertinent in propo- 
« {ing them? 
« Not in the leaſt, my Lord, # though 

I trembled exceedingly. 
In thefirſt place, Madam, allow me the 


0 pleaſure of reſtoring your ring: but pray, 


* have you any particular value for it? 
“ So great, Sir, that it would have 
«© made me miſerable not to have reco- 


* 


Was it given you by any near relation?“ 
It was, Sir, by an uncle, whom I 
© have had the misfortune to loſe.” 


Is he dead, then?“ 
« He is; and often have I had occaſion 


* to remember ſome lines in which it was 
* incloſed when he preſented 1 It to me, and 
64 to lament his loſs.“ 5 


2 


- 
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% Vour name then, Madam is 15 not Mex 
dare cf 215. 
« Tt is not, Sir ; it is Gian Ie 
The company looked with ſurprize on 
each other, but ſaid nothing. . : 
0 Pray how long is it ſince you heard 
« of your uncle's death?“ Bis 
„„ Between four and five years, or 
longer.“ | 
© Was you in | England then „ 
5 ww No, my Lord, I was in Spain.“ ; 
* Have you entirely forgot him?“ 
«© Yes; for when he preſented me 
« with this ring I was in England, and not 
*© more than feven years old; though per- 
« fefly well do I remember his words at 
« parting from me: God bleſs you, my 
« Jemima! Take this ring, and remember 
the lines which accompany it.“ 
Here tears ruſhed into my eyes; and 
Lord Molton ſemed equally affected. 
% Then, Madam, the name of Mea- 
1 dos i is only aſſumed ?” 


94 e 


. 


bo = 
q 
— 


+ 
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11 3s ; ſo, my Lord; for Jam only 
N. « daughter to the ings OO de Guz- 
« man.” 

Here every one except his Lorgſhip 
exclaimed, « Gracious Heaven!“ 
Have you never heard that your late- 
« father had a ſon by a former marriage ?” 

“Ves, Sir, I know he had ; and like- 

« wiſe that the infant was left by his mo- 
te ther in the care of Lord George my 
« uncle ; but I am totally ignorant what 
became of him after Lord n z 
* death.“ 
-< It is now my turn, dear Madam, 
*.to make myſelf known. Know then, 
„ Jovely.. Jemima, (at the ſame time 
te taking me in his arms) that your uncle 
«3s not dead, but that it is be who hay 
now the inexpreſſible pleaſure 1 * 
© ing you to his heart.“ 


Good Heaven, Wy Julia, has Gid I hot 
fee! at that moment! I thought my heart 
would have burſt through my ſtays; and 
had not a friendly ſhower.of tears come to 
| 9 5 relief, I muſt have fainted. My uncle 
| 6 ſeemed 
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ſeemed not leſs affected than myſelf, but 


at length recovering himſelf, continued: 


« Prepare for a further ſurprize—tho' 
cc you Sun be more ſo than you will be, 
e my Dudley (at the ſame time taking 

- « Sir John's hand) Receive this worthy 
young man, my Jemima, as your BRO- 
«© THER ; and you (turning to him) this 
* more than woman under the endearing 
ce title of s818TER. You have no longer 
a claim to the name of Dudley, but 


“ muſt now aſſume that of nar. pr de 


Guzman!“ 


The power of utterance was denied 
both my brother and myſelf, as indeed it 
was to every one elſe, till at laſt Lady 


Clara broke the charm by ſaying, Lord u 


who could have thought all this? For 


— 


© Heaven's fake; my dear Lady Jemima, | 


© curioſity.“ 


+4 


Colonel Belville turning to her, with 
a look that plainly indicated how much 
be was amazed at her ill-breeding, re- 

D - plied, . 


«tell us all about i it, for I am dying Nied 
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| plied, Is No, my Lady; . it will de r 
e proper for us to retire, and leave Lady 
Jemima and Lord Molton in private,” 


Lady Clara coloured, and roſe from her 
ſeat; when finding myſelf ſomewhat reco- 


vered from the ſurprize I had been thrown 
into, I begged that I might nat diſturb 


the company, as I could retire to another 


room with Lord George. Lady C. Ben- 
ſon, however, not ſeconding my requeſt, 


all the company took leave, though it was 
evident Lady Clara had much rather have 
ſtaid. She paid me ſome compliments an 
the diſcovery of my uncle, as did all the 

gentlemen, except Belville, who only made 
me a reſpectful bow ; and turning to my 


brother (who had fat with the utmoſt impa- _ 


tience the whole time, as he, it ſeems, 


knew nothing of his birth and connec- 


tions), faid, Tour title and fortune, 
my Lord, are too trifling to occaſion 


3 much | Joy in ſuch a worthy heart as you 


e have always poſſeſſed; but the happi- 


, neſs you will experience in calling that 
8 n | 40 young 


* 


e 


young lady by. the endearing. name 7 3 


« Siſter, renders, it PEEL. for fy 
sone to with you. more.” 5 | 
The Marquis bowed, hay ſeemed una- 


ble to ſpeak : the Colonel then taking his 


Lady's hand, after another reſpectful bow _ 
to me, quitted the room, and was immedi- 
ately followed by the reſt of the company. 
Lady Caroline now roſe, and taking 
my hand, ſaid, My dear Lady Jemima, 


c how thall I expreſs my joy at a diſco- 


« very ſo intereſting and full of happineſs 
« to you! If I have ever been deficient 


cc inreſpect, which I am afraid I have. 


Here I interrupted her with, „ My 
ce dear Lady Caroline, ſtop! I am under 
on obligations to you that I can never re- 

© pay; and from henceforth let us be 
& friends, as we have long been compa- 
% nions. Let me preſent to you, my un- 
** cle, and to you, my brother, a lady 


* who has been my only friend except ; 


* one (meaning you, my Julia) for theſe 
= two. years paſt,” 2 
Ds =” 
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Lord Molton und my brother each ſa- 
- Juted her, when the former told her he 
ſhould always conſider her as his third 
child; „for (continued he, taking my 
- © brother's hand) this is my ſon by adop- 
& tjon; and this (taking mine) is a child 
I have loved with a parental affection 
c from the firſt moment of her birth; 
e and as to you, my Lady, I muſt con- 
4 trive to have you (continued he, laugh- 
ing) for a daughter. Now, my dear 
children, be ſeated, and let me hear my 
* dear Jemima's hiſtory from the time of 
Sher quitting England. 

U then entered into a circumſtantial re- 
e of my melancholy ſtory, which 
drew tears from. every one preſent. By 
the time I had finiſhed, it was too late for 
my uncle to enter into any particulars re- 
ſpecting himſelf; but telling Lady Caro- 


line, that he and the Marquis would dine 


with her the next day, when he would 
entertain us with his adventures, each of 
the gentlemen ſaluted us, and took their 


* leave. 


As 
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As ſoon as we were alone, her Lady 


ſhip again intreated my forgiveneſs for aũ 
flights ſhe might have ſhewn me; when I 


aſſured her that they were totally oblite- 


ever retain the moſt grateful ſenſe" of the 
| friendly protection and aſſiſtanee with 


rated from my memory, and that I fhouůͤ 


which ſhe had honoured me : in hore, 
my Julia, we have agreed to live together 


as ufual ; and-as'a proof of my confictenet 


in and affection for her, I offered to-entiuſt 


her with the papers containing -theſtory 
of my brother's birth. She was much 


pleaſed at this mark. of my friendſhip - 
and eſteem, which ſhe ſaid ſhe accepted 


with peculiar pleaſure ; and having ac- 
_ . eordingly given her the original Pacquets 


—— 


from which I copied yours, we retired to 


our apartments; I to write my Julia this © | 


long letter, and her Ladyſhip to peruſe 
the papers, for ſhe has not yet rung for 
her maid to undreſs her. 1 


And now, my dear friend, what think 


1 you of this eventtul Tore T0 rg own 
——_— 


— 
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part, I can ſcarcely — yk but 
that the whole is a dream. 2 
I am extremely anxious to e my 
uncle's hiſtory. I juſt aſked him if my 


mother was alive; he told me no- I am. 
ſorry for it, as I could have wiſhed to 
bave received her forgiveneſs, and blef- . 


* | 
Write to me by the return of the poſt, 


- dear Julia; and continue to believe me 


at all times and in every fituation, 


© Your fincere and affectionate friend, 


„ + JEMINA GUZMAN.” 


' > 


LETTER Ln 


The Marquis DE GUZMAN to Sir CHARLES: 


 WILMOT, 


DEAR wil Nor, 


letter cannot exceed that which LI 


have felt, and ſtill continue to feel. Well 
micht Lord Molton ſay, the lovely Jemi- 


ma 


OUR ſurprize at the reeeipt of chis 


q 
1 


WE”. 
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ma Meadows could never be my wife 
but I will give you the 2 of _ | 
very ſingular hiſtory *. 
Thus you fee, Wilmot, that W * U 
2 Knight I am a Marquis; a ſtrange me- 
: tamorphoſis, truly! and that Miſs Mea» 
1 dows, inſtead of being intitled to that 
name, is a Lady by birth, and ſiſter to 
me. Gracious Heaven ! what might have 
been the conſequence of my love for her, 
L atmoſt ſhudder to think. Et is true, my 
uncle always deſired I would not marry 
till he had ſeen the lady; but ſuppoſe he 
had died before any of the preceding diſ- 
coveries and explanations had taken place, 
into what an abyſs of miſery might we 
have plunged ourſelves But I will leave: 
off ſuppoſing, and look forward. to nothing 
but happineſs. 
Lord Molton has aſked' me if I am ſtill 
willing to marry Lady Caroline Benſon? 
Fe * Here the Marquis introduces the various inci- - 
= dents which have already appeared in his fiſter Lady: 
we gal Letter to Miſs Thornton; together with 


e ſtory of his birth, as N n in he firſt 3 | 
5 8 88 10g. | n 


* 
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s * 
* 
— 
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"4 Ty in the affrmative ; * what 

obligations do I not owe her Lady ſhip on 

the ſcore of my charming ſiſter, whom ſhe 

has ſo nobly and ſo generouſly protected - | 

and befriended? We dine with them to- 9 
day, when my uncle promiſes to enter- ; 
tain us with his intereſting ſtory: I muſt 

_ therefore prepare for my viſit —But in- 

deed, I am fo tired of writing, that I 

can ſcarcely hold my pen; for 1 have not 5 

been i in bed the whole night, as you may N 

ſuppoſe by the enormous packet. I -bave 

wrote —Adieu, my dear friend, and be- 2 

lieve me 


Fours, as uſual, 
| | GUZMAN., 


; hat LETTER LVII. 
MitrronNTON to Lady TRAIT GU ZMAN. 


ä of” * =— = 
— - 


TOY, joy to my dear Lady Jemima!” 
How truly happy did the receipt of 
| . e letter make me! My father too 


2 * much rejoiced as I am, and ſends you 
his = 


a » Wa 
_— . 


' * 


| dot't ſhake” your head,” Jemima,” thinks6f | 
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his moſt” ſincere and hearty conffrarula- 1 I 


tions. f nr 


4 long to Best Mhence the report ori- 


ginated of your uncle's death.—I hope 
that you will now experience no further 
cauſe of affliction; that your peace of Sg 


mind will be entirely reſtored ;''and that 1 
ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure to ſee my 


friend united” to fome worthy man, Who 


will obliterate the remembrance of all her 
paſts mortifications and "offerings Nay, 


Belville, and ery, © Oh! ! it can never be“ 


et- ths ſee? There's Sir Cecil Mow 


bray!—If- your- Ladyſhip would vouch- 
ſafe to take compaſſion on him, he would 
ſoon quit the giddy Lady Clara, and attach 


himſelf folely to your lovely ſelf.” You - 
ſay he is too great a rake. Why ſurely, 


my dear, you would not marry a man whe 
never fpoke 'to any woman beſides your- 
felf. For my part, I chink Sir Cecil is 


a very pretty fellow. 


Where, in the name of wonder, did 
mY ſee him !” exclaims my Jemima. '” 


Shall 


4 


4 K 
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F ow”. Sha tell HyoR, or ſhall I not ?—Yes, I 


will. 
- You: muſt know, ook that I ſaw 5 


on a viſit at Sir Thomas Glendower's, 
about two years ago, where I had the ho- 
nour of dancing with him, but have ne- 


3 ver ſeen him ſince: at that time I ranked 


him among the Very Apreeables., If your 
Ladyſhip, therefore, don't chuſe to have 
him, pray inform me of it, that I may 
take a trip to town, and take him off your 
hands. — To tell you a truth, I have 
thought a great deal of him ever ſince, 
though 1 dare ſay be has never beſtowed a 

_ Engle reflection on me. I muſt conclude 
here, however, or my dear Lady Jemi- 
ma may, perhaps, be inclined to ſuſpect, 
from this very extraordinary and unex- 
pected confeſſion, the ſanity of the 4 
tellects of 

d Her Ladyſhip” 5 ſincere friend, 3 
3 JULIA THORNTON. 
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LETTER Lix. 


wo. JEMIMA GUZMAN to Miſs THORNT ON. 


4 BOU three o'clock Lord Man p 


and the Marquis were announced. 
Dinner was immediately introduced, and 
being ſpeedily diſpatched, the fervants 
were diſmiſſed with orders to admit no 
company; when my uncle thus began: 
When I took leave of you, my dear Je- 
<< mima, I was preparing to make the tour 


* of Europe. After having vifitedthemoft 


remarkable places in Holland, France, 


« Italy, and Germany, and endeavoured td 


profit by my obſervations on the manners 
* and cuſtoms of each country, I propoſed 
sto direct mycourſe towards Spain, whenT 


© unexpectedly received the melancholy in- 
ce telligence of my father's death, and of 
* my mother's being alſo (it AS feared) S 
in a dying ſtate. I inſtantly hired poſt- 


oY horſes, but, though I travelled night 


« © and day, arrived too late to pay the laſt - 5 
| duties: 


* 
—_ 5 
» * 
©. 


* 
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*. 
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t quties to either. Shocked at the indif- 
| & ference with which my brother appeared 
«to treat their memories, J could not 
forbear expreſſing my ſurprize at this 
„ behaviour in terms which he reſented 
e ſo highly, that after expreſſing bim- 
e ſelf very warmly, he left me with a 
s declaration that he did not wiſh to ſee me 
«any more. I determined to quit Spain 
ee immediately, though extremely deſirous 
« of ſeeing you; a pleaſure, however, I 
could not enjoy, as you were at that time 
<< placed for the benefit of your health, 
g which. had ſuffered very much from a 
violent fever, at one of the nn 
cee villas in the country. 1 
* Determined, Late, to re my 


s tained an interview with him; when 
e having been informed of the unfeeling 
es treatment you experienced from your 
mother, I recommended you in the 
et. moſt pathetic terms to his paternal pro- 
26 tection. He heard me in ſullen ſilence, 
i but made no reply. I then aſked if he 
5 n no deſire to ſee his ſon, who had 
«© been 


] e 5 


ee brother once more, I folicited and ob- - 


— 
— - 
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& been left under my care in England; as 
ce alſo, whether he did not intend to ac- "Ht 
ce knowledge him. He immediately flew 
, « into a violent rage, forbad me ever to 
þ 7 60 mention the ſubject any more, and pro- 
cc teſted in the moſt ſolemn terms, that he. 
« never would own or receive him as his 
„ child. This declaration produced a 
very warm altercation between us; in 
& which, after having treated his conduct, 
« manners, and principles with equal ſe- 
es xerity and freedom, I left him in diſguſt, 
e and putting up a hearty prayer for my 
Jemima's preſervation, quitted Spain, 
determined to proceed immediately for 
« England, and remove my nephew from 
Eton (where I had placed him under 
« the care of a moſt worthy old lady, 
named Woodward) to 1 dau | 
“ Cambridge. 
My firſt buſineſs on my arivarwls to 
ce yifit my ſon, as I always called him, and 
© whom I had not ſeen ſince he was five 
« years of "age. He was now turned of 
« Uixteen 3 and I was not a little un to 
« find 
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« find him ſo much improved in. perſon. 
6 and accompliſhments, After aſking 


« him if he was willing to go to the 
“ Univerfity, he expreſſed his readineſs 


66 to comply with any commands I might 
& impoſe upon him; and it was on our | 
« journey thither that he firſt queſtion- ' 
«© ed me concerning his parents; when 
told him, that both his father and his 
e mother had died i in his infancy, before he 
cc could be ſenſible of their loſs, . and that 
te they had requeſted me to undertake the 
« office of his guardian. I ought to habe 
mentioned before, that in conſequence T. i 
40 of one of my godfathers having left me 3 
= a very confiderable fortune while I was 
FE <5 upon my tour, I had been obliged by his 
1 « will to aſſume the name of Molton ; 
 # cc and having accidentally directed Mrs. 
x Woodward always to addreſs me by that - 
e game in her ward's preſence, by that 
— young Dudley (as I had called _. 
him) never knew me by any other appel- 
ec lation; and as my brother and I kept up 
3 4 no correſpondence during the abovemen- 
| © tioned Period, and we parted ſo abrupt - 
| « ly 


1 
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ly afterwards, I am inclined to believe, 


that even he too was ignorant of my 


« having exchanged his family- name for 


e that of my godfather. = hs 
Having ſettled Dudley to my ſatis- 


6 faction, I again quitted England, with 


ec an intention of taking a trip to Liſbon, 


< and returning through Spain; when our 
e veſſel was unfortunately captured on its * 


“voyage by an American privateer (after 
« 2a ſmart engagement, in which ſeveral 


«lives were loſt on both ſides) the Captain 


of which inſtantly ſteered with his prize 
«© to Boſton in North America. However, 


J ſoon obtained my liberty, by paying 
« down a ſum of money for my ranſum; 


e and this accident, I ſuppoſe; muſt have 
« given riſe to the report of my death. 
« As ſoon as I had regained my hber- 


* ty, I formed an acquaintance with ſome 
« Engliſh officers who were there on 


4 their parole; and ſpent a month very 
« agreeably with them. I then obtained 
e a paſſport, which carried me in ſafety to 
% New-York. : 
| 2 « When 


— 
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| het When I quitted England, I had pro- 

7 « poſed to return in fix months. As four 
had already paſſed away, and as it would 
„ have been impoſſible for me to have vi- 
e fited Spain and got back to England at 
the expiration. of the allotted time, 1 
* determined to take my paſſage directly 
« there, where J arrived without any further 

d accident, and where I now reſolved to re- 

et main to ſuperintend Dudley's education. 

A year anda half had elapſed, (during 
«which time I wrote ſeveral times to my 
« brother, his lady, and my Jemima, 
ce but received no anſwer) when I was at- 

- * tacked by a dangerous pulmonary com- 
e plaint, occafioned by a cold I caught in 
e hunting. My diſorder in a fewwecks 
« had made ſuch a rapid progreſs, that 
ec my phyſicians judged it neceſſary for me 
to viſit the South of France. Having 
e ſettled my affairs, and depoſited Dudley's 

e hiſtory with my will, that, in caſe of 
my deceaſe, he might know the hiſtory 
of his parents (I had before procured 

3 a Mronetags for him, as well as ſettled a 
| T7 2. | « liberal 


* 
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4 liberal income upon him, with orders 
cc for his quitting the univerſity when he 
* arrived at the age of one - and- twenty. 
] accordingly proceeded to Montpellier, 
« from whence I was ſoon after ordered to 
« Liſbon, where I continued to reſide 
« near two years, before I got the 
« better of my.diforder ; but being by 
« that time tolerably well recovered, 
« determined to return to England 
« through Spain, that I might procure 
c ſome information of my brother and 

«© his family. But gueſs my ſurprize and 
ce aſtoniſhment, when, on my arrival, I 1 
«© was informed by the ſervants (who were 
« all ſtrangers to me) that he had been 
« dead near five years. On defiring to 
e ſee the Marchioneſs, I was informed, 
that ſhe was too much indiſpoſed to ſee 
e any company. However, on my an- 
% nouncing my name and relation to 
her, the ſervant inſtantly conducted 
* me to her, On my entering the 
« apartment where ſhe was fitting, ſur- 
“ rounded with all the paraphernalia of 
« ſickneſs, ſhe gave a violent ſhriek, and 


* inſtantly fainted away. My ſurprize at 
Vor. II. I cc this 


®, 
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«this incident, however, was removed, 
„ when, on her recovery, ſhe told me of 
«© the report which had prevailed of my 
e death. After having explained the cir- 
«© cumſtances which had given riſe to 
< this miſtake, I enquired after my bro- 
ther and niece, when ſhe related the 
te particulars of his death. As to Jemima, 
« (continued ſhe) I am totally ignorant 
4 where ſhe is, as, to avoid being mar- 
« ried to a man I had choſen for her 
c huſband, ſhe has been eloped from me 
<< near four years. Here ſhe entered into 
« 4 circumſtantial detail of your ſtory, 
t fromthe firſt introduction of the Marquis 
4 P' Almeyda, to your ſubſequent confine- 
% ment in, and eſcape from the caſtle ; 
c after which ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had never 
« enjoyed any happineſs fince, and that ſhe 
* had at one time propoſed to go to En- 
<« gland herſelf in ſearch of you, but, be- 
© ing prevented by illneſs, had diſpatched 
«a truſty ſervant thither for that pur- 
„ poſe, who returned without being able 
to procure any tidings. She upbraided 
c herſelf very much for her unkindneſs 


"66 to you, but 8 that if ſhe lived to 
| 66 . 
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<-ſee you again, ſhe would endeavour ' 
« to make you amends for the injuries 
cc and indignities you might have ſuffered. 

«© Theexertions ſhe had made, as well as 
ce the painful ſenſations of ſhame, re- 
* morſe, and regret, which the manifeſtly 
« felt in reciting this narrative, had fo fa- 
« tigued and overpowered her, that the 


« ſunk on her pillow, and I left her in a : 


ce ſituation much eafier to be conceived 
« than deſcribed. I immediately went to 
« the odious caſtle, and on enquiring for 
the old woman, was told that ſhe was 
« dead, and that her ſon was gone no one 
© knew whither. As I could meet with no 
e perſon to give me the leaſt intelligence 
Hof you, I returned to the Marchioneſs's, 
<« whoſe diſorder 1 was told by her ſer- 
« vants had increaſed ſo much during 
© my ſhort abſence, that ſhe had been 
C ſcarcely able to ſpeak, and that ſhe had 
« expreſſed great anxiety to ſee me again. 
“On entering her chamber, and advancing 
* to her bed-fide, ſhe preſſed my hand, 
c and made ſeveral ineffectual attempts to 
5 ſpeak : at laſt, however, the defired ro 
40 be raiſed in her bed, when ſhe thus ad- 

E 2 e dreſled 
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« drefſed me in a faint expiring, tone of 
tt voice: I ſtill hope, Lord George, that 
«you will live to ſee your Jemima (for 
< mine I dare not call her); when 1 requeſt. 
you will not forget to tell her, that in 
. my laſt moments I implored her for- 
4e giveneſs, and, as ſome atonement for the 
« diftrefſes I may have occaſioned her, have 
e bequeathed her every thing in my power 
4 to beſtow. Adieu! God forgive me! 
« So ſaying, ſhe ſunk on her pillow, and 
« J, unable longer to ſuſtain a ſcene ſo. 
e affecting, hurried out of the room, 
« and in about two hours after was in- 
c formed that ſhe was no more. 
& T ſhould before have told you, that 
“during my reſidence in Liſbon, I had 
* the good fortune to reſcue a gentle- 
c man, whoſe name is Mordaunt,” (This 
name, | thought, Julia, was familiar to me, 
though I did not at that time recollect 
where I had heard it)“ from the hands of 
„ ſome aſſaſſins, who had been hired to 
„ murder him. The aſſiſtance J had been ſo 
c fortunate to afford him on this occaſion, 


< produced an acquaintance between us, 
which 


_— 
: 


: . ny e | F 
. — — e . mT. * r "Ws + 
Pr as . A * i 1 L | * 4% \ 
. 2 n Ap SL. << ur 1 : G _ . n "Ss 8 
* ＋ 7 14 Q 8 6 | — . C5 ag 5 
1 > - — iT as >, 7 2 = « 
_ 1 


— 
7. . * 1 


” 4 2 * . 


„ 


* 


LADY IEMIUA GUZMAN. 57 


cc which ſoon ripened into the warmeſt 
«friendſhip. He told me his hiſtory, and I 
ce really compaſſionated him much., His 
ce diſappointments in life had affected his 
« ſpirits and ſoured his temper ſo 
ce much, as to occafion ſome ſingularities 
«* jn his manner and behaviour, which were 
ce miſtaken by many gentlemen for miſan- 
*« thropy ; whilſt the Ladies, from being ac- 
C cuſtomed to receive noanſwer when they 
« ſpoke to him, had given him the title of 
« tbe Silent Man.” (I now, my dear, began 
to recolle& who it muſt be.) * Mr, Mor- 
% daunt having accompanied me to Spain, 
« ſaw my diſtreſs. I told him the hiſtory 
* of my family, when he expreſſed great 
concern for the uneafineſs I appeared to 
labour under on my dear Jemima's ac- 
Cqount; and offered, as my affairs would 
not permit me to leave Spain for ſome 
< time, to go to England in ſearch of you. 
1 This IL readily conſented to ; and 
i having previouſly given him a picture 
of you, which I found in a drefling- 
box belonging to your father, he ſet 
6 * on his expedition. 
E 3 Several 
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Several months elapſed before Theard 
« from him: at laſt, however, I received 
*a lettg informing. me, that he was in 


* hopes he had diſcovered my Jemima, He 


*.added, that you had aſſumed the name 


of Meadows, and lived as a companion 
to a Lady Caroline Benſon ; that you 


*« {eemed to be finely accompliſhed, and 
% had many admirers; that the picture 
<« bore a ſtrong reſemblance of you, but 
„had not in the leaſt flattered. you; and 
that every one ſeemed to think there 


was ſome myſtery in your birth. 


This was the ſubſtance of his letter, 


Land you may be aſſured that the con- 
* rents delighted me not a little. I re- 
„ ſolved inſtantly to haſten to England. 


Upon waiting on my friend Mordaunt, 


4 he told me, that the very evening be- 


© fore he had had an opportunity of 


| * ſpeaking to you at Lady Clara Bel. 


4“ ville's rout, and fancied that he had 
te given you a very ſtrange opinion of him. 


Ino only waited to obtain a fight of you, 
as did not chuſe to call at Lady Caro- 
4 line” $3 1 determined therefore to contrive 


« to 


* 
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ce to ſee you at ſome public place, as I had 
« ſeveral affairs to ſertle before I could. 
T diſcover myſelf, 7 
One morning, in the courſe of fbme, 
* converſation with Dudley, he happened 
« to mention your intention of going to the 
«« Opera in.the,evening. I thought this an 
«excellent opportunity to ſee you; and 
having framed an excuſe for putting off 
his engagement to attend you, I ſent for 
«© Mordaunt to accompany me. I placed 
% myſelf in a corner of the houſe, in order 
* to keep myſelf as unobſerved as poih- 
« ble; but when I ſaw you enter, I 
© could ſcarcely keep my feat. My friend. 
ec watched you narrowly; and, on your pull- 
ing off your glove, obſerved you to drop 
© ſomething, but could not diſcover what it 
was, till, on your leaving the Pit, he per- 
* ceived ſomething glitter, and, on pick- 
ing it up, found it was a Rins:: On 
© my examining it, I immediately knew 
* it to be the identical ring I had given 
* you.—All anxiety for your ſafety. now: 
** vaniſhed, as doubt no longer remained. 
E 4 | « In. 
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c In a week's time all my affairs be- 
«ing ſettled to my ſatisfaction, I deter- 


e mined to make myſelf known—the reſt. 
«© you are acquainted with. 
* And now,” continued Lord George, 


rifing and taking my brother's hand and 


mine, © let me once more preſent you to 
each other. To you, my Lord, whoſe 


e property it is, I reſign your father's 
&« eſtate; and you, my Jemima, I ſhall 
5 m ediatel) put in poſſeſſion of the 
* ample fortune bequeathed you by your 
* parents. Continue to love each other as 
& you have hitherto done, and permit me 


te to conſider you both as my children. 


Let me hope too, (added he, taking 


© Lady Caroline's hand) that I ſhall very 


“ ſoon be able to acknowledge another 
&« child in you, Madam.” Lady Caroline 
looked aſtoniſhed, but ſeemed as if ſhe 


would not prove cruel to my brother a 

third time. 155 | 
It being late, my uncle and brother 
took their leave, and we retired to reſt. . 
Good Heaven! my Julia! what a me- 


tamorphoſis dure experienced in theſe 
two 


* 


2 
* 
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two days My poor mother! Would it 
had pleaſed the Almighty to have ſpared 

her life, that I might have experienced her 
- maternal tenderneſs! But his will be done! 


© LADY CLARA, unable longer to re 
ſtrain her curioſity, came yeſterday morn- 
ing, and, entering my drefſing-room juſt 
as I was in the middle of my ſtory, - ex- 
claimed, © My dear, dear Lady Jemima, 
c for Heaven's fake, tell me all about this 
«ſtrange aa, for I am abſolutely dying | 
«© to hear. it.“ 
I ſmiled,” and gave her Ladyſhip, he 
outline of my ſtory. _ | 
„And ſo (replied ſhe, when 1 had 
« finiſhed it) you preferred living in this 
dependent ſtate, rather than marry the 
3 Marquis D*Almeyda ?” | 
_ * Certainly, my Lady; for any ſtate 
© was. preferable to an alliance with the 
man I deteſted. . Befides, when I marry, 
„ intend it ſhall be with one whom I ſin- 
* cerely love, that I may in every point 
fy religiouſly fulfil my marringe vow.” 


„ 60 Lord- 


2 


- 
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cc Lord-a-merey! why, I have never 
thought of mine ſinee the firſt day T be- 


«© came Belville's wife.” 

«I am ſorry for it, my Lady.” 

Well, but, my dear, do you know, 
« that if I was not married, I ſhould ſet 
6 my cap at your brother, in ker to be 
4 related to you?“ 

4 Your Ladyſhip would not . 1 
te believe, as the Marquis is engaged.” 

% Ah! Lord! is he? To whom to 
« whom, my dear?“ 


Þ % am not at liberty to mention that, 


my Lady,” replied I, laughing. 
«© Well, I don't care, as I ſhall ſoon 


„ know it, for your affair 1s half over the 
“ Town already.” 


& I may thank your Ladythip for that, | 


«1 fancy.” 


* Aye, to be ſure ! You would not ' bl | 
cc it kept a ſecret, would you? But it 


e grows late, I muſt be gone.— had al- 


% moſt forgot to tell you, that Captain 

„ Hillgrove has left us.—Adieu ! ; Call 
4 ſoon” - and away ſhe tripped. | | 
What a giddy creature it is! Poor Bel. 


ville! I pity. hum, as he can't be bappy. 
And 


* 
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And fo, my dear, Sir Cecil Mowbray 
is a favourite of yours? How fly you 
- were not to let me know it ſooner! Well, 
I have heard a tolerable character of him 
lately; and if he will promiſe to reform, 
he ſhall have my Julia. | 5 
I am ſo tired that I can add no mare, 


except that I am always 
Yours affectionately, 


JEMIMA GUZMAN. 


P.S. Captain Hillgrove did not call 
before he left Town. 


LETTER LX. 
Captain HILLGROVE toSir CHARLES BURTON. 


 OOD Heaven! what a: ſurprize, 
Burton! Miſs Meadows proves to 
be a Lady by birth.—I am amazed be- 
yond expreſſion !! The particulars of this 
diſcovery, however, I muſt defer till we 


meet,—Poor Belville, how J pity him! 
E 6 92 For 
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For my part, I cannot be happy till I 
fee him ſo ; but when that will be, Hea- 
ven knows. You ſay in your laſt letter, 
% Why do you reproach yourſelf ? You 
„ did not compel him to marry Lady 
Clara.“ True, my friend; but I was 
contemptible enough to ſuggeſt any and 
every thing which might depreciate Miſs 
Meadows (now Lady Jemima Guzman) 
in his opinion ; in ſhort, I practiſed every 
art in my power to perſuade him to marry 
Lady Clara. I cannot ſee Lady Jemima 
again, having proved an inſtrument of 
rendering her, as well as the deſerving Bel- 
ville, unhappy, for J am eertain ſhe loves 
him : I ſhall therefore ſet off for Burton- 
Hall to-morrow morning; and having 
not yet informed Henry of my intention, 
mall now drop my pen, that I may tell 
him, as I hear his voice in the hall. 


— — — — 


* | | Evening: 
1 74 Went to Belville immediately, and 
44 eaquainted him with my reſolution of ſets 
ting off for the Hall to-morrow. He ap- 


peared | 
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| peared ſurprized, but defifed I would fa- 
vour him with a quarter of an hour's 
converſation. Lady Clara (added he) 
« wiſhes me to invite Lady Jemima and 
« her brother to ſpend a few weeks at 
4 our country-ſeat, this ſummer : I can? 
<« not ſay that I much approve of her re” 

« queſt; do you BY 

« Certainly not. 

4 ſhould: be very ſorry to have Eady 
« Jemima of the party; for though I 
have naw baniſhed all love for her La- 
« dyſhip from my heart, yet to be à 
« daily witneſs of her amiable qualities; 
might tempt me to draw unpleafant 
«© compariſons, which, perhaps, might 
«tend to render my wife uneaſy; and; as 
{© have before ſaid, ſhe ſhall never think 
« [ſlight her for anather, except ſhe will 
« be weak. enough to introduce a hands 
* ſomer woman than herſelf into my houſe; - 
hen I would not chuſe to anſwer fof 
«the conſequence, if the fair. one ſhewed 
no averſion to me. Eh, Edward, what 
* ſay you?“ 3 
He 
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He faid this with a Twigh, though it 
was evident his heart did not correſpond 
with his countenance. What you ſay 
(returned I) is very juſt; but I believe 


66 there 1 18 no danger of Lady — 


« accepting the invitation.“ 
„If I were certain of that, I Ie 


«aſk her, were it only to pleaſe my wife. 
But what makes you think ſhe would 
ei not accept it? 


AI can aſlign no particular reaſon, ex- 


«© cept that having juſt diſcovered her 
t uncle and brother, I ſhould ſuppoſe ſhe 


„would rather wiſh to ſpend her time 


with them. But you are not going out 


«of town yet, Belville?“ 
O no; I expect my ſiſter every ay; 


e to paſs a month with us; neither would 


&© my wife, I ſuppoſe, chuſe to leave 
«© town till after the Birth-day.—Don't 
«you think, my friend, Lady Clara is. 


e much altered for the better, fince Sir 


Cecil Mowbray has defiſted from viſit- 


* ing us? In my opinion, ſhe is quite 
wy another Woman. To be ſure, ſhe has ſtill 
4% many 
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sc many childiſh *levities ; but 1 hope 
to wean her even from theſe in a ſhort : 
c time, and then I truſt we ſhall be very 
« happy. As to Lady Jemima, while the 
was Miſs Meadows, I could not ſo well 
ce curb my paſſion ; but fince ſne is be- 
©« come Lady Jemima Guzman, my ſen- 
<« timents are totally changed]; for if Thad * 
c even been ſingle, I do not think that 1 
-* ſhould have now  Fentured to offer my- 
46 ſelf. 9 | 

No! why not?“ cried I, with a pre- 
cipitation for which I was afterwards 
very angry with myſelf. 

No, Hillgrove, no! When 8 

1 « Miſs Meadows, had I poſſeſſed a fer- 

tune to ſupport her, and could have ob- 

«tained the conſent of my friends, I 
ſhould have been proud to have called 
© her mine. But it ſhall never be ſaid, 
that Belville, who rejected her whileiſhe 
* was poor and friendleſs, ſued for her the 
„moment he came to the knowledge of 
'« her real ſituation in life, No, my 
pride would not ſuffer me to act ſo con- 
8 « temptibly z 


I temptibly ; and were I diſengaged to- 


. morrow, I would ſhun her guſt as ca- 


c gerly as I do now.“ 


Ay! well, theſe are all punilios. — 


But how de you propoſe to put off 
e Lady Clara? 


„Why, I ſhall tell her, that abe i 


„ time enough to think of it, as we ſhall 


not go into the country theſe two or three 
months; and as Clara, you know, is 


« very eaſy, I dare ſay ſhe will be very 


e ell contented, and run to her harpſi- 


„ chord, 06 uſual, . in high good-hu- 


cc mour.” 
Seo our Ran 54. But not- 


-withſtanding Henry's bravado, I am very 
doertain that he has not yet conquered his 


paſſion for the charming Jemima. How-_ 


ever; I think with him, that Lady Clara 


* 


is much altered for: the better, and moſt 


fervently wiſn ſhe may continue ſo, as 1 
am certain the Colonel would then root 


A 


every other object from his breaſt; -but 1 


very much fear, that with the firſt. new 
face which comes in her way, ſhe will 
22 again 
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again play the ſame game ſhe Me with Sir 
Cecil Mowbray. | 


Adieu, Burton! I propoſe being with you i 
by Thurſday next, till when believe me 
Yours, as uſual, | 


- EDWARD EILLGROVE. 


LETTER LXI. 


Miſs THORNTON to Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN. 


| Received my dear Lady Jemims' 8 
packet laſt Tueſday, for which I am 
very much obliged to her, but ſhall for- 
bear making any comments on the beha= 
viour of the Marchioneſs, as I am ſure. 
my Jemima's diſpoſition is too tender and 
affectionate, not to be pained by any 
ſtrictures, however juſt, on her mother's. 
conduct. But, my dear, you forgot to 

mention The Silent Man. Angry as you Was 

with him at Lady Clara's rout, you ſee he 

Was one of your good Genii, as but for 
1 
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him you W would not have been ſo 
ſoon diſcovered. 5 
And ſo your brother Dudley (for 1 
think I ſhall always call him by that name) 
is going to take Lady Caroline to him for 
a wife ! I fincerely wiſh him all happineſs. 
Pray, my dear, what do the beau-monde 
ſay of your metamorphoſis, as you call 
it here? I long to know. 
I find my dear Lady Jemima has po- 
ſitively ſet it down for a fact, that I am 
over-head-and- ears in love with Sir Cecil 
Mowbray. Why, to confeſs the truth, 
I don't know how it happens to be ſo- but 
I believe, were he to offer himſelf, I 
mould not be able to refuſe him: how- 
ever, I can expect no propoſal from that 
quarter while your Ladyſhip remains un- 
married. | 
T have lately had two offers; the one 
from Mr. Glendower, ſon of Sir Thomas, 
the other from young Carey; but neither 
of theſe gentlemen are adapted to my 
taſte; and very much are they offended, 


to think = fa country girl ſhould 
refuſe 


9 1 


\ 
9 


refuſe them: but I ſhall reſerve my per. 
ſon and fortune for ſomething better than 


gamblers and fox-hunters. 

I impatiently expect another letter from 

you, and hope to receive one ſoon. I 

fancy, as Lady Clara ſays, Captain Hill- 

grove is a great favourite; but let me 

hear all about him, and every body elle, 

the firſt opportunity. * dear friend, 

| adieu 

Vours afſetionately Nin 
N T HORNTON. 


LETTER LI. 
Sir CECIL MOWBRAY to Sir GEO. MAYNARD. 


ELL, I always ſaid ſhe was not 
| what ſhe appeared to be Don't 
you remember, Maynard, that I told you 
Miſs Meadows was ſomething better than 


| ſhe ſeemed willing to let the world think.- 
; Faith, 
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Faith, ſo ſhe is; for, inſtead of — a 
Numble companion to Lady Caroline Ben- 
ſon, ſhe is the only daughter of a Mar- 
quis; and, what is ſtranger ſtill, ſhe is ſiſ- 
ter to Dudley! How the devil they have 
managed it, I know not; but the ſtory 
current about Town is, that the fa- 
ther of Miſs Meadows, otherwiſe Lady 
Jemima Guzman, had this Dudley by a 
former wife, but would never acknowledge 
him; that Lord George, his brother, at the 
dying requeſt of his mother, took him 
under his protection, and brought him up 
as the ſon of a deceaſed friend; that this 
Miſs Meadows, who is by a ſecond mar- 
"Tiage, eloped from her mother, in order to 
avoid being united to a man ſhe deteſted, 
and came over to this country, where 
- ſhe has now reſided ſeveral years, during 
which time ſhe has kept her , real birth 
and connections concealed; but at laſt, 
from the loſs of a ring, was accidentally 
diſeovered by her uncle. 

This is all I know of the ſtory. How 
"far it may be true, I cannot pretend to 


Ars 
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ſay; but Dudley is now Marquis de Guz-.. 
man, and poſſeſſed of a princely eſtate ; and 
Miſs Meadows is his fiſter, with a fortune 
of more than fifty thouſand pounds. - Ah, 
Maynard! I ſhould have no objection to 
enter even the nooſe of matrimony with ſuch 
a woman and ſuch a fortune; but ſhe is re- 
ſolute and will not have me. She told me 
this morning, that ſhe was much obliged 
to me for my good opinion of her; © but I 
s aſſure you, Sir Cecil (continued ſhe), 
that 1 have not yet ſeen the man Whom 
I can with any propriety think of ia. 
« huſband.” FP 
With propriety Rather an e 
3 methinks; is it not, Maynard? 
for ſhe has certainly ſeen a man whom 
ſhe could like. Who he is, I know not; 
neither ſhall 1 Pn myſelf to diſcover 
him. 
ny told her he muſt not baniſh me 8 ; 
| her preſence. She ſmiled, and anſwered, 
that ſhe ſhould be always happy to ſee me 
as an acquaintance, but hoped I would 


think of nothing more. I bowed, ſighed, 
| whined 
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whined out my ſorrow, like all other 
rejected lovers, and took my leave. 
All her old lovers are teazing her from 
morning till night, as ſhe is not a ty- 

rannical miſtreſs; for ſhe is civil and po- 

lite to all her ſlaves. Both Darcy and 
Moleſworth are dying for her, though I 
dare ſwear neither of them love her more 
than I do; but devil take me if I pine 
myſelf to death for E. of the Pony 
creatures! | 
Mell, this is a ble libs letter; yet 

hel not once mentioned Lady Clara Bel. 
ville. The reaſon is, that I have forgot 
her, as indeed her Ladyſhip has forgot me. 
When we meet in public, ſhe gives me a 
vacant ſtare, which I return with a careleſs 
bow, and ſhe commonly anfwers it by a 
nod: thus you ſee what terms we are on. 

I have been thinking, Maynard, tis a 
pity that Lady Clara and myſelf had not 
been joined together; for each would 
have been ſo indifferent about the other, 
that we might both have purſued our own 


| ichcimes en giving either any uneaſi- 
2 | neſs, 
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neſs.— Apropos, her Ladyſhip ſeems to 
like her . huſband rather better than ſhe 
did; though the good-natured world are 
pleaſed to ſay they will not long continue 

ſo, as they take it for granted that ſhe 
will fall in love with the firſt new face 
ſhe may like better. This is what the 
Ton ſays, and by Jupiter I believe it. If 
I was her huſband, I think I would fooner 


bear the weight of my horns, than be 
tied to her for life. 


My pen is tired as well as myſelf; there- 


fore J muſt put a period to this long 
ſcribble from 


Yours 5 


CECIL MOWBRAY. ; 


P.S. Bromley is returned back a greater 
coxcomb than he went. He is raiſed to 
the rank of Colonel though Heaven 
knows for what. 
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LETTER LXUI 
: "FF 2 . 


r 8 1 5 
Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN to Miſs THORNTON. 


INDEED, my dear Julia, I was very 
| ungrateful-in not mentioning The Silent 
Man, but I was too tired to add a ſingle 
line to my laſt pacquet. I will, however, 
endeavour to do him juſtice, by giving 
bim a conſpicuous place in my preſent 
. 

The day after Lord 8 enter- 
tained us with the relation of his ſtory, 
he brought Mr. Mordaunt to viſit me. I 
believe, my dear, I have never given you 
his portrait take it as follows: Mr. 


eyes—complexion dark—but there is a 
kind of melancholy in his countenance 
which inſpires you with pity. * 


After complimenting me on having ſo 


fortunately diſcovered my uncle, he made 
an apology for his odd behaviour at Colo- 


ve! Belville's ; I begged, however, he 


would 


- 3 2. 
4 * 
* A 
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Mordaunt is tall, though not luſty—black 


4 
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would not mention it. A converſation 
now took place, in which Mr. Morgaunt 
by no means proved himſelf the Silent Man, 
but threw out many judicious obſervations 
both on men and manners. Our party, 
however, was too ſoon, in my opinion, 
broke up, by the entrance of Sir Cecil 
Mowbray ; when my uncle. and his friend 
roſe, and wiſhed me a good morning, the 
latter at the ſame time telling me, he 
ſhould do himſelf the honour of ſome- 
times calling to enquire after my health. 


Sir Cecil ſtared at Mr. Mordaunt, and 
aſked, when he was gone, if he too was one 
of my admirers ? | 

I told him he was not; fo Mr. Mor- 
daunt only viſited me as my uncle” * 
friend. | 
Indeed, my dear Julia, I wiſh you 


would come and take this Sir Cecil off my 
hands, for he follows me like a ſhadow. 
I took occaſion to mention your name 
to Lady Caroline, while he was here; he 
ſtarted, and turning to me, ſaid, << Pray, 
* Madam, is it Miſs Thornton of Wilt- 
6 ſhire ?” 


Ve. I. 5 ol WW Yes, 
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* Ves, Sir; do you: know ber d 

I had the pleaſure of ſeeing her ſe- 
<'yeral times, about three years ago, 
«< while I was on a viſit to Sir Thomas 
4 Glendower; and I think her auen 


s agreeable young lady.“ 


« Indeed, Sir, the is, and one of my 


© moſt particular friends.” 


This was all that paſſed, and he ſoon 


after made his conge. 
You ſay in your letter, that you think, 
with Lady Clara Belville, Captain Hill- 


_ "grove is a great favourite of mine. Indeed, 


my dear, he is, as I think him well- 
behaved, ſenſible, polite, and very different 
-from moſt of the petits-maitres which at 
preſent grace, or more properly difgrace, our 
army. So far he is certainly a great favou- 
rite, but no farther ; and I do aſſure you, 
were the Captain to offer himſelf, he would 
not be the object of my choice; neither have 
I yet ſeen the man I can think of for a 
huſband. I know my Julia ſmiles at this. 
To be ſure, I did love Colonel Belville ; 
but as he is married, I think it my duty 
to forget that 1 ever viewed him in any 

other 
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other light than that of a friend. As to 
matrimouy, I have not the leaſt inclination 
for it at preſent. I may, perhaps, be 
deemed difficult ; but I intènd never to 
marry till I ſee im I can thoroughly love. 
I called yeſterday morning on Lady 
Clara Belville, and was uſhered into her 
dreſſing- room. On my entrance, the ex- 
claimed, My dear Lady Jemima, how 
« do you do? - For my part, I am dying 
c with the head-ach.” - 
l am ſorry for it, my Lady. How is 
the Colonel??? 25 
Extremely well: he is gone to meet 
his ſiſter.“ 1 
« Miſs Belville is coming to town then? wy 
« Yes, to ſpend a month or two: I wiſh 
« ſhe was married.“ 
« Why, my Lady ? 
«© Why ! Becauſe huſbands? fiſters are 
« generally placed over us wives as ſpies.” 
« I will not pretend to deny that this 
© may not ſometimes prove true; but Iam 
e certain that Colonel Belville can have 
no ſuch intention; neither can I per- 
L fuade myſelf. that his fiſter would un- 
2 « dertake 
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40 dertake fuch an unfriendly o ce. Be- 
e fades, ſurely your Ladyſhip would do 
e nothing to incur cenſure, unleſs from 
inadvertence.“ 5 

% Ah! la! but I ſhould; for I am 
vc continually doing ſomething or other 
<< to give the Ces occaſion to find 
fault with me.” : 

„Dear Lady Clara, how ſorry am I to 
hear you talk thus! Surely you are not 
„ ſpeaking ſeriouſly ? for as I cannot think 
« you would give the Colonel occaſion to 
- © be. continually finding fault, ſo neither 
can I ſuppoſe that he would do it with- 

* out a cauſe.” | ba 

40 Oh no, to be ſure; He muſt be in 
& the right. Why, now, I'll give you an 
&« inſtance: Lord Milton called yeſterday 
* morning, and told me he was going to 
%a rehearſal at the Opera-Houſe.— May 
* Thave the honourof attending your Lady- 
© ſhipthere?” (continued he). O yes, (re- 
- «& plied I;) for I ſhould like to go, above all 

things. When does it begin, my Lord? 

« for I am ready when you are, I roſe, as 

”y did alſo his . any and ſo did my ſurly 
*« huſband, 
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© huſband, (Heavens! what a mouth- | 
« ful!) who ſaid, I beg your pardon, 
my Lord, but I fancy Lady Clara has for- 

got au engagement ſhe is under a neceſſity 
* of complying with. You know, my 
dear, you promiſed to call on Mrs. Wal- 
c  fingham.'—* Ah, well, ſhe will excuſe 
« me, for 1 long to hear the new opera re- 
c hearſed, and I am ſure, Colonel, you 
« will make my excuſes, —I gave my hand 
« to Lord Milton, and throwing the moſt 
good humoured ſmile in the world upon 
* my Caro Spoſo, hurried away: but when 
& I came home, here was Belville in ſuch a 
«© fume and fret, you never ſaw the like! 
Indeed, Madam, (ſaid he, the moment 
©] entered) I cannot approve of your 


conduct; it is very improper. for a 


* young married Lady to be ſeen with an 
© unmarried man; and that man too known 
© to poſſeſs the moſt libertine principles. 
* You knew I could not attend you, as I 
© was ſtrictly prohibited from going out. 
© What muſt the World think, to ſee you 
* at the Opera-Houſe, unattended by your 
* huſband, or any female companion, and 

F 3 © with 


\ 4 


w HISTORY OF 
« with Lord Milton too?“ Thus he ran 
* on, and continued in the dumps the 
© whole day: now was there ever any 
0 * ſo churliſn? 

*© Good Heavens! my dear, is it for 
* this. you call the Colonel churlith > I am 
ſure you muſt have Ot yourſelf to 
© have been in the wrong.“ 

* Ay, ay! I knew you would join 
© with' him.—There's you, Hillgrove, 
„and the Colonel, want to drive all the 
men away from the houſe. Would to 
« Heaven I had never married! Here a 
ſervant entered with a letter“ Oh lud! 
e (exclaimed ſhe) if here is not a let- 
ester from my couſin, Lady L aura 

> Beaumont.“ | N f 

I now roſe, and took my leave. Hea- 
ven knows where her Ladyſhip's giddineſs 
will end; but I am ſure I tremble for her. 
Adieu, my dear friend. 


Yours fincerely, | 
| ; JEMIMA GUZMAN. 


þ 
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LETTER LXIV. 


Lady LAURA BEAUMONT to Lady CLARA. 
BELVILLE. | 


O, couſin Clara, you are LY and 


103 


2 


* 


3 


to a prodigious, handſome man, I 


hear! I ſuppoſe you think me dead, from 
my not having wrote to you for ſome 


am not, but ſhall ſoon make my appear- 
ance in the gay world, as I am now of 
age, and have my fortune at my own dif- 
poſal ; 
gloomy walls, though very much againſt 
the inclination of my guardian, And here, 
my dear Clara, permit me to add, if ſuch 


a propoſal ſhould. not. proye difagreeable, 


that I ſhould be happy to live with you; 


I ſhall therefore. ſoon. quit theſe 


months paſt: thank Heaven, however, $i 


tho' I beg I may not in the leaſt incom- 


mode you. Pray let me know by the re- 


turn of the poſt, if you have any objection 


F 4 dren} 


to my requeſt. I muſt own (for you know 
we were brovghs up together, when chil- 
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. 5 
dren) that 1 ſhould like to live with you 


agreeable, or your houſe not large enough, 
pray do me the favour to let your ſteward 
take a ſmall one, as near to your Lady- 
ſhip as poſſible. 

I affure my dear Clara I ſhall expect 


hope ſhe will not delay writing to her 
affectionate couſin, . 


— 


LAURA BEAUMONT. 


LETTER LXV. 


| Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 


DEAR NED, 

A' NOTHER ftrange requeſt from my 
Lady! As we fat at breakfaſt this 
morning, ſhe addrefſed me with, Co- 
00 lone], I have received a letter from a 

ED. « friend 


prodi ouſly ; but if my company is not 


her anſwer with impatience, therefore 
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ly anxious to live with you, my dear! 


&* you, ſhe is a very good girl.“) 
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« friend of mine, who wiſhes very much 
« to come and ſpend the reſt of the win- 
ce ter with me: have you any objection 955 

ce It is impoſſible for me to ſay whether 
I have or not, my 58 as you have 
60 not yet told me who it is. 

% Why, it is a Couſin,” | 

Male or female, my Lady * 

« Well, then, to put you out of your 
« pain, *tis Lady Laura Beaumont: you 
« have heard of her, I dare ſay? 

7208 My dear Lady Clara may invite any 
« of her female friends, certainly ; I muſt 
« own, however, I do not very much ap- 
« prove ——” Here ſhe interrupted me 
by faying, © Pray read her letter”—a 
copy of which I encloſe for your peruſal. 
_ Having read, I returned it, at the ſame 
time ſaying, © The lady ſeems extreme- 
qo, 

« Yes, ſhe does; and I do not ſee how 

e you can have any objection. I do aſſure 


© 
— * % , 
* 


In ſhort, Ned, I aſſented to the queſt 


though I do not altogether * of it; 


F 5 | but 
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but 1 would, if poſlible, pleaſe Lady 


Clara. | 5 
My ſiſter is come to town, but ſpends 


Her mornings chiefly with Lady Jemima 


Guzman and Lady Caroline Benſon. 


I received a moſt affectionate letter from 


my aunt Belville by Matilda, wherein ſhe 
begs I will © take care of my precious 
« health,” as ſhe is pleaſed to call it. And 
| now 1 am on that topic, I wilt frankly ownto 
vyou that I fear my conſtitution is declining. 
Dr. Elliott adviſes me to go to Briſtol ; 

but Tam unwilling to propoſe it, as I am 
certain my wife would not be pleaſed to 
leave Town juſt now ; I will therefore de- 
fer it at leaſt till next month. All my 
friends appear uneaſy about me except 
Lady Clara, who, when aſked after my 
health, commonly anſwers, He is very 
% well.” But ſhe is fo giddy, that ſhe 
ſcarcely knows what ſhe ſays : befides, I 
do not tell her how ll I really am. My 
Father wiſhes me to throw up my com- 


miſfon: I cannot, however, approve of 
| his 
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his requeſt; as, inthe preſent ſtate of pub- 
lic affairs, the world might, perhaps, 
impute my reſignation to diſhonourable 
| motives. If my wife, indeed, deſired it, 
E might be tempted to comply; but 1 
know ſhe wiſhes me to continue in the 
army, as ſhe has repeatedly ſaid; that the | 
dearly loves a red coat and cockade. 
You will probably call this a very dull, 
ſtupid letter, Ned, but I am not in ſpirits 
to day, therefore ſhall conclude as horny 
Yours, 


HENRY BELVILLE. 


LETTER LXVL 


Lady CLARA BELVILLE: to 
BEAUMONT, 


Lady LAURA 


Received my dear Lanra's letter, the 
prayer of which is affented to with 
the greateſt pleaſure both by myſelf and 
| Colonel Belville, and we expect you with 
F. 6 impa- x 


4 
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impatience. / I had indeed, child, begun 
to think you never intended to vifit the 
gay metropolis again. For Heaven's ſake, 
what could induce your guardian to keep 
you ſo long in the country? For my part, 
L thought you were married to ſome bump- 
kin of a country ſquire, but am rejoiced to 
find you are not, as here are men enough 
for you to chuſe out of. Indeed, my dear, 

I have to the full as many admirers now 
Tam married as I had when ſingle, and 
can therefore ſpare you at leaſt half a 
dozen. — As to my Belville, he is not the 
man I thought bim before we were mar- 
ried ; for he is of ſuch a jealous diſpo- 
fition, that he is afraid of my peaking 
to any other man. He has driven one 
- away from the houſe already; yet he is 
ſometimes ſo very good-natured, that you 
would think he could deny me nothing.— 
We have a fiſter of his at preſent with us, 
on a viſit; a good ſober ſort of a body 
enough; but ſhe is ſeldom at home, as ſtile 


HEE ſpends moſt of her time with a friend of 


ker's, a Lady Jemima Guzman. | 
| Having 


, 
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Having thus, child, given, you a little 
ſketch of the. family you are coming 
into, I will conclude with hoping you 
will make all poſſible haſte to 


Yours ſincerely, 
CLARA BELVILLE. 


— 
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Mig BBLVILLE to Miſs HERBE R/T 


Y brother met me ar Salthill, laſt 4 
Monday morning; but how ſhock'd, 2 
my dear Lucy, was I to ſee him All his 
fine colour is fled, and he is ſcarcely any 
thing but ſkin and bones. I could not + 
ſuppreſs my tears at the fight of him 
though he aſſured me he was much better 
than he had been for ſome time, and en- 
deavoured to appear chearful: his efforts, 
however, were in vain; and glad was I 
when we got to Hill-ftreet; for he looked 
lo pale, and ſeemed ſo fatigued, that 1 

: 1 though 


12 
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5 he would have fainted, When 
we got home, I tried to perſuade him to 
lie down, but he refuſed. 

I was very much hurt to obſerve Lady Cla- 
ra take little or no notice of him. I am cer- 
tain, Lucy, that my brother is far from be- 
ing happy. How aſtoniſhing, that a woman 
vrho affected to love my brother like Lady 
Clara, ſhould ſo ſoon grow indifferent to 
him! Upon my word, ſhe ſeems as un- 
concerned about him, as if he were an utter 
ſtranger to her; and joins in every party of 
pleaſure, tho ſhe never offers to keep him 
company; for Doctor Elliott has defired 
he may be kept very quiet. Henry feems 
very compoſed, and never wiſhes her to put 
off any party, either at home or abroad. 
1 cannot help thinking that he prefers 
another woman to Lady Clara, I think 
ſometimes it is Lady Caroline Benſon ; 
then I check myſelf again, as he might 
as well, have. made her an offer as Lady 
Clara, I once thought of Miſs Meadows 
(now Lady Jemima Guzman); but then, 
why d did he not reveal his paſſion for her? 

Probably, 
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Probably, he might ſuppoſe my father 
and mother would” not confent to the 
match; neither do I ſuppoſe they would ; | 
but he. might at leaſt have tried. Another 
thing : If Lady Jemima loved him 4 1 
have ſome reaſon to believe ſhe does), ſhe 
would have made herſelf known. In ſhort, 
I cannot tell what to think; for he is fo al- 
tered ſince laft November, that none of 
his friends would know him.—I am 
frightened to death through fear of loſing 
him; as, if he was to die, L ſhould trem- 
ble for the lives of my dear and much- 
revered parents; and I am ſure very ill 
could I ſuſtain his loſs. His phyſician ad- 
viſes him to go to Briſtol, but he has de- 
| ferred it for the preſent.— If he is not bet- 
ter in a day or two, I ſhall SY 83 
to my father and mother. | 

Tou will call this, I fear, a very aul 
letter. It is ſo, indeed; my thoughts are 
ſo occupied with my brother, that I can 
think of nothing elſe. However, I will 
Juſt tell you that I have got a lover al- 
ready a Colonel Bromley, the moſt 

| conceited | 


* % 
* , 
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conceited fop you ever ſaw. — The cox- 
comb is certainly very handſome, but ſo 
vain, that it is impoſſible to bear him; 
yet my ſiſter-in-law ſays, he is the pret- 
tieſt fellow; ſhe ever ſaw in her life, Can 
my brother be happy with ſuch a wo- 
man? No, I am ſure, my Lucy ſays, 

as does 

Her affectionate friend, 

MATILDA BELVILLE- 


* - . „ 
. : #% ; . S 
* 4  d > # » 7 
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| Colonel BROMLEY to Captain BROMLEY, 


TON my bond, Erneſt, thou! art 
exceedingly impertinent to ſend thy 
elder brother ſuch a letter of advice as 
nov lies before me !—Doſt thou think 1 
am Hot capable of taking care of myſelf? 
What the devil, you certainly thought 
you were writing to a ſchool- boy! I have 
; ſurely «right to ſpend my fortune as I 
: War 


F-41195 
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think proper; and if T have the misfor- 
tune to ruin my eſtate, why a rich wife | 
muſt mend it again; for I may venture to 
ſay, I believe, that few women to whom TI 
ſhould be inclined: to make an offer, will 
refuſe your brother Adolphus. Eh, Er- 
"neſt, do you think they will ?—Why at 
this preſent time, there are three pretty 
creatures dying for me, and one of them 
is married into the bargain ; the ſecond is 
a fiſter-in-law of her's, a poor bluſhing 
country Thing, who is come to ſpend a 
couple of months in Town ; and of the 
third I ſhall ſay little at preſent, except 
that ſhe is a lady of quality, with a very 
large fortune; but having ſeen her but 
once, I cannot determine whether [ ſhall 
like her or not. | 

I have only to repeat the advice l Fa 
often given you, my ſage, prudent, ſober, 
moralizing brother Erneſt; which is, to 
ſpeak to ſome of your friends to procute 
you a place in the church, as I am certain 
you would make an excellent parſon: and 
remember, that I defire you will ſend no 

more 


9 


more of yaur. letters of advice to me, as 
I ſhall not trouble myſelf to anſwer them; 
though I have no objection to hear from 
you when out of your ſaber fits. 

| Yours, - 


. ADOLPHUS BROMLEY-. 


£ 


LETTER LXIX. 


bs 
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The « Marqui DE GUZMAN to Sir CHARLES 
Sf WILNMOT. 


1 Hope by this time my friend is ar- 
rived ſafe at Hamilton Park, and 
found his worthy uncle better than he 
Expected.—You cannot think how much 
we miſs you! As to Lady Caroline, you 
are ſuch a favourite with her, that I am 
half inclined to be jealous, My fiſter 
likewiſe eſteems you very much; and more 
from her, ſweet, girl, I believe, no man 
muſt ever expect, as Belville is certainly 
in poſſeſſion of her heart. 


# - 
Link 


Good 
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Good Heaven ! my dear Wilmot, what 
mult thoſe two worthy people ſuffer! for 
I am certain each loves the other. I often | 
think it very ſingular, that the Colonel 
never publickly acknowledged his love 
for my fiſter : certainly it muſt have been 
his pride only which prevented him, as L 
have been told that he will have a very 
good eſtate; tho! it has been whiſpered 
that he has anticipated it by gaming; 
with what truth I cannot pretend to ſay. 
He is far from being well, and ſeldom ap- 
pears in public. His Lady, however, does 
not confine herſelf in the leaſt on his ace. 
count, as, gotowhat public place you will, 


you are ſure to meet her Ladyſhip with py 2F 


her new ciriſhes Colonel Bromley. 

Apropos, Wilmot, did you ever ſee ſuch 
aconſummate puppy as that fellow! I really 
believe he has the vanity to fancy my fiſter 
is in love with him; for I heard him ſay the 
other day to Mowbray, Why, ſhe is well 
% enough, Sir Cecil; but there is ſuch 
% languor in her eyes, whenever I 

8 « chance 
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. chance to glance mine towards her, that 
00 let me die if I can look at her without 
« pity,” —Sir Cecil gave him a look of con- 
tempt, and turning upon his heel walked 
away The coxcomb pretends alſo tomake 
violent love to Miſs Belville, who, by the 
bye, 1 fancy, deſpiſes him, and encourages 
him merely to draw his attention from her 
fiſter, Lady Clara, who, I think, begins 
to make as great a fuſs with him as ſhe did 
with her huſband—that is, before they 
were married; for never poor devil was 
treated with more indifference than ſhe 
has ſhewn - towards him fince. 
5 Adieu — ours ſincerely, 


GUZMAN. 


— — 


LE T- 


* 
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LETTER LXX, 
Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 
DEAR NED, ws 
S we fat this morning at breakfaſt, A 
poſt- chaiſe ſtopped at the door, 
when Lady Clara flying to the window, 
exclaimed, © There $ 1 Laura Beau- 
« mont!“ 
At that inſtant the lady entered the 
parlour, and running to my wife, cried, 
«© My dear coufit Clara, how happy Ta am 
to ſee you!“ 

Lady Clara then preſented her to me 
and my fiſter, and having reſumed our 
ſeats at the breakfaſt-table, I ſurveyed 
her Ladyſhip more attentively. She is 
very handſome, and has, I think, a pair of 
the moſt expreſſive blue eyes I ever ſaw in 
my life. She ſeems lively, though modeſt-. 
ly ſo.—As ſoon as breakfaſt was over, ſhe 
retired to change her dreſs, and being ſoon 
after fees by wy. ys Oat EX prefſed 

92 kerſelf 
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| herſelf to be much pleaſed with Lady 
Laura's perſon and manner) Lady Clara 
aſked me, as ſoon as we were alone, how 
T liked her couſin ? | « Very well, my 
« Lady ; the ſeems very agreeable, and 
not coquettith.” 125 
« Well, but don't you ink ber very 
ce handſome? | 
5 Yes, ſhe is a very five woman.“ 
The entrance of Colonel Bromley put 
an end to our converſation. | 
This Bromley is a new admirer of my 
wife, and her cicſbeo, where-ever ſhe goes ; 
and being unable to attend her myſelf, I 
permit his officious attentions to Lady 
= Clara to paſs unnoticed, as my fiſter is ge- 
E nerally of her party. | 
I have not forgot ) your kind enquiries 
; after my health. I do not think myſelf 
worſe, though my ſiſter inſiſts that I am, 
and makes herſelf very uncaſy, in ſpite of 
all I cap urge to the contrary. I told my 
Lady, laſt night, that Doctor Elliott ad- 


VvViſed me to go to Briſtol; when ſhe an- 


ſwered, that e © certainly, if the journey 
would 
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© would in the leaſt conduce to my 
< health, the would gladly attend me; 
ce but that the Town was very agreeable- 
te at preſent :? whence it is too plain, 
Hillgrove, that ſhe would be very un- 
willing to leave the pleaſures of the 
Town to accompany me in a journey for 
my health. I do not, therefore, think I- 
- ſhall go; for by no means would I leave 
her in Town alone, as I would ſooner re- 
fign my life than loſe my honour, which 
might prove the conſequence of my leav- 
ing her. 


I met your friend Sir .Cecil Mowbray 


a few mornings ago, in Hyde-Park, Who, 


after enquiring in the moſt affectionate 
terms after my health, expreſſed his ſur- 
prize and concern to ſee me look ſo poor- 
ly ; and though I had a ſervant with me, 
inſiſted upon ſeeing me home. When we 
got to Hill-ftreet, I aſked him to walk in, 
but he refuſed my invitation; veither 3 
he ever called ſince, though he has regu- 
larly ſent a card every day requeſting to 
know the ſtate of my health. ITY 

| I fre- 
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1 ee after having converſed with 
my Lady, and obſerved her to take no notice 
of my ſorry looks, have gone to the glaſs to 
ſee whether I looked better ben than at other 
times: but I can perceive no difference; 
and have only the mortification of turning 
from it, to experience that eve my own 
ſex appear, at leaſt, to be more concerned 
for me than is her Lady ſhip. Still, however, 
Jam inclined to impute her indifference 


to her levity and giddineſs, rather 


than to her want of affection for me; for 
"cannot all the World witneſs Her regard 
for me? and havel ever given her the leaſt 
cauſe to diſlike me? No :—in ſhort, her 
conduct is © paſſing, paſſing ſtrange.” 
I forgotto tell you, that Colonel Brom- 
ley affects to pay his addreſſes to my ſiſter; 
but he does not pleaſe her, and ſhe only 
Waits for a formal declaration to diſmiſs 
I have called on Sir Cecil Mowbray 
once, and propoſe looking in upon him 
again Serge z and as I find myſelf much 
i tired 
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tired with writing, ſhall bid you adieu, 
| and a to Wimpole-ſtreet. 
Yours fincerely, 


' HENRY BELVILLE. oY 


LETTER IXXI. 


Sir. CECIL MOWBRAY to Capt. HILLGROVE, 
1 | * 1 f | 

{+5 15 Tueſday, March 16, 178988 
SIR, 4 = I, | 7 
HEN you quitted Town, you 
were ſo obliging as to ſay you 4 
ſhould be happy torenew our acquaintance: . i 
I ſhould not, however; have troubled you + + 
with this Billet, I believe, had it not been 
to inform you | of the very indifferent 
health of your friend Colonel Belville. 

1 do not remember ever to have been more 
ſhocked in my life, than I was a few 
days ago, when I met him in Hyde- 
Park: his face has undergone a total 
Change, as well as, in ſhort, his whole 
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perſon. He yeſterday: called upon and 
chatted with me more than an hour, during | 


which time I often obſetved him ta ex- 


hihit fſymptoms of pain and reſtleſsneſs; and 


on ſending this morning to enquire after his 
health, his ſervant informed mine, that his 
maſter had Been taken To ill the preceding 


| evening, that Dr. Turton and Dr. Jebb had 


tereſted in whatever concerns him) to an- 


been ſent for; that he had had a very poor 


night, and as progounced. to be, as it 


1s called, in a very bad way 4. did not 
chuſe to vifit him for MT which muft 


be obvious to you, but 1 thought myſelf 
obliged (knowing how much you are in- 


form you of his des n al 


ation. "4's 4 11H 
1 remain, Sir, your humble ee 


 CECIL MOWBRAY. 
1007 To ; | 


v. 8. I ſend this by. an. Expreſs ; for 
"Ive 5 began my letter, 1 have learned 
that he is 5 much worſe, 


177 
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Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN An THORNTON. 


Thurſday. 
1 RACIOUS Heayen, my J plia,! what 
JF will become of me, or of—of—T' 
ſcarcely know what I fay. . 
BHBelxille is dangerouſly ill—dying. for 
= aught I know.-The inhuman Lady Cla- 
ra—1 cannot bear her \—His father, mo- 
ther, and aunt are ſent for; but! it's 9 
they will come too late. 

My head is diſtracted M 5 her i: is 
gone to. 8 cruel 
fate is mine, that I am prevented from 
attending him too —1 + gre add no more | 1 


NI brother is returned 1—He ſhakes 
bis head, and ſays he is, very ill indeed l- 
Upon aſking if he bad ſeen Miſs Belville, 
he anſwered ““ No for ſhe cquld not leave 
« her brother.” He. aw Lady Clara, Who 
appeared to be more. &, \ frightened! than 
ſhocked, 7 cnom not M to do Ah. 
* "Cs dare 


25 4 0 
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; dare not go to his K lr left I would be- 
ny * 8 | 


Friday morning. 

cpr AIN | Hillgrove; is arrived ,though 
every one is ignorant thro* what channel or 
whoſe means he has been informed of his 
friend's danger, —He is almoſt diſtracted 
likewiſe —The Colonel, it ſeems, is in- 
| Tenfible, and knows no one.—His amiable 
fiſter is his conſtant attendant, for he will 


take pothing, but from her. 


* 


— "CA 


Evealie. 

MY beaker — ſeen Captain Hill- 

+ grove, who informed him that Sir Cecil 

* Mowbray had ſent an expreſs to appriſe 
him of the dangerous ſtate in which his 
Poor friend Belville lay. Hilligrove 
. e my brother's hand, at the ſame 
time ſaying, O! my Lord, miſerable 
man that I am, all this A o_ 

f What 


* 
- 
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What can he mean? Surely——Burt 


what ſhould. I ſay ? I know not—I mut 


leave off, —Adieu ! 


1 morning · 


HEAVEN de praiſed, Belville is bet- 


ter I— Les, my Julia, he is better; he 2 
has recovered his ſenſes, but is ſtill very 


weak and low.” His father, mother, and 
aunt, are arrived. —But I will now tell 
you how I firſt heard of his being ſo 


dangerouſly 111. 


I called laſt Thurſday morning upon 


Lady Clara, when, on entering the draw- 
ing- room, I found her Ladyſhip fitting 
with her couſin Lady Laura Beaumont, and 
Colonel Bromley, a pragmatical coxcomb, 

whom, I believe, you have not heard me 
mention before. Upon enquiring after 
the Colonel and his fiſter, Why, la, my 


I 


& 5 
J * 


W 
0 

« 
© 


45 dear, (cried Lady Clara) he is very i 


Il l 


Ves; he was taken liſt night. I ſent 


60 for Doctor Turton and Doctor Jebb, 


8 3 «© who _ 
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* who both pronounced him in a very bad 
„way, I think they ſaid. And fo" 
What followed I know - not, as I hurried 
away, to conceal an emotion which J was 
not * to ſuppreſs. 6 
echo: Yours, 


1  JEMIMA GUZMAN. 
rite} -\ 10 | 
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o Fs 1 been alarmed, my. 1 


Lucy! My brother has been "at 

= the” point of death, though now, than] 

x Heaven, he is fomewhat better, —and [ 

| have made ſuch n dilepvery ! als 
I think, [ told you, in my laſt letter, 

thought my brother pined after ſome Lady 

in 8 When he was firſt taken ll,— 


J inſiſted. on, attending bim; for I found 
0 Clara, rene no cb of per · 


forming 


5 
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forming that duty herſelf. On the ſecond: | 
day he was quite delirious, and would take 
nothing from any one but myſelf, _ He 
ſeveral times called me MM Meadews, at 
which I was not a little ſurpriſed; but on | 
the ſecond he ſcarcely ſaid any thing ele. 
He would ſometimes call her Lady Jem 
na; then ſtart and ſay, „Then ſhe is mar- 
„ ried!“ then again, © I had no right 
to expect ſhe would: live fingle for me. 
«0! Hiligtrove]! Hillgrove! why did 
you perſuade me to marry But 1 2228 «- 2 
« my wife, indeed I do. 

At .other times,” after- calling me Miſa 
Meadows, he would ſuddenly exclaim, 
«No !=-ſhe' is married! She is called 
Lady Jemima now.“ But I always ob- 
ſerved, when his wife or any ſtranger en- 
tered the room, he would put his finger to 
his mouth, and cry, 6 Ty Edward, Wes 
e ſhe here P* - R 

Well may he 1 8 KD ! 
Why did he marry Lady Clara? 

My father, mother, and aunt arrived 
yeſterday. -- He was ſurpriſed to ſee them; 

285013 G 4 for | 
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for he bad at that time quite recovered. | bis 

| ſenſes, Captain Hillgrove came on Fri- 
day: Sir Cecil Mowbray was the friend 
who informed him of my brother's dan- 
gerous ſituation. The Captain is very at- 
tentive to, and ſcarcely ever leaves my 
brother, who is to go to Briſtol as ſoon 
as he is capable of being removed. Doc- 
tor Elliott has long wanted him to go 
there, but Lady Clara oppoſed it; though 
gat preſent the ſeems ready to attend him 
any where; for I believe ſhe is alarmed at 
having ſo many people about her, con- 
Hdering us all as ſpies on her conduc. 
I do not think I have yet told "DIY 
a couſin of her Ladyſhip who is on a 

viſit to them. She has been here about a 
Week, is a very fine woman, and was ex- 
tttemely ſhocked at my brother's illneſs. 
My cloſe attendance on him has prevented 
me from converſing much with her; but 

me ſeems to be very agreeable. 

The Marquis De Guzman calls every 
day to enquire after Henry's health: his 


* alſo has been here twice fince be has, 
"RT? grown 


- ” IA aAs cr, on i ions et — "4 _ 
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grown Better. I do not know What to 
make of my brother's paſſion for her 
Ladyſhip. It is amazing he ſhould 
be in ſuch. a hurry to marry, Lady 


Clara, when his affectious were fixed n 


Lady Jemima. I ſuppoſe he thought my 
father would not conſent to the match; 
and as he could have no ſuſpicion of the 
real character of Lady Jemima, then Miſs 
Meadows, I ſuppoſe this determined him 
to marry. Lady Clara. I ſhould be much 
pleaſed to know if Lady Jemima loves. 
him; though I do not ſuſpect that to he 
the caſe, as ſhe has never taken the leaſt 
pains to throw herſelf in his way; on the 


contrary, the ſeems rather ſtudiouſſy t 


avoid him; for ſhe even excuſed herſelf, 
as you will probably recolle&, from being 
of the Party at my father's laſt Chriſt- 
mas. 1 

I have not mentioned a Shad of this dic 4 
covery to any one; no, not even to my 
mother. Captain Hillgrove, I make 


no doubt, knows the whole, as he is, EE 


delieve, privy to Harry's moſt ſeoret 
64 thoughts: 


150 · It ATOP OK „ Up 047 


| thoughts 3 ; but I cantiot mention it to = 
ven motives of delicacy. © 

I think you deſtred me to (ka! you 
A „ Geenen of Colonel Bromley, as : 
You fay you think you know him; 1 will 
therefore! endeavour to give you his pot- 
trait, though 1 almoſt abhor his name. 

He is tall and thin; of a dark com- 

Plexion, though very Ak! black eyes; 
noſe rather inclined to the | Reitt A 
good mouth, with excceding ſinè teeth. 
1 do not Food, whether you will be able to 
Forth aby idea of his perſon from this out- 
line, Which perhaps, has not altogether 
done him juſtice, as he is certainly very 
handfome; but then he is {6 exceſſively 
Vain and coxcomict, that there is no en- 
during bim: befi des, his behaviour to my 
ſiſter is intolerable, as indeed is her's to 
him. But my brother enquires for Es 
I muſt therefore conclude 1 in halte, 
8 25 Yours, 2% 

1 M. risk 
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Lady LAURA BEAUMONT to Miſs „ GLANVILLE- 


of rad 1 f tl  Hill-Sireet.- 
- DEAR sans 26 : 
Arrived here laſt PLE _ was re- 

ceived by Lady Clara juſt as I could 
with, Her huſband was waiting with her 


to welcome me to Town, and I really be- 


heve: I. ſhall never more recover my heart. | 


You deſired to know, if report had not 
flattered him? Lord, child ! it has not 
half done him juſtice ; but my perverſe 
ſtars ordered it ſo, that the very day 
after, he was ſeized with a violent diſ- 
order, which has nearly coft him his life 
nay, he is far from being out of danger yet. 
The ſiſter whom Clara mentioned in her 
letter is here upon a viſit, and has carefully 1 
nurſed him the whole time. On the third 
day after he was attacked by his complaint, 
Captain Hillgrove, a moſt intimate friend of 
dhe Colonel, came poſt to Town; and yeſ- 
14148 * G 4 a W 
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terday arrived his father and mother, with : 
a maiden aunt, who is doatingly fond of 
him; fo that I find myſelf juſt now in a 
moſt uncomfortable ſituation. 
And now for my opinion of Lady ee 
That ſhe once loved Belville, I have not 
the leaſt doubt; for no one can do other- 
wife; but at preſent ſhe ſeems totally in- 
different to him. There is a young fop 
viſits here, who is a great favourite with 
her; and if I ſhould find myſelf far gone 
in a hopeleſs paſſion, (for hopeleſs it muſt 
prove, unleſs I can procure a ſeparation 
between Belville and his lady) why, 1 
fancy I ſhall find no great difficulty in per- 
ſuading her to give her huſband an 0 
portunity of ſuing for a divorce. 
Now, my dear, the ſcheme I have in 
agitation is this: When he recovers (as 


Heaven forbid he ſhould not!) I propoſe 
to make myſelf as agreeable to him as poſ- 
fible; and if I find my aim in the leaſt ac- 
compliſhed, the next ſtep ſhall be, to 
make him- jealous. After this, my third 
manceuvre muſt be (under the maſk of 

friendſhip, 


LADY/JEMIMA-GVZMAN. hg, 
friendſhip,. take notige), to perſuade, m 


coufin that her huſband, flights her; at N 
that moment thro the man 1 think the 


- 57 577 


man I love... n 0 
Such is the play 1505 A, e and 
propoſe to carry into execution as ſow 
as my charming, Belville i is recovered, 
bas got rid of the, Tribe be has "2x prot 
about him. "His, phyfician, talks of ſend- 
ing him to Briſtol, as ſoon as he is able to 
undergo the fatigue of the journey. I am 
very much afraid that his father, mother, 


# FS > Fy 
1 


and fiſter will accompany him; for as the Wo 


aunt cannot bear his lady, * am fure ſh 
will not be of the party. As to the 50 
whom I mentioned i in my laſt letter, were 
it not for his having : a remarkable manly” 


face, I ſhould aer think him to be 


a woman in man's cloaths, as ſince is 
arrival he has ſcarcely ever left Belyille's | 
chamber. M Y couſin Clara cannot endure 
| him; | but as he is ſuch. a monſtrous 


— *fayguriz 
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RA 8Sha } 705 is 
word and, o pinion. Qt a7 6 EETY it: 


A to Alec or company, I have hi- 


| therto 1c ſeen n none; for tHongh' Lady Chis 


attends fo ktle to to "the * Ty] yet ſhe 


cannot with any propriety either pay or 
1 : all the Fiſhionable folks 
1 pre 'T have 1 Ter, are a Lady 


ifna NEON er „Lady Ca- 
5 15a) Jemima is 


non, ar 80 Bromley the 


85 very handfome, and a great cel with 


my "Sik Etira; though Heaven only 
Knows the why or ths wherefere ; ; for they 
Aa fert t from each other in manners, 


2.1! 5581 21 
e and“ ever "thing elle, as it is 


poſſible for two women to be; Lady 
Jemima appeafing to be E remarkably fe 


date kind fenftble. Captain Hillgrove left 
I Patent . While het Ladyſtip! fie with us, 
bit 28 Ton "as He role to $0 away, he roſe 
| 4110 ald quitted the root With her. The 


3 


VE arquis, Rothe.“ is very handſome, 


54 but is eee Their, "> Lady Caroline | 


Thus 


LAY GUZMAN, s 


Thus have 1 given you an account of 


all the company I have et ſeen. Brom- 
ley pretends to place all his viſits to the 


ſcor 9 of Miſs 4 Bel wille, though, Jam An gef dy 
y 


tain ey are intended only. to La 


Clara. 
1 was upd; for Lady Clara cdm.- 


ing in, and I happening to ſpeak of Lady 
Jemima Guzman, ſhe gave imme her Riſto- 
ry; but as this, letter is long endugh 41 
seady, 1 hall "defer" relating” i eil Thy 
next. 1 OH H1 - i not 

Adieu, my dear Sufan' Let me hear 
froth yOu wen,, and believe me ever 
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Capi miLGnoves to Sir CHARLES BURTON. 


Hill- Street- 
HOU GH I have been in Town above 
a week, this is the firſt moment I 
His had to ſpare from my friend Henry. 
Good Heaven! Burton, what a melan- 
choly as well as dangerous fituation did [ 
find himin! He is now greatly mended, 
and this morning, for the firſt time this 
fortnight, left his bed. As ſoon as he is 
able, he will ſet out for Briſtol, the only 
remedy his Phyfician tells me he can pre- 
ſeribe for him. Lady Clara accompanies 
bim; but Mr. and Mrs. Belville, with Miſs, 
are obliged to go immediately to the ſeat 
of Sir Thomas, who is ſo dangerouſly ill, 
that they do not expect him to live many 
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A Lady Laura 3 is on a viſit 

to Lady Clara. She is very handſome, 
but 1 do not much like her, though I can- 


not 


Py 


LADY MINA 0 GUZMAN. Fa 


not aſſign any partienlar reaſon why. As 10 
Lady Clara, ſhe is quite in the vapours, 
as ſhe can neither receive nor pay viſits witn 
any propriety during her huſband's con- 
finement to a fick chamber. Ant 8 

I have not ſeen Bromley fort feveral 
days. I am told he is gone into the 
country, and rejoice. at the circumſtanee;” 
Briſtol; but 1 fear it will not bein mf 
power, as I expect to be ordered. to join 
my regiment every dar: 

Now for a word. ot two concerning 
Lady Jemimd. She was here yeſterday ww 
enquire after Belvilles health; and Lad, 
Clara not being at home, ſhe deſired to 


ſpeak with me, when I immediately went 
down to her: ſhe bluſhed on my entrance, 


and ſaid, I ſhould not have troubled 
« you, vir, but my brother not being F 
very well, requeſted me to call on Lady 
5 « Clara, to know how the Colonel did: 
© however, as ſhe is not at home“ 

Here I interrupted her—for I was an- 
_ gry, yet pleaſed, at her delicacy, in try- 
Al | ing 


ſe HHN @ R!Y/ 0 Fd. 


nd conveatcher:owin concern for iim 
Taking her band, therefor e ſaid, 
Would not my dear Lady Jemima's 
g οο ntů prompt her to: enquire af- 
«ter my friend but: thraugh che inter- 
A weſſtdn ui the Martius i Beit, bowtver, 
fromm hat motive it may, (continue dJ, 
„ Amiling) I have the pleaſure to ane 
hen chat the ascgreatly recovered. . 
ou mag bout my ſpae dh helghtetieal 
be coofuſtanbibut before: ſhe hud-time to 
reply, Lady Laura and Lady Clarg en- 
tered, - when Lady Jemima. took leave. 
n Burton, if Henry had but waited Aj 
liexle | N bow. happy he might have, 
een But it was, not to be — 
1877 Adieu yours, "8&1 Auf div Ant 
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Miß BELVILLE is Mis HERBERT, = 


[291% £ At 181 1 I 


" 07 HWA - .,3290Þ eee Part. ? 
MY Dran oy,” e 

E arrived about twelve yeſterday 
morning at this place, the ſeat of 
my nb Ar Thomas Beleiie, hö is 
very M, indecd, and was nöt rendered Bet 
ter by hearing of the ill ſtate of | myepes? 
brother's health, of whom he was Aways. 
doatingly fond. This motping he told mt 
father that he would find the family eflate 
the ſame as when the late Sir Phet 
died, but that he bad always defigndd 
this farm, which be puichaſed about'tten 
years ago, for his nephew: as to this 
perſonal fortune, he faid he ſhould divide 
it between his ſiſter and myfelf. 1404 5m 
This is a delightful ſpot, and was al- 
ways! a faygurite of my brother's. My 
uncle has been improving it ever ſince he 
has had it; for you muſt know, that im- 


medigcely | on his purchaſing this eſtate, 
he | 


* inſiſted on my father's IO — 
of the Hall, which he had no claim to 
during my uncle's life, as my grandfather 
left my father, who was then very young, 
entirely in his power. How few would 
have acted ſo generouſly ! But I have often 
heard my father ſay, that his brother had 
ever treated him with a-parental as well as 
lial affection, and that he had never 
bad the leaſt reaſon, to i at iis fa- 
| ther's will. Sift Ei A 6 1111 

| 1 d0 not find myſelf, my - ay tia. 
mour to begin any other ſubject; for the 
thought of my brother's uncertain reco- 
very, joined to the melancholy expectation 
ot every moment bearing that my uncle 
is no more, nen me n _ * 
overy thing. 

Adieu, my * Lucy, 4 bare 
me your ſincere men 
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Captain BROMLEY to Colonel BROMLEY. | 
0 — e 
1 here yeſterday, and was not a 
little ſurpriſed to learn that you. were 
2 to Briſtol. For Heaven's fake, brother, 
what can be the reaſon of your late abſurd 
conduct? Why do vou thus fly from all | 
your friends ? What could induce you to 
run to Briſtol at this time, when you knew 
your uncle Bromley (to ſay nothing of my- 
ſelf; for a younger brother, you know, is 
of no conſequence), was coming to Town. 
He is very much diſpleaſed, and thinks | 
your behaviour equally uncivil and un- 
kind. Indeed, if I am to believe what 
report ſays, you are only gone thither to 
be in readineſs to receive Lady Clara, Bel; 
ville; at leaſt this report is current about 
Town. Nay, the World do not ſcruple 
to ſay, that you have already had a tite-a- 


tete, or an affair, as it is called, with her 


Ladyſhip ; 


i 


az HISTORYSOF'-:: 
Ladyſhip; but I cannot think you ſo loſt 
to every ſenſe of honour, gas to ſe- 
duce another man's wife. Suppoſe her 
Ladyſhip inclined to indulge herſelf in 
criminal pleaſures, do not you be the man 
285 555 her the diſgrace of her ſex, 
fam Beſides, a man fo truly deſetvi 
of 40 and reſpect as 1 have. heard O- 
Jone] Belville is, ſhould prove a bar to 
your unlawful Paffon; for what, mortal 
Neto: mcd be 10 bear You; for having ren- 
deted the cee he choſe for his wife i in- 
fakous)" to fay nothing of the diſgrace i it 
would bring on yourſelf. You know your 
uncle's principles to be fo rigid 1 in this re- 
Ipect, that he would ſcarcely « ever forgive 
. ip rudence of this kind, and it can- 
übt long! be kept a ſecret from him; for I 
Hardly | £0 into a Coffee-houſe where I do 
not hear your name and Lady Clara's 
mentioned together, ot take up a newſ- 
paper, Where 1 d not find ſome 88 
graph alluding to you. ag 
Reflect then, I conjure you, my deut 


3 on the probable conſequences 
| 1 ara 1 1 that 


* 
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that may enſue from your proſecution' of 
this infarh6us amour; IYouruntle's fa- 
vour will be forfeited ; Your life endan- 
gered ; or perhaps you may bave* che 


life: of the man whole honour you have. . 


already injured to anſwer for I a 

ſible that love for! the lady; is bay =: 1 
out of the - queſtian, as you cannot ap- 
move the woman who is ready to. throw 


hertelf into thegarms of therfirſt man he 


meets; let niehefeſore perſuade y to 


Te 


FE * ? 
M03 
o 


gie lup call! thoughts, of ther, and imme- 
diately on the _—_ a hag * aff for 
Teoy n. d Ot. 


0 e 905 TIRE hefage you have 
hal Nenad te: be aflored _— am 


vi to io . 24 ban 2 lb 
1 our very kßcere friend 


Ig 7 


PUB and afftionare,brothor, | 
eee ee eee, BROMLEY, 
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kale BROMLEY to Captain BROMLEY,” 


A Noch eit 211; _— 
A hat ha! I cannot forbear laugh- 
ing at the ridiculous” epiſtle no 
Aying before me! Why, man, do you 
.-- think me ſuch a ninny, as to imagine you 
can be ſorry at my loſing my uncle's fa- 
ur? If I do that, I ſhall give yeu an 
opportunity of ſlipping into the old Don's 

good graces; and conſequently of ſlipping 

into his eſtate. As to what the World 
fis at my being here in order to re- 

-  teive Lady Clara, it is certainly very 

true; and as to my uncle's knowing of it, 
Tam perfectly at eaſe on that ſcore. A 
tilting · bout I cannot poſfibly avoid, if 
things happen as I wiſh. If I am con- 

quered, why there's an end of all my 

faults; . and if I conquer, why there's s an 

end of the amiable Belville. 

EE _ Thus, you ſee, Erneſt, I have read 
5 | PP letter with ſtrict attention, inſtead of, 2 
Woe chroving 


= 
Sa- 22 ie 
WE SITE 64 © 


LADv JEMIMA GUZMAN. 16 
x "HO it away before I had half pe- 


ruſed it, as you ſo wiſely prognoſticated; 
but remember, I'don't promiſe to do the 


ſame by every epiſtolary ſermon you may 


ſend to 


Tours, &c. &c. 
 ADOLPHUS BROMLEY. 


LETTER LXXIX. 


Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN to Miſs THORNTON.., 


MY DEAR JULIA, 

HREE times have I taken up my 
pen, and as often laid it down 

again.—Why am I denied the power of 

getting the better of my—my—what ſhall” 

I call it? muſt I ſay love for a man who- 

never can be mine ? Lady Caroline as 


well as you, who know every ſecret of my 
heart, perſuade me to marry ; but I can- 


not bring myſelf to act a part ſo ungene- 
Vor. II. H kous. 
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rous. 15 Belville was happy, I mail 90 
to make myſelf content: but he is not; 
and the world don't ſcruple to ſay that 
his lady is tired of him; nay, her whole 
conduct proves it. Bromley, it is ſaid, is 
gone to Briſtol. Does not this wear the 
look of an appointment? Too ſurely it does; 
for what other inducement could he have 
to go thither juſt at this time? Poor Bel- 
ville! how I pity him! for he is diſtreſſed 
on every ſide; his uncle Sir Thomas lay- 
ling at the point of death, his wife's ho- 

nour ſuſpected, and his own health ſo 
precarious, that But I am interrupted.— 


— 


IN CONTINUATION. 


O! Julia! Julia! what a trial have I 
gone through! Belville has been here to 
take his leave of me perhaps for ever. 
O] dreadful thought! I cannot ſupport 

it. I muſt lay down my pen — 
I will now endeavour to give you an ac- 

count of our interview. 

On entering the parlour, I was ſurpriſed 
to find Colonel Belville with Captain Hill- 
| „ 7 4.0m 


9 
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grove. I ſtarted at the ſight of them, and | 


ſcarcely knowing what I did, advanced to 


| the Colonel, at the ſame. time crying, 


Heavens, Colonel Belville, why have 
& you ventured abroad? Pray keep your 
« ſeat ;” for he had half riſen from it, 
though unable to ſtand. | 254 
Taking my hand, and after ws times 


| opening his lips, and as often clofing them 


again, he ſaid, © I am come, Lady Je- 
e mima, to take my leave of you. For- 


„give me if it is too great a liberty - 


but perhaps it is for the laſt time,” 


« Does Lady Jemima ce he with-- 


© haſte)—does ſhe wiſh me to live?“ 


Good Heaven, why ſhould I wiſh 


&« your death? Whence could ſpring fo 
&« horrid an idea? | 


„ I know your ladyſhip is all — 


ce otherwiſe I ſhould not have taken this | 


2 liberty; but the defire I had of know- 


ce ng whether you really had an averſion 
| H 2 Who - 


Heaven forbid! (cried I) do not talk 
cc ſo. * : 
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to me; \prompred uf me to be thus trouble: 
10 © forme. * i 1 ; | '#\ N 
% Why ſhould I EI an averſion to 
6g gentleman who never offended me? 
6 for, to my knowledge, Colonel Ben 
_ «never has“. : Gnas 
* Generous woman! then you don't 
<< | hate me. Aſſure me-but of that, and | 
pe: FR will be contented.“ 
en the: e Sir, be affured cha 
1 eſteem ee 
Here I ſtopped, fegrebly ning what 
1 ſaid; when the Colonel ſeizing both my 
hands, and preſſing them to his lips, ex- 
claimed, Angelic creature !”—then let- 
ting them go, and turning to Hillgrove, 
Ka ! Edward ! what have! loſt !”—then 
again to me, Adieu, Madam | * 
. *©haps—but I ſee I diſtreſs you :” and 
- bowing, left the room. | 
I ſtood rooted to the ſpot for ſome mo- 
ments, till a ſhower of tears coming to my 
relief, I returned to my own apartment. 
Do not condemn me, Julia, for what I 
ſaid to Belville: I hope it will not render 
. me 


2 
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me deſpicable in his eyes. Certain it is, I 
- ought never to ſee him more; nor ſhall I 
at leaſt for ſome months, as Lord George, 
my brother, Lady Caroline, and myſelt, 
ſet off in a few days for the country. Mr. 
Mordaunt has promiſed to accompany us; 
for he is a great favourite with us all. He 
too, poor gentleman, has his troubles; 
but I am not now in a condition to give 
my. dear friend his little hiſtory, though 
I propoſe to do it the firſt opportunity. 
Adieu, my Julia! I can add no more, 
than that I am always + 5G 4” 


Yours fincerel y, 


IEMIMA GUZMAN. | 


Lady Clara Belville called juſt now to 
take her leave, but I was denied; for after 
what bas paſſed, how could I ſee her? 
They ſet off for Briſtol to-morrow morning. 


Hz | L E T. 


* 
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"LET TER LXXX. 
From the Same to the Same. 


ALY brother has prevailed on Lady 
Caroline to become his Cara Spoſa 
before we fet off for Moulton Park. 
'* - Thurſday week is the day fixed for the 
wedding, and we all join in ſoliciting Mr. 
Thornton to permit his Julia to be preſent 
at the ceremony. I am ſure your good 
Papa will not hefitate to comply with our 
requeſt, ee | 
I was interrupted by Sir Cecil Mow- 
bray, who came once more to offer him- 
ſelf, but I was inflexible ; and the obſtinate 
man, in ſpite of all my brother can ſay, 
= refuſes to be preſent at his wedding. 
Pray, my dear, come immediately to 
* Town on the receipt of this, as I long to 
preſent my brother and you to each other. 


7 Tours, 


© JEMIMA GUZMAN. 


L E 
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LETTER IXXXI. 
Miß THORNTON to Mr. THORNTON. 
| | London. 
MY DEAR FATHER, E 
ARRIVED here yeſterday evening, 
and was received with open arms by 
Lady Jemima, who preſented me to her 
uncle and brother. 
Lord George is a very noble Gare, | 
and has a moſt ſenfible, but affable, good-- 


natured countenance, The Marquis is 
exceſſively handſome, and not unlike his 


ſweet fiſter. With Lady Caroline my dear 5 


father is intimately acquainted. 
You defired me to be particular in tell- 


ing you how Lady Jemima” looked... 
can't ſay very well, as ſhe is much thinner 


and paler than ſhe was when at The Wood. 
She affects to be lively, though I much | 
fear all her chearfulneſs is forced. FAIRS 
Colonel Belville and Lady Clara are ſet 
off for Briſtol, ſo that I have not had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing them. Mr. Mordaunt 
a H 4 I like 


— kk — OG — — — 
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I like prodigioully, though I can perceive 
that he is not happy, Next Thurſday i is 
the wedding-day; and the day after 


the whole family ſet off for Moulton Park, 
ſoon after which my dear father will again 


ſee at the Wood 
His ever dutiful 


And affectionate duughter; 
J. THORNTON. 


LETTER LXXXI1, 
Capt. HILLGROVE toSir CHARLES BURTON. 


T is as I feared ; I am ordered to ſet off 
for Southampton to-morrow. I have 


no time. to write-particulars, but Belville 


has ſeen and taken leave of Lady Jemima . 
Guzman. He is much better, and, with 
his lady and Lady Laura Beanmont, is to 
ſet off for Briſtol on Thurſday next, from 


whence 1 hope to hear ſoon of his perfect 


ee rerr, Sir Cecil Mowbray aſſures me, 
Bromley 


%. 
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Bromley is already there. I hope, how 
ever, that he is miſinforined. 


I took the liberty this morning of hint- 
ing in the moſt reſpectful, gentle terms at 
the imprudence of her Ladyſhip's beha- 
viour towards Bromley ; when the affected 
to be very much offended, and told me, that 
© no perſon except the Colonel had a 
right to take her to taſk, or to cenſure 
« her conduct. As to what the World 
&« ſaid, ſhe cared very little about it, as 
« ſhe had been long uſed to be ſlandered 
« by it.” With this ſpcech ſhe flounced . 
out of the room, and ſcarcely ſpoke ten 
words the reſt of the day. Thus you ſee 
there is no reclaiming this filly, giddy 
woman. 

Belville is juſt returned from an airing 
in Hyde-Park, where he met the Marquis 
de Guzman, who told him, that he, with 
his uncle, fiſter, and Lady Caroline Ben- 
ſon, intended going into the country in a 
few days, where they propoſed to reſide 
during the remainder of the year. Upon- 
Henry's aſking him when he was to be 

H 5 enrolled 
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enrolled in the corps of Benedicts, the 
Marquis replied, The day was not yet 
te abſolutely fixed upon, but that he hoped 
© and believed it would take place before 
ce they left Town.” Poor Henry congratu- 
lated him on his approaching happineſs, 
though he half ſuppreſſed a figh. 

Adieu, Burton! for I muſt now prepare 
for my journey. 


Yours, &c. &c. | 
EDWARD HILL GROVE, 


LE T T EN LXXXIII. 


ae 
W BEAUMONT to Miſs GLENVILLE. 


Briſtol Hot-Wells, 
DEAR SUSAN, 


E arrived here yeſterday poon. 
Poor Belville, though we have 
been nearly a week on the road, was very 
much fatigued. Lady Clata was quite in 
the vapours; while I, for my part, did 
every _ in my 9 to amuſe the 
Colonel, 
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Colonel, and had the pleaſure to perceive 
I did not entirely fail in the attempt — 
I am called to breakfaſt, 


Adieu! | 


Three o'clock... t 


. THE plot begins to thicken, This 
morning, as we fat at breakfaſt, Brom- 
ley was announced. Lady Clara co- 
loured ; Belville turned pale; while I 
ſtared aſtoniſhment. On Bromley's entrance 
he bowed, and advancing to Lady Clara, 
Dear Madam, I hope I ſee you well. 
« How rejoiced I was to hear of your ar- 
e rival here Il hope, Sir (turning to the 
Colonel), you find yourſelf better.“ 


Belville replied in a very cool manner, 
that he was ſomething mended: “ But 

pray, Sir (continued he), What has 
« brought you to Briſtol ? Not ill health, 
„ hope?“ dee 

4% That it certainly is not (ontlaitned 

« my couſin); for I think I never ſaw 
Colonel! Bromley look better.“ 

H 6 % Your 
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Jour Lady ſhip is pleaſed to flatter 

b me. No, it certainly is not ill health, | 
but pleaſure ſolely which has brought | 
"<< me hither.” 

* thought there was very little pleaſure 
© to be met with here at preſent,” replied 
Belville, ſneeringly. : 

% Why, that's very true, Sir; but the 
es agreeable company of this lady will 
* compenſate for the want of any other,— 
« Has your Ladyſhip been to the Rooms 

yet? 

No; we only arrived yeſterday.” 

« Will you give me leave to attend 

4 you to them this morning?“ 

« With all my heart. —Colone!, Lady 

1 Laura, you'll go?“ 
If you do, I certainly ſhall,” returned 
Belville. | | 
We accordingly ſallied forth; but Bel. 
ville was too weak to walk ſo faſt as they 
did, and I choſe to accompany him, tho? 
he was a very filent companion. At laſt, 
however, thinking the preſent a favourable. 


| opportunity for commencing my_manceu- 
e 
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vres, I ſaid, „Pray, Sir, did you know of 
Colonel Bromley being at Briſtol 2” ? 

41 did not, Madam, believe it, tho' it 
ve was hinted to me that he was here?“ 
He is a moſt contemptible WENT 
te in my opinion; and I believe, Sir, your 
« ſiſter's ſentiments of — do not differ 
ce very widely from mine.” 

«© They do not, Madam; and 15 in con- 


* ſequence, at her requeſt, gave kim his 


« difmiſſion ; but {till he continues s his Vie 


« ſits, though ſhe is not with us.” | 
«© The Coloneb's viſits would ſeem, in 
© my opinion, Sir, to be chiefly directed 


to your lady.” 
«© don't know what to ſay to that ; but 


I cannot, indeed 1 do not, approve of 
ee them.” | 

«© Why do you not forbid him Your ; 
© houſe; then?“ 

C B-cauſe the perſon whom I moſt with 
c to pleaſe and oblige, oppoſes i ir. EI 
Why, to be ſure, I do think the 
Colonel is a very great r e. and I 
a * am not a little ſurpriſed > le 
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By this time we had e * 
* where Belville ſat down quite fa- 
tigued. I ſeated myſelf by him, tho he 
begged I would not confine myſelf; but I 
choſe to ſtay with bim. As to Bromley 


and Lady Clara, they walked, chatted, 
and laughed with the create eaſe- and 


good-humour imaginable. Ar laſt Bel- 
ville, ſeemingly quite exhauſted of all pa- 
tience, aroſe, and, walking up to my Lady, 
aſked if the was not ready to leave the 
Rooms? | 

e With all my heart.—You will dine 
de with us, Colonel?“ turning to Bromley, 
who returned an aſſenting bow. 

As ſoon as we reached home, Bel- 
ville retired to his own apartment, when 
my coufin ſaid, ** Only think, Lady Laura, 
e that Bromley ſhould be here ! n 
« It is a little ſtrange, indeed, my Lady ! f 


Hb * Did you not know of it? 


4 Me! O lud, no! how ſhould I know 

4 what he intended to do?“ * 

e Nay, Iam ſure I don't know how you 
ba ſhould : but I am  forry to tell Fou, 


js % couſin 


— 
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e coufin Clara, that your huſband does not 
c approve of the Colonel's viſits.” | 


'« Pſha ! one can't always do what one's 


c huſband likes. If I was to diſmiſs all N 


<« the people he diſlikes, I ſhould not have 
« one pretty fellow fit. down to my card- 


« tables.” 
8 Well, my dear; but you ſhould con- 


6 ſider, that your huſband has a right to 


cc Lord, why you talk juſt like Lady 


cc Temima Guzman ! In your opinions, 
te after being married, a woman is never 
to be ſeen in a man's company without 


ec her huſband. Out upon you both! 1 
© hope you both will die old maids ; for 


I am ſure you would ſpail all the men, 


& were you to be married.“ 


This ended our converſation, and we 


retired to dreſs. 
I flatter myſelf that the Colonel has no 


averſion to me, as he often aſks me to ling - 
and play, admires my work, drawing, & c. 


for you muſt know I affect to be very nota- 
ble, and practiſe every art in my power to 
render myſelf agreeable to him. Had he 
an amiable, deſerving wife, I would firug- 


"oY | 
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gle with my paſſion fly from my FR RY 
and endeavour to forget him : but as I 
think Lady Clara will ſoon furniſh him 
with ample proofs to juſtify a legal ſepa- 
ration, I cannot perſuade myſelf to conſi- 
der it any crime to try to make him el. 
teem, if not love me; and eſteem from 
him would be preferable to love from any 


other man. 
I am ſummoned to dinner, and conſe. 


quently muſt abruptly conclude with To 
Your ſincere friend, 


LAURA BEAUMON T. 


| 
6 


TT TER LXXXIV. 
Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 
Briſtol Hot-Wells, 


* MY DEAR FRIEND, 

RECEIVED yours on Friday laſt; 
and to your kind enquiries after my 
health, can fearcely return you any anſwer. 
That I am better, is certain; but how 
long 
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long 1 ſhall continue ſo, is equally un- 


certain. 
What do you think, Ned ? Bromley i is 


here. Laſſure You, however, that I ſhall 
very ſoon ſo far exert, my authority as to 
forbid the coxcomb my bene; FY. 
Well, this is downright intolerable !— 

Lady Laura Beaumont has juſt tapped at 
the door, to inform me that—But I will 
give you our converſation. 1 

. beg your pardon, Sir : I did pot 
© know you was eneted at 0 writing- 
ee table,” | 
Pray, Madam (replied 1 gaily, for 1 
*© was rather ! in ſpirits), | walk in, Lady 
© Laura's company muſt certainly be pre- 
« ferable to writing to my friend—though 
* that friend is no other than Captain 
“ Hillgrove.” —In ſaying this, I took her 
hand, and led her to a ſet. 
Have you ſeen your lady fince break: 
« faſt, Sir 2” * 
No, Madam, I have not.“ 

« Will you give me leave, Sir, to god 

ac * ſome little fault with your conduct * 
A « Certainly, 


1 
2 
. - V 
= 
* 


* 


* 1 


- 
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46 Certainly, my Ladywherever you 
01 ſee cauſe.” _ 

mM Well, then, 1 think you are rather. 
© too "remiſs and indifferent—or ſhall I 
&« ſay indulgent—to Lady Clara.—To be ſe- 
' rious : Col. Belville, in my opinion, you 

ee ſhould be more attentive. to my coufin's 
parties, both at home and abroad,” 

4 Good Heavens! (exclaimed , hurt 
« at, this reproof) what can 1 do ? My 

45 health will not permit me to attend 

Lady Clara in all her diverſions.” 
„ But why not inſiſt then on her confin- 
cc „ ing herſelf more at home? 1 

Surely, Lady Laura, you would not 

« with me to lead her abont like a child ! 
I ſhould imagine that you, my Lady, 
knew the diſpoſition of your couſin bet- 

et ter than to believe the would tamely 
e ſubmit to ſuch treatment. Beſides, i in 
& my opinion, ſuch behaviour on my part 
e would only prove the means of render- 
5 ing her more refrattory.” 
What you ſay, Sir, is equally ſenſible 
e and juſt; and indeed, from the cha- 

e rater 1 have ever heard of Colonel 
1348745 3 „ Belville, 


— 
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1 Belville, 1 expected no other reply: 
«© but it may not nc, perhaps, be * 
« improper or unneceſſary in me, Sir, to 
« inform you, that Colonel, Bromley has 
taken a lodging in this houſe; and Iam 
„ ſorry to add, that 1 fear he was partly 
« induced to take this imprudent ſtep at 
« the requeſt of my couſin,”  _ . A 
„How, Madam, at the requeſt of your 
« couſin ! Pray explain.“ 
© The Colonel, Sir, was complaining 
«© of the many inconveniences he experi- 
e enced in the lodgings he then occupied, 
« when Lady Clara ſtopped him by ob- 
* ſerving, that there was plenty of room 
« in this houſe ; and as it was reckoned 
*© the beſt in the place, ſhe wondered he 
did not remove here: on which the 


„Colonel immediately hired an apart- ; 


ee ment in it.” 
I leave you to judge bf my feelings, 
Hillgrove, on receiving this information; 


and which, indeed, were ſo poignant, that, 


to prevent Lady Laura from perceiving 
my diſtreſs, I inſtantly quitted the room 
ts O Ned, 


- | 


— 
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O Ned ! how greatly do I now ſtand in 
need of your advice! 

*Sdeath, I will not bear it —1 will in- 
ſtantly, with my family, quit this place 
for London, be the conſequence what it 
may. No; I'll not tamely ſubmit to be 
an object for the ſlow-moving finger of 
& Scorn to point at;“ but will this mo- 
ment go and inform her of my intention. 


4 " i 


— 


IN CONTINUATION. © 


N entering Lady Clara's dreſſing- 
room, I found her writing.“ Your La- 
20 dyſhip is buſy,” faid I, gravely. | 
«Oo yes! for I am writing to my dear 
0 Lady Jemima.“ 
Aye, thought I, and I believe ſigh'd, 
I wiſh you would copy her.” 

© Do you wiſh me to ſay any thing to 
* her for you (continued ſhe) > La! 
* why you look as ſerious as—Merciful ! 
8 gracious ! what's the matter? — Why, 
Le ſurely you However, before I hear 
any 20 ſtories, let me finiſh. my 
6 e letter. - - 

I fat 
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I fat very patiently till ſhe had con- 
cluded, when, turning herſelf half round 
as ſhe was ling it, the faid, “ Well, 
* now Lam ready to hear a lecture.“ * 

* Why ſhould you think to, 1 28. 
Lady Clara 466 

« O, I am ſure of it, by the long dif. 
ce mal face you make.” 

« Then you are miſtaken, indeed | 1 
* only intruded upon to 2 you, that, 
« finding myſelf much better, I ſhould be 
glad to return immediately ro Town, 
eas urgent buſineſs E my preſence 
there immediately.“ 

Indeed, Colonel Belville !—Is it pol. | 
5 fible ?—Return to Town immediately! 
„Why, we ſhall 5d nobody there at 
this time of the year.“ 

« Very true, my Lady; but T ſhall 
e not be detained there longer than a 
week, and then I propoſe to pay a viſit 
* to my uncle.” _ 
„Good Heavens ohy a . viſit to your 

© uncle, indeed! (returned ſhe, laughing). 
B ce Why, to be ſure, he will by either dead: 
1 quite well by that time.“ 


cc Madam ! 
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„ Madam ! Madam (replied I, ſharp- 

4. ly, ſhocked at her unfeeling obſervation) 

« Heaven forbid he ſhould be no more 

„Remember, however, I expect, Ma- 

- © dam, that you will be ready to accom- 

„ pany me on Thurſday morning.“ | 

. «© Very well, Sir J it is indifferent to me 

c where I go.” — Then humming an Ita- 
A lian air, ſhe turned to the window. 

| Hence you ſee, Ned, that your next 

letter muſt be addreſſed to me in London. 


— 


r , , . rr re 
. * 5 * 2 * a. b 
* o | | a 


A | 8 | Yours, | 
| a, HENRY BELVILLE. 


* 


LETTER LXXXV. 


Lady CLARA BELVILLE to Lady JEMIMA 
| GUZMAN. 


MY DEAR JEMIMA, 

HREE weeks have I been here, 

| and yet not a fingle letter from your 
Ladyſhip !—Very pretty, indeed —1 

: Ms - you have found lo much amuſe. 

ment 
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ment among your Country Beaus, that you 
have totally forgot your 2 own Friends. 
So much by way of reproof. 


I Tam quite ſiek of this place; fc t 


is no company, and conſequently no ſcan- 
dai 1 ir. 
I. really believe I muſt invent a ſtory, 

myſelf, or I ſhall die of the ſpleen. Here 
fits my huſband in the pouts fix days out 
of the ſeven; though Heaven knows for 
what! Then there's my fine Couſin pre- 
tends to put up her lip, and find fault 
with my conduct !—* What a terrible | 
« life do I lead!“ 

But hark Here comes my Caro Spoſe, 
with a face as long as my arm! Now- 
ſhall I hear a lecture an hour long But 
I will conclude my letter before I hear a 
word. . 

Adieu, therefore, my Po Lady Jemi- 
ma; and believe me ever yours, 5 


CLARA BELVILLE. 


LE T. 
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© Sir C. MOWBRAY to Sir G. MAYNARD. 


London, 1 


'1 
1 
" B 
. 
| 
| 
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HE Tae; is. quite empty, and yet 
your friend Mowbray i is ſtill here! 
Why, faith, Maynard, to tell you the 
truth, I have no where to go; at leaſt, 
where I ſhould like to go. *Tis true, my 
uncle, Lord Barton, of the North (Lord 
Belp the 61d foul 1), would be very glad 
of my company ; but then I ſhould be 
conſumed with the vapours, were I to go: 
Thave thetefore been under the neceffity 
of telling him, that, having -unluckily 
LY Had e pay a /vifit to my Lord 
(fill up the daſh with any name you pleaſe, 
for both are equally true), I could not do 
myſelf the honour at preſent of accepting 
hig invitation. For you muſt know, May- 
Hard, that when this good old man dies, 
3 1 ſtand a fair chance of ſucceeding to his 
1 eſtate. His title he cannot rob me of; 
ba : though 
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though he might d eprive me of the eſtate, 
by taking it inte his head to marry ſome 
freſh- coloured country girl, by way of com- 
forting him; and then, the Devil take the 
title without it, I ſay. But I have no doubt 
at preſent of being a great favourite with 
him; and he cannot ſurely live many years 
longer, as he now is op wards of ſeventy. 
two. | 
Belville, with Lady Clara, have been 
gohe to Briſtol more than three weeks; 
and I am told (though with what truth I 
can't pretend to ſay) Bromley was ready 
there to receive her. His uncle and bro- 
ther are both in Town; but as 1 have 4 
very flight acquaintance with either, 1 
can extract no intelligence from them. 
Lady Jemima, with her uncle and the 
new-married pair (her brother, the Mar- 
quis, is juſt married to Lady Caroline | 
Benſon), fer off about a week ago for a 2 
ſear of their unele's near Richmond, in 
Yorkſhire, called Molton-Park ; where 
they propoſe to reſide ſome months. 1 
Before they quitted London, I once mote 
preſumed to make a tender of my ſervices © 
Vor. II. 1 "5: 


no. 
| % lady Jemima, and again had the mor- 


Aa B1 $TORV-4O Fr: 


tification,of. being refuſed ; though in ſuch, 
polite and gentle terms as to diſarm all 
refentment, as well, as preclude 1 me from: 
every ſpecies of complaint; . e 

Jo ſooth my woes, as well rnd | 

my. features, I inſtantly, after quitting; 
Lady Jemima, ordered my. poſt- chaiſe to 
drive to the ſeat of my friend George 
Weſtley, though I had been previouſly 
- invited, in the moſt friendly manner, by 
che Marquis her brother, to be preſent at 
his wedding, with Lady Caroline Benſon. 
I continued a fortnight at Weſtley's; 
when, on coming to Town, and calling in, 
Berkley: ſquare, I was told that the family 
had ſet off the day before for Yorkſhire... 

I now propoſe to pay a vifit to Sir Tho- 
mas G lendower, to whoſe hoſpitable 
manſion, therefore, your Letters muſt 
in future be addreſſed but what will 
become Ass me afterwards, Heaven only 


| knows ! ! Tours, as uſual, ; 
: 
. MO WER AL. | 
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Miſs - MARGARET: BELVILLE to cu 
FEE 


SON Adem aum. | 

MY DEAR NEPHEW, . 
1 as the taſk is, I am "the 

| only perſon at preſent capable of ac- 
quainting y6u of the dreadful loſs we 
have all ſuſtained by the death of your 
uncle Sir Thomas. Senfible as I am of 
your preſent precarious ſtate of health, 1 

have moſt fervently implored the Al- 
mighty Providence, that you 'may-not be 
too much ſhocked by this diſagreeable 
news, but that you may remember it is 
the duty of us poor mortals” always to 
ſubmit to and obey his WIiIiIl. 

If you are able, gi dear” Henry; to uo | 
dertake ſo long à journey, your" father 
would rejoice to ſee? you at Roſe?: Hase 
ſoon as poſſible, as he wiſhes you to be 


0 


_ 590 the Ne of Your Unele”s J I 
ad 12 1 r 


* C A IS ae OR Rs 
7 . 


thought too great for you, we all entreat 
-you not to attempt it, 


Sir James, Lady Belville, and your ſiſter 


-defire their love, and fervent wiſhes for 


your ſafety and better health; for which 


likewiſe, my dear Harry, moſt n 


Pray 8 x 
Your n aa — 


M. BELVILLE.. 


1 


LETTER LXXXVIIL 


Lady. LAURA BEAUMONT t Mic. 
GLEN VILLE. 


| Briftl Hot-Wells 
DEAR SUSAN, 
bf HIS day at dinner the Colonel in- 
formed me, that he propoſed to re- 
move his family to London to-morrow 


morning: my anſwer was, that I would 
be ready. 


Lady Clara be very ſullen all 


dinner-time, during ek Belville and 
myſelf 
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myſelf in vain tried to draw her into 
converſation. As ſoon as the water-glaſſes 


were removed, ſhe aroſe from table and 
left the room. She, however, made her 
appearance again while we were at tea, 
during which a footman delivered a letter 
to the Colone]; at the fame time telling 
him, that it was brought expreſs by one 
of his father's' ſervants. Belville haſtily 
ran over the contents, at which he turn- 
ed pale, and then, giving the letter to his 
lady, left the room. Lady Clara having 
peruſed it, ſaid, “ So, Sir Thomas is 
« dead! Now I ſuppoſe we ſhall be 
Belville's re-entrance prevented tes ſaying 
man. f 


* You have read the lerer, 1 75 
e 11 5 3 


« Yes. What do you ot doing, 


© Colonel?“ 


Fo go to my father immedisselg 
© What, to-night ? Surely you cannot 
cc mean it !” 
“No, my dear; but as culy in the 
0 e morning as poſſible, if you pleaſe.— 
1 „ Ne, 
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4 You, 3 Laura (turning to _ 
« am atraid, will be quite tired with hur- 
<< in this manner from place to 
e but 1 truſt we ſhall be more ſct- 
« tled during the remainder of the ſum- 


« er.. | 3 
We retired to our apertments carly.; 
but I did not chuſe to go to bed at all, Ly 
ve are to ſet off at four-10-morrow, or ra- 
ther chis, morning; for the clock has 
truck one. As ſoon as e 
iin. Farm, I ſhall write again. al 
I ̃ have not ſeen Bromley theſs. two 
days: whether my Lady has or ago] 


cappot pretend to fag. 
Adieu, my dear Suſan! for 1 bn, 
notwithſtanding what I have: ſaid-before, 


I ſhall endeavour to take an hour or two's 


| reſt. 2} GOTH Sg? ©. FI | £7." oe 
* as | i 
"* Yours fi ncerely, ' 
| . bam. Lair. 
ü 5 


7 : . ? 4 
»< * #7 s » ©. # . ® Ae * . „ 1 
＋ 14 99 C4 = FY « Aa 4 ; 44 + » PF - 
7 4 — * . 
» 
* . 98 * F % 
* . „ * - ©” #F 


% 


LADVIHE MMA GUZMAN. 178 
rf ik Gags ps 533 306 bt bas 


4 * 4 G 

a 9 * F * * 7  # * * 

94%. 5.81 : A M 
1 } 3 ” 


LETTER LXXXIS. 


4 


Lady Wiens GUZMAN" to Miſs | 


One THORNTON. * Donn * 
" $97d TOk A 15. 134% TH J7EL & :.£ 
WP . FL | 18 | Molton Park. 
12 LC £33 08 id 2 4Itd > if 
15 81100 LD e my dear 
Julia befoze this gime, had L,not caught 


a, dreadful, cold ON. MY 1,49WrDgy tos this 
place (where. WE. arrixed- lately,.. if. not 
well, laſt Tueſday ſe'nnight), which bas | 
confined me to my room ever ſince: 
as it is now, however, ſomething bet- 
ter, I. will! "cndeayanc. to Perform the 
promiſe L made her at parting, by, Siving £4 
her ſome account of this ſweet, pot. ted 
The, houſe, which ſtands rather on a 
riſing- ground, is very ſpacious, and built 
of ſtone. ., From the principal apartments 
in front, you haye a beautiful! and extenſiye 
proſpect of a moſt romantic country, ; ; and 
from the back- front, a pleaſing view of 
the fea. The park 18 large, and well ſtocx- 
ed with deer: the gardens are extenſive, 


wr and 
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and laid out with equal elegance and taſte: 
in ſhort, Molton Park is a moſt delight- 


ful ſituation; and poſſeſſes, beſides, the ad- 


ditional charm. of a very Senteęl neigh- 
bourhood ; though, owing to my indiſpo- 


5 anon, I have not yet ſeen any company. 


My uncle was received with every teſti- 


mony of reſpe& and affection by all the 


tenants; for as he had occaſionally viſited 
the late Lord Molton, the whole country 
were acquainted with his perſon and his 
virtues, I believe I have formerly men- 
tioned, that one of my uncleꝰs godfathers 
had bequeathed him a very conſiderable 
fortune. This godfather was Lord Mol- 
ron, who by his will demiſed this manſions 
| houſe and eſtate to Lord George; for having 
purchaſed the latter, as well as built the 
former himſelf, his Lordſhip was at liber- 
ty to leave it to whomſoever he pleaſed; 
though the family. eſtate naturally es 

| ed to one of his nephews. : 4 3 
In. a month's time we expect an overs 
| flow of company but I do affure you, 
that I look forward to that time with re- 
| | gret, 


- 
1 
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gret, as our little party is ſo very agreea- 
able, that I am ſelfiſh enough to wiſh it 
might not be interrupted. | 

My brother and ſiſter appear to live * 


for each other. Lord George and the 


good Mr. Mordaunt uſually ſpend their 


mornings in riding or walking; and the 


Marquis, Marchioneſs, and myſelf, gene- 
rally attend them in their excurfions. 
I incloſe Mr. Mordaunt's little hiſtory 
for my Julia's entertainment, by his own 
permiſſion ; - for ſo great à favourite 
are you with him, that he ſays he can 
deny you nothing. I think, my dear, 
vou and he muſt make a match. Hey, 
Julia! will you leave the volatile Sir Cecil, 
and take up with The Silent Man ? 
Heigh-ho ! I wonder whether Belville 
has been able to viſit his uncle. I am 
ſurpriſed that I have nor heard from her 
Ladyſhip, as ſhe promiſed to correſpond 
with me. — But I am called to dinner, 
and muſt therefore bid you a4 for the 


ö N | * | 
15 BON 1. 


oy £48 :433V 04-21 ng it 0 78.4912 
N tr of FEA Fx 2 
r * Evening. 
4 Have j juſt mined 2 letter from Lady 
* chides me for not writing; 
and will therefore anſwer. her epiſtle di- 
rectly be ſpeakexrery art. of Bel. 
Mlle. 12 
I have "ITO farther to add, except 
to requeſt that you will return the en- 
ee as ſoon ag you have peruſed it, to 
. affectionately /, 
t 1811 1 1 GUZMAN, 


. l i 
7 
„ * | "3 | 


1 — Mp BE tf aſt Hos Yah 
4 1E 1 5 

1 1 8 i” 0 R * 
8 * "341 1205 F 
wy. . MORD AUNT: 


1 «.7 h 4 * r was an 400 61 
et gat the age of twenty-one found 
% himſelf his own maſter, (as about that 
e period he unfortunately loſt both father 

8 . mother) and * * poſſeſſion of an 
2 EN. Sample 
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* ample eſtate, with no incùmbrance what 
eber. In two years after the death of 
« his parents, he married- a lady, whoſe 
« amiable temper and acquired aceom 
«+ plimments did honour to his eheice, 

r aud who, at the end of the ſecond year, 
&* made him happy in the birth of a ſon. 
* In the following year I alſo made my 
« appearance; and as our parents rigidly 
e diſpenſed their favours equally between 
«© us, we were brought up to entertain an 
cc unfeigned as well as unreſerved eſteem 
* and affection for each other: indeed, I 
« believe I may venture to aſſert, that 
* from the time of our birth till death 
&« cruelly ſeparated us, not one fingle 
© ſpark of jealouſy * ever exiſted in either 
« of our breaſts. 

ce My brother poſſeſſing a more lively 
2 diſpoſition than myſelf, was conſequent- 
46 ly a more general” favourite with the 
te fair ſex; and in addition to an hand- 
4e. ſome perſon, with an elegant cafy ad 
. < dreſs, he bore ſuch a character for good 
F'6 


f 


* 1 
? — £4 * i 
3 


* 


* 


- 
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* ſenſe and ſobriety of manners, has * 
4e never failed of being well received in 
& all companies. 

cc At the age of nineteen we —_ 
* our ſtudies at Oxford; and being ſoon 
« after admitted as ſtudents of the Inner 
Temple, entered into all the gaieties 
« of life with which London abounds, 
65 though we carefully ſhunned the faſhion- 
« able vices of it. 
Two years had paſſed on, during 
which we ſpent our time in a round 
* of innocent pleaſures and amuſements, 
when, one evening, my brother aſked 


' «© me to accompany. him to Ranelagh. 


« We entered the Gardens a few minutes 
66 before the fire-works commenced. As 
«+ all the company appeared to be crowd.- 
«. ingto the ſpot where they were to beexhi- 
-<« bited, my brother andI determined to re- 
1 main at ſome diſtance, when a ſudden cry 
of Fire! made us preſs forward, and we 


e beheld a young lady ſurrounded with 


a flames. Frederick, with a preſence 
of mind quick as thought, inſtantly 
| 6 pulled 


— 
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pulled off his coat, and wrapping; it, 
6c 4 Kune the fair diſtreſſed object, extin- 
6c guiſhed the flames in a minute; though 
not ſoon enough to prevent the lady 8. 
cc fainting. An elderly lady who. Accorti-, 
66 panied ber, and hom we. afterwards 
« diſcovered to be her mother, was nearly 
7 reduced to the ſame CONE on ſeeing 
« the dreadful fituation of her beloved 
« child, who, however, by the help of 
« ſome of the ſurrounding ladies” falts, 
and the attention of, my brother, ,at 
ce length began to recover; and, lifting 
cc up her fine blue eyes, while a faint 
ce bluſh overſpread . her beauteous face, 
40 was beginning to retutn him thanks when, 
76 perceiving the croſd Who'ſtood gazing 
* on her, ſhe ſtopped, and turning to her 
© mother, begged they might go home. 
« This beipg inſtantly | aſſented to, we 
te attended them out of the Gardens, and 


« pat them into their © carriage, when 
Frederick requeſted permiſſion to Wait 
« on them next motning to which they 
6 bowed aſſent ; and having learned their 


50 ee © addfels 


- 


4 


MF x 


* 


1832 e or 4 


gg 
4 fe efs fi rom the n we to took © our 


$903 &, 225 40 ne 12 28 ' 155 14 


legve. 
4 "On our return to our Thanbdrs 1 
3 my brother to be extremely 
& x bought! ul as \ well 45 abſeht ; and that 
When e > ſpol e, it w as only 1 in praiſe of 
ce Miss Maitland” Ache name of the lady) 
4 or her mother. A ſecret alarm now took 
fleffion of my breaſt, left this acci- 
& dent. might prove the means of engag- 
« ing him in a hopeleſs paſſion for Miſs 
« Maitland ; full well knowing, tough 
« her birth and connections might be ever 
. « ſo reſpectable, yet if her fortune was 


6 not adequate to our father's c ex peCtations, 
6 he, would never confent © 10 their union. 
oe. Beauty ſhe poffeſſed in an eminent 

4 « degree, and, ſeemingly, a diſpoſition 
« which, might captivate any man, 
; * ack, more one .of my brother's temper 
turn of mind ; yet ſtill a lady ſo 
completely formed by nature to charm | 

40 „ might be already engaged. 

Thus I reaſoned during! the beſt part 


6c « of, the _ The next morning, my 
„ brother 
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0 brother told me he was going to viſit 
c Mrs. Maitland, and aſked me to ac- 
« company him. Jo this 1 readily aſſent- 
« ed; and on ſending up our 2 
« we were immediately admitted. 

«© We found the old lady netting, and 
ec her fair daughter at her tambour. 
They both roſe ' at our entrance, and 
« after deſiring us to be ſeated, Mrs. 
„ Maitland began to pour forth her ac- 
'& knowledgments to my brother, for the 
« timely and providential aſſiſtance he had 
given to her daughter, whilſt the lovely 
„ Clara, with bluſhing cheeks and down- | 
e caſt eyes, fat trembling and filent. 

I had now more time to obſerve her; . 
«and being fond of drawing the portraits 
« of beautiful women, will attempt to 
66 give you her's. 

& Her face was oval; her complexion 
(cc delicately fair ; her forchead rather Tow, 
4 with dark blue eyes; her, noſe rather 
e jnclined to the Roman; : ber mouth 
40 (which incloſed two pearly rows of mall 
& ble teeth) when the ſmiled, 1 


Aan B «ce a thou- 


*> 4 | 
1 * : 


. * athouſand nameleſs artleſs graces round 
it; her flaxen hair without powder, and 
ein ſhort her whole figure (for ſhe was 
t above, the middle fize) conſpired to 
«© excite the approbation as well as admi- 
ration of all who ſaw her. 
After ſitting near an hour, during 
«which the cauſe of the dreadful accident 
of the preceding evening was amply 
I diſcuſſed, and repeated thanks were of- 
e fered both by the amiable Clara and her 
% mother to my brother and myſelf for our 
% very humane and generous aſſiſtance, we 
took our leave. 
ws} After this viſit, however, my brother 
| « ſcarcely ſuffered a day to paſs without 
« viſiting his charming Clara, 
I tendered my advice, which was 
« now for the firſt time rejected. Fre- 
72 derick told me he found it impoſſible 
« to live without her, and that he thought, 
hen his father knew his Clara s merits, 
2 they would balance her want of fortune. 
Three months had. elapſed in this 
Lg when my father, who had 
4 « hired a furniſhed houſe during the 


he 3.4 5 22 
uf * winter, 
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winter, as well for the ſake of gratifying 
«© mymother with her ſons* company and the 
«© amuſements of the Town, as for the pur- 
C poſc of attending the progreſs of a law- 
ſuit in which he was engaged, paid my 
© brother an unexpected viſit one morning 
at his chamber; and after ſome previous 
9 common - place converſation, acquainted 
him, that he had received propoſals for 
« an alliance between. him and the only 
8 daughter and heireſs of Sir John Aſtley ; 
« at. the ſame. time hinting, that as ſuch 
2 match would prove highly agree- 
« able to him, he hoped that Frederick 
© would have no objection to accompany 
„him the next day to dine with the Ba- 
e ronet. Poor Frederick was (thunder- 
truck at this intelligence; which my 
father Nerariting. deſired an explatyl- 

tion,. | WIN 


, 2 198 'My'btother, aint: aided up 

«alt his reſolution, threw himſelf at my 
« father's feet, and told him the ſtory: of 
his firſt meeting with, and preſervation 
© of, ie end. He concluded wich 
4 | _ ... « aſſuring 


386 HRS ORY OF: . 

_ *4afforing himy that he was too much Ih 

love with her to think of any other wo- 

man; and that he was perſuaded, if his 
5<, father was acquainted with her many 
< amiable qualities, he would not refuſe 

Sermon theif union 


Here, however, he found biet 
*© miſtaken ; for my father flew into a 
viblent rage, and vowed never to ſcc 
ern if Heſperſeyered' in viffring 
i, or Ay f her family; Weg, 
Ofhaltnew leave yu till to · morrow morn- 
ing, when remember, 1 defire, nay com- 
mand, you to becompany me t to Sir john 
Aſtley's ?“ 101153740 02 97 

«lf As Tooh as my father had quit- 
4d; my brother's chambers, -'Frede- 
{aick called upon me, and, after relat- 


v ingiu the ſcene whieh had recently paſſed, 


** requeſted my advice; when I recom- 

mende a compliance with his: father's 

a commands; at which he was much diſ- 
ä Pleafed, and aſked me if I wiſhed to ſee 

«him miſerable. 

4.218 The bmi a ſervant brought 


my brother a card from my father, in- 
« timating, 
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« timating, that he expected to ſee him 
cat noon.” We were ſitting together 
c when it was delivered: he intreated me 
« to go and plead for him. I complied 


with his requeſt, but in vain: my father 


ſternly forbade me to mention the name 
of Miſs Maitland, or even that of my 
„ brother, till he returned to a; proper 
ſenſe of his dur. 


Poor Frederick, almoſt — — at 


0 « this. intelligence, next applied through 
1 me to my mother; Who told me, that 
on though ſhe ſincerely pitied him, ſhe was 
unable to aſſiſt him, well knowing that 
my father's. plates wWas 0. to be 


* ©ſhaken. . H Fel 8 1 ** 


„The day after 1 bad cond 
ded my mother's' meſſage, my brother 
left his chambers, and was neither ſeen 
<* or heard of either by myſelf or any of his 
* friends for the ſpace of a week” at: the 
{expiration of which, as my father, mo- 
ether, and myſelf were ſitting one even- 
ing alone /in th mg-room, he en- 
A th ww Maitland (then Mrs. 
idem omm! 2000-36 7 - 4; Mordaunt) 


in 39 
* * 


7 
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<« Mordaunt) in his hand, and throwing 
4 himſelf at their feet, implored their for- 

e giveneſs, and bleſſing 3 himſelf and 

his wife. 
As ſoon as my father had ſomewhat re- 
« covered from the ſurprize into which my 
*© brother's abrupt appearance and behavi- 
our had at firſt thrown him, he aroſe, and 
in a paſſionate tone forbade Frederick 
ever to ſee him more; adding (turning 
to his fon), As you have thought pro- 
© per, Sir, to marry without my conſent 
e and advice, as well as contrary to my 
- © expreſs commands, take notice, that 
from this moment I ſhall ceaſe to ac- 

„knowledge you as my ſon.” After ſay- 
ing this he quitted the room, at the 
*<c| ſame time leaving his injunctions on my 
mother immediately to follow him; 
- © which with ſtreaming + 4m ſhe reluctant- 
-< ly: complied with. 

For my part, I adminiſtered every 
66 comfort which reaſon could ſuggeſt, 
or imagination furniſh, to . alleviate 
e the anxiety and diſtreſs of the af- 
4 flicted pair; at the ſame time that 1 

5 66 could 


— - 


* 
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à could not but cenſure their raſn and 


* precipitate conduct. I aſſured them of | 


<« every aſſiſtance in my power to effect a 
<« reconciliation with my father. Un- 
« fortunately, however, I found all my 
« efforts to this purpoſe were ſo far from 
e producing the wiſhed-for ſucceſs,” that 
es at laſt he charged me, on pain of incur- 
e ring his diſpleaſure, never to mention 
« their names to him any more.” 
« As my brother was totally depen- 
« dent upon my father, and as his wife's 
“ fortune, which he had ſettled upon her, 
« was very little more than fifteen hun- 
« dred- pounds, Frederick found no 
ce ſmall difficulty in ſupporting: the ex- 
e pences he had brought upon himſelf by 
« afſuming the character of a huſband. 
Add to this, my income was too ſmall 
* to permit me to afford him any pecu- 
% niary help worthy of my affe&ion; or 
* of his acceptance; and though my mo- 
* ther diſtreſſed herſelf to aſſiſt him, yet 
« alt was too little to maintain himſelf 
and his wife in the ſtile of life in which 
| | 1 60 they 
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they had been accuſtamed e to live. 
Month aftet month, however, ſſid away, 
t and yet we experienced no abatement of 
e my father's reſentment; fot uhenever ! 
& attempted to ſolicit his forgiveneſs of 
e their imprudence, he as r 29700 
ed me to leave his preſen eee. 
About twelve months after my bro- 
_ *-ther's marriage, his beloved Clara pre- 
«ſented him with a fon. I immediately 
<« acquainted» my father wirk the cireum- 
eſtance, in hopes the little innocent might 
TI y prove the happy inſtrument of mollify- 
ing his reſentment: the only anſwer, 
however, which I received was, Tis 
<veryiwell! May be prove more dutiful 
to hit father, than my ſon has proved to 
t and notwithſtanding my mother 
*f afterwards joined in my ſolicitations, be 
c remained deaf and Mmexorable to all ohr 
© mmntreaties;! 3 II 10 vil none 54 . | 
Three years had clapfed in irt man- . 
«© ner, and the little Frederick (for ſo my 
brother's child had been named after his 
father) had begun to prattle, and who 
Nn s often 


4 
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often as heat ou my knee, with ptot⸗ 

« ty7 liſp would call me his deaty dear 
e uncle ; when one fatal day the dear little 
s cherub not being very well, the nurſery- 
+ maid took him into the fields for the be- 
<«-nefit; of the air zi and having placed 


< the child upon the graſs, while ſhe left 


& him for a few minutes only, as ſhe aid, 
to gather ſome flowers to amuſe” him, 
«© he was unfortunately ſtolen away, and 
« never afterwards: heard of, netwith⸗ 
{+ ſtanding all. poſſible means were uſed; 
© by advertiſements and een to re- 


cover him. 40 93443 4 4 


„Three months en this Wied 106 
4 (an additional ſtroke of ill fortune ARCH: 

«© my brother and fiſter could badly ſuſtain) 
my poor ſiſter was deprived, by death 

of her mother; a loſs which joined to 
« that of her ſon, and the inflexible tem 
per of my father, conſpired to break 

her heart, — nana e 
& afterwardsc | 


. 
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be 3 wy theſe accumu- 
1 _ miſeries _ diſtreſs was, chat my 
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4 brother was ſeized with a mnelabe hl 
which nothing could remove. 1 Dyes 


« my father's forgiveneſs, which he had 
© before been ſo extremely anxious to ob- 
et tain, when tendered to him now, was 
« received; by him with the moſt perfect 
&« indifference: _ he only ſhook his head, 
and ſaid, it came toa late: and ſo it 
(i proved 8 for in leſs than another month 
« he was buried in the ſame grave with 
<« his beloved Clara. The death of my bro- 
e ther was in three months followed by that 

« of my mother; and in leſs than fix 
te weeks afterwards I was deprived of my 
< father by an apoplectic fit, which was 
«© more than probably occaſioned by his 
extreme grief for the loſs of my mother. 
„ Thus, in leſs than a twelvemonth I 
© was bereft of every relation that was 
© near and dear to me. A kind of diſ- 
« guſt and indifference to the world and 
s every thing about me now took poſſeſ- 
« ſion of, and at laſt produced ſuch an 
e abſence of mind in, me, that I have 

1 W entered and quitted a room 
« full 
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« full of company without opening my 
« lips, or ſcarcely knowing where I have 
© heen : and hence it has been that I have 
« acquired the title, of The Silent Man. n 


« A few years after this, my phyſicians, 
« as well as friends, recommended to me 
eto make the tour of Europe. I complied 
« with, their advice, and in my travels 
© became acquainted with your worthy - 
& uncle Lord George Molton. A fimila- 
« tity of diſpoſition firſt made me court 
ce his friendſhip ; and by means of his 
4 agreeable correſpondence and converſa- 
tion, Joined to my ſubſequent connec- 
« tions with this amiable family, not 
* forgetting my little Julia,“ I have in a 
« great meafure recovered my former ſe- 
* © renity of mind. 


« I ſometimes cheriſh a hope, from an 
* inward ꝓpreſentiment which I feel, that I 
may one-day diſcover my nephew. *Tis 
© now near eight-and-twenty years ſince 
« he was ſtolen away; but the woman by 
** whoſe careleſſneſs the accident happen- 
** ed, and who is ſtill living, affures me, 
Vor. II. K 8 «that 
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= that the ſhould know him by a peculiar 
« mark or ſcar on his neck, which he re- 
& ceived by falling on the bar of a Bath- 
4 ſtove about a month before he was loſt. 
« This circumſtance, however, can prove 
« of very, little ſervice, as I may ſee him 
&« again and again, and not diſcover ſuch a 
de mark, unleſs by ſome accident border- 
-.< ing on the miraculous. 
.. « Before I conclude this ſhort memoir 
« of my life, I think it neceſſary to apo- 
60 logize for my abrupt behaviour to Lady 
40 Jemima, on my firſt ſpeaking to her, as 
4. it muſt have certainly appeared equally 
C rnde and impertinent; but being defir- 
« gus of drawing her into converſation, and 
« having ſo long accuſtomed myſelf to 
66 preſerve a total filence in public com- 
« pany, I felt myſelf at a loſs for a ſub- 
« ject to introduce me to her notice; and 
„ muſt therefore throw myſelf entirely on 
« her Ladyſhip' s well-known candour and 
good - nature for my forgiveneſs.” 
_ Thus ends Mr. Mordaunt, as muſt 


likewiſe your Jemima, who is too tired to 
| make 
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make any comments on his ſtory, or trou- 


ble you with any other additions to 5 


| char to bid you adieu, 


$! 


LETTER. xx. 


Colonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE, 


| Roſe-hill Farm. - 


Y laſt epiſtle * was written in ſuch 
a hurry, that I much fear you 
found ſome difficulty in decyphering it. 


The purport of it was to inform you, 


chat having received advice of the death 
of my worthy uncle, I immediately ſet 
off for this place, though, I am very ſorry 
to add, much againſt the inclination 
of my wife. My father, mother, fiſter, 


and aunt received us with open arms, tho 
in tears; and ſcarcely, indeed, could I re. 


* 


* This Letter does not appear. ; 
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frain from mingling my own with theirs; 
for I have e recovered "wy n 
ſpirits. 
On opening my a vin, 1 found 
. myſelf maſter of this houſe, with all the 
eſtate belonging to it. I need not tell 
you, I believe, that it is a delightful 
place. 

Sir James and Lady Belville leave us 
ſoon ; but Lady Clara has entreated my 


fiſter to ſtay with her; as ſhe ſays ſhe ſhall 
grow ſtupid and melancholy to live here 


without company. As to my aunt, it is 


* 


| * 


fixed that ſhe is to.continue with my father 


and mother as long as ſhe pleaſes. 
In this manner are things ſettled at 


preſent; how long they will remain ſo, 
Heav en only knows 

Lady Laura Beaumont appears to be 
quite enchanted with this ſpot. Indeed, 
were it not for her kind attentions, ] ſhould 


too often find myſelf alone; as my wife 


never ſeems deſirous of, or happy in, my 
company ; and when ſhe cannot perſuade 
oy fiſter 49 join her-is a a walking, fiſhing, 
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or riding party, will abſent herſelf whole 
mornings with only her ſervant. 

My father and mother have expreſſed 
great ſurprize as well as concern at her 
conduct; while I ſay every thing I can to 
make them think better of her than [ fear | 
ſhe deſerves. 

 Heigh-ho ! Edward ! if theſe are the 
comforts of matrimony, 1 will never ad- 
viſe young men to marry. Fut all women 
are not alite.—I wifh, my friend, you 
could obtain leave of abſence for a month 
or two; your company might hel 9 to en- 
liven the ſcene a little. 

A report prevails, that my "regiment 
will be ordered abroad before the winter 
ſets-in,—Well, with all my heart; ; for 
then my Lady will ftand the better chance 
of getting rid of me ſoon. | 


Adieu, Edward, and believe me ee 
Lours, 


H. BELYI ILE. 


» 8 ' 
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LETTER xl. 


Lady AURA BEAUMONT co Miſs GLENVILLE. 
"AT Roſe- hill Farm. 


1 


ur DEAR SUSAN, 
IR James and Lady Belville, with 
) Miſs Margaret, left us yeſterday : 
Miſs Belville ftill remains here. Lady 
Clara 1s quitemelancho! y and low-ſ, pirited, 
and vows if ſome company « do not drop in 
upon us ſoon, ſhe will run away and leave 
us ſober folks to ourſelves. The Colonel 
laughs at and tells her, ſhe will find few 
places livelier at preſent: “ Beſides,” 
| {added he this morning at breakfaſt, when 
ſhe was complaining of the lonelineſs of 
the place) I ſhould imagine, my dear, 
«you were fond of retirement, as you 
« fly the company bath of Lady Laura 
«and myſelf.” She made no reply, but 
ſoon afterwards quitted the room, as did 


_ alſo Miſs Belville. 
& Tam amazed, Sir, that Lady Clara 


«don't form ſome a with 
« the families around her.” | 


25 Very - 
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« Very true, Lady Laura; but ſhe tells 
« me there is not a female among them 
„„ hom a woman of faſhion can converſe 
« with. If ſhe continues to appear thus 
cc miſerable, I muſt take her to ſome of 
the watering-places, as I cannot bear 
e to ſee her unhappy.“ 
« Lord bleſs * Sir, ſurely you will 
c not 1” 
„Why, what would you adviſe me to 
60 do, Lady Laura?“ l 
By no means, Sir, to carry her to 
60 any public place, leſt Bromley ſhould 
ce chance to hear of it, and follow her.” a 
He coloured, bit his lips, and replied, __ 
* I know no reaſon, Madam, why I ſhould ; 
« even ſuſpect Lady Clara's honour ; nei- 
« ther indeed can I believe that ſhe ever 
% has allowed, or would permit Colonel 
* Bromley or any other perſon to aſſume 
any improper. freedoms,” Ting ſaid 15 
this, he left the room. E ED" 
1 was afraid that I had gone too 64 and 
therefore longed for an opportunity to ſec 
bim again. © Fortunately, on going into 
the * ſoon afterwards, I perceived 
K 4 him 
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bim walking with folded arms. * in- 
ſtantly walked up to him, and defired to 
- know at he was not well. 
_ He ſtarted at my. voice, and ſaid, — I 
beg pardon, Madam, 1 did not fee. 
« you;” and then walked on for ſome. 
time without ſpeaking. I continued to 
ſtroll at a ſmall diſtance without interrupt- 
ing him, when at laſt, turning round and 
advancing to me, he very gravely adgrefied, 
me thus : * By ſome hints, Madam, which 
© have fallen from you at various times, I, 
J am inclined to think that you are poſs, 
<;{efled. of the knowledge of ſome. pargi- 
6 culars reſpecting my wife and Colonel, 
« Bromley with which 1 ought to be. * 
„ quainted. lere he ſtopped. 
This home · queſtion, Suſan, ſtartled me 
not a little; and :I was, for ſome moments. 
a leſs to anſwer him. At laſt I replied. 
as follows: © I am. not, Sir, entruſted, 
& with her Ladyſhip'! s ſecrets; neither do 
441 know any thing particular, except that 
I have often heard my couſin ſay, that 
Colonel Bromley w was a great favourite 
« of her's,” | 
* | 6c She 
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* She might ſay ſo very innocently 1. 
4 Lady Laura; but I cannot think ſuch 
an expreſſion juſtifies the leaſt ſuſpicion ' 


« of an nner connettion between 
* them.” 


This ſpeech ri me, 1 * | 


«] am ſorry, Sir, if my defire ts ferve 


„Lady Clara or yourſelf ſhould be miſ- 
taken or miſinterpreted.” 
Taking my hand, he replied, py | ur: 
te beg pardon, Madam, if I have offended ; 
but I cannot perſuade, myſelf to think 
my wife's conduct in the leaſt criminal : - 
on the contrary, I am inclined to believe 
1 that moſt of the follies ſhe. commits are 
to be imputed to her extreme vivacity,”” 
My anger now inſtantly ſubſided, and 
- kis ſoliciting my pardon prompted me to 
make the following ſpeech, which I much 
fear has entirely ruined me in his opinion: 
I am ſenſible, Sir, that her Lady- 
> ſhip s diſpoſition was always gay and 
_<« lively ; and I muſt own that 1 have not 
4 been a little furpriſed at your marty ipg 
* ber, ſince J have had the opportunity, 
— K 5 « t 
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wer .of knowing your temper and turn of = 
mind. I with (continued I, with a figh)—_ 
ce to fee you happy; and for this reaſon 
e only have cautioned you againſt Brom- 
«© ley. Perhaps, if I had followed the 
* dictates of my own heart, I ſhould 
< have left Lady Clara to her fate, as, ever 
« fince I firſt ſaw you, I have had occa- 
*.  fion for my utmoſt reſolution to ” 
lere 1 ſtopped, and on ung aß up my 
eyes, after ſome moments pauſe, perceived 
Dor thought I perceived—a kind of min- 
gled ſurprize and contempt ſtruggling in 
his countenance; but without making me 
tze leaſt reply, he immediately turned 
don another walk to avoid me; and 1 
have not had courage to ſee him ſince. 
From this you will perckive, my dear 
Suſan, that I was miſtaken in my man; 
for I fooliſhly thought him̃ too gallant to 
refuſe the proffered love of any lady. Be- 
- fides, as it is not at all improbable that he 
will very ſoon have occaſion to ſue for a di- 
vorce, I was in hopes of ſucceeding my cou- 
x _ 


* Py 
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fin; not perhaps that I ſhould have Fete leſfs 
fickle than Lady Clara, though I would. 
moſt certainly have endeavoured to have 
been more careful of my reputation. | 

Thus all my wiſe ſchemes are fruſtrated, 
and T have been plotting to no purpoſe, — 
But the dinner-bell rings, ſo that 1 | 
muſt wor the Pore bid 70 adieu. | 


2. 


"ng + 


Six in the evening. 


HEAVENS, Suſan, what an infult | 
Read the encloſed, which I juſt now found 


on my dreſſing- table, and tell me if it is 


not ſuffic ict to provoke any woman's 
reſentment. Yes, it is; and I hope I ſhall 
ſoon be able to retaliate, Farewel. 


3 — Yours, e 
e, tene BEAUMONT. 
RG nr 2 


- 
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To Lally, LAURA BEAUMONT. 
urige in the preceding Letter. 32: 


| 6 A FTER. the. very extraordinary 
66 (1 will hope inadvertent) declaration 
« which, eſcaped you this morning in 
© the garden, I cannot refiſt the inclina- 
* tion I feel of troubling your Ladyſhip 
with a few friendly lines of advice. | 
« You are young, my dear Lady Lau- 
« ra, and did not, I am inclined to be- 
_ * lieve, conſider the impropriety you were 
_* guilty of in confeſſing your love for 
% man who could not without "perjury 
return it. Though Lady Clara's con- 
te duct be ever ſo blameable, I will never 
give her cauſe to complain of mine. Be- 
« fides, I flatter myſelf that Lady Clara 
« has too much good · ſonſe not to perceive 
4 and correct any levities in her conduct 
« which might lead Colonel Bromley or 
6 any other man to the aſſumption of li- 
vc berties, which would prove as deſtruc- 
« tive. 


' 
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« tive of her happineſs as injurious to my 
« honour, For my own part, as I never 
« could perſuade myſelf to act fo baſe a 
« part as to encourage an affection in any 
“woman which I could not xetprp,z,{o I 
would moſt earneſtly recommend, to a 
© lady who might have. been 0 e 
« nate as to place her affections upon an 
| 7 improper object, not only to conetal 
* them from bim with the moſt ferupur 


an 12191 


« lops care, but x to fly from and avoid, his 
6 company, as-the would 0 plague = 
$6 infection. Fun 
(e That your Ladyſhip will * this 
e frankneſs,; and not conſtrue — gh 
5 pertinence, is the ardent . 5 
r Ladyſhip's 
u Moſt reſpectful humble — 


: 
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bk pr fat down in order te to Sive you 4 

converſation which paſſed this morn- 

ing between Lady Laura Beaumont and 

myſelt, and which 1 ſhall proceed to lay 
before you without further preface . 

I leave you” to gueſs, how much this 
very extrabrdinaty "confeſſion aſtoniſhed 
me! Indeed, I was equally ſurpriſed and 
ſhocked to ſee a woman ſo young and fo 

lovely forget herfex's dignity as well as 
delicacy ſo far, as boldly to avow her love 
for a man already married. 

1 turned away, in order to give her 
time to recover her. confuſion, during 

which I deliberated on the line of conduct 
I ought to aſſume on ſuch a fingular occa- 
fion ; and at length determined to let her 


Her Colonel Belville relates what Lady Laura 
Beaumont had written to her friend in the preceding 


letter, 


- 
—. 


( 
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know by a jetter how much I diſapproved 
of her behaviour. I atcortingly wrote 
the encloſed ; but thinking it rather too 
ſevere on reading it a ſecond time, I re- 
ſolved to wait till dinner, when'T ſhould 


be; better able to judge, "whether her 


ſtrange conduct in the morning was acct- 
dental or premeditated. When the din- 
ner-bell rung, ſhe came down as uſual, 


and appeared juſt as gay and lively asfor- 


merly. This levity of behaviour deter- 
'mined me; and as ſoon as the cloth was 
removed, after making an excuſe to leave 
the room, I laid the letter on her dreſſing- 
table, and then returned back to the com- 
pany in the dining-parlour. „ 

I am not certain, Edward, whether 
you will approve my conduct or not; but 
I deemed myſelf in honour bound to my 


wife, Lady Laura, and even myſelf, to act 


as 


in the manner I have done. 
That Lady Clara is guilty of many im- 
prudences, Jam but too certain; yet to 
know that there is a woman under my 
roof who has not ſcrupled, in violation of 
72151 ever y 


Cr 3 7 
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Fyxexy principle of female delicacy and re- 
Ferve, as wal as of honour and friend- 
mip, to own. her partiality for me, tho 
married to her own couſin, and encourage 
der to continue under it, were baſeneſs in 
the bigheſt extreme ; eſpecially as I muſt 
no be aſſured, that every little fault of 
my wife“ s would be exaggerated. 
pd 6 faw no more of Lady Laura till the 
| next morning at breakfaſt, when, after 
aking ber ſeat, and paying the uſual com- 
piments of the morning, the turned to 
my wife, and ſaid in a tremulous voice, 
Jam going to leave you, Lady Clara,” 
What, ſo ſuddenly ?” returned my 
wie, indifferently. Xe Pray when do you 
E „ — | 
9 Fan « This morning. 
* 0 Lord bleſs me ! what” 8 "the meaning 
_ #6 of this haſty reſolution 8 
5 & Tis haſty, to be fure ; "but the 
4 place, as your Lady 5 ſays, is ſo dull, 
0 0 & there is no enduring j it.“ Poly 
This ſpeech made my wife and fiſter 


"Burr, as ſhe had always before talked in a 
"ry different ſtile. 


; 4 Dear, 


* 
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n Dea r Cady Laura (replied my fler), 
4 J always thought that You preferred ſo- 
« jitude to buſtle and voiſe.“ 7 "FN 
* Then, Madam, you have miſtaken TH 
6 my: tempek, : as 'perhaps other Rents 5 . 
done alſo.” 
She laid a particular mph? on 4 6 
e people,“ and 1 thought looked Pose. 
larly n 


e (i ay ci 1 a 
*% you very y much altere ; as When . 


„ * 


nete children, J e 5 


be * Ways reckoned the 1 55 7 ek 


— * © * 


* E 11 ay re 12 00 . 
feat. 

„1 am forry to find, ir, "that thy der 
te footifh 1 Dohavio yeſterday has utirely 
* loſt me the place Tonce flattered my ſelf I 
4 poſſeſſed in Four eſtectn; but, Sir, con- 

tinued the," with eyes" Dathing ' reſentC 
ment and indignation, e be fo v 
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Jas to imagine that Acer conquer 
4 whatever fooliſh prejudices or prepoſſeſ- 
« fions. I may have entertained in your fa- 
*your- You may judge of my reſolution, 
44 from my immediate compliance with 
our advice, in thus abruptly quitting 
your houſe.“ E + of 
[> Here ſhe ſtopped, while 1 was ſo aſto- 
ikea at this — which was delivered 


| tane, d by a lady too 
p 50 ente to be all 
1 eſs ar and gentleneſs, | that 1 was quite at 
a los to frame a a reply : at length I aid, 
« I am extremely concerned, Lady Lau- 
& x; Ts to fee you diſcompoſe thoſe features, 
6c "which till this moment, I thought beam- 
«ed. naghin bur ſweetneſs. | Let me 
© again, Madam, preſume , to repeat my 
cc advice; which is, to compoſe yourſelf, 
2264 < and fly from . A bouſe, which t ther 


Tie 


© with 1 its owner muſt now be hate ul to 
%%% a=»: Fic 2 . 
I then bowed, quitted — room; 0, d 
went into the garden, where I joined my 
wife and filter z, we $f not however long 


* walked 


— 
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| walked together before we ſaw n Lau- 
ra advancing towards us. py 
I am come to wiſh you a 9508 morn- 
jpg, couſin, a, I am going | to ha off a 
<«< immediately.“ 
Lady Clara faid fomething which 1 did 
not diſtinctly hear, intimating that ſhe was 
ſorry to part with her; after which we fol 
lowed her to the gate, when I offered my 
hand to help her into her carriage, and of 
which ſhe readily accepted : : then bowing 
to us all in general, ſhe —— ths en, 


r by wo 


to dtive . 1.772 

Neither Lady Clara nor my 1 made 
any comments to me or to each other bi” 
Lady Lauras ſudden departure : but 0 
temper ſince the bas been gone. PRE 
ſhe could not have been offended or alarms * 
med at the attentions which were ſhewn 
me by Lady Laura ; if ſhe had, I ſony” 
have ſuppoſed ſhe would not have left us 
alone ſo often: but 1 am glad Lady Lau- 
ra is gone, and will 1 no more about 
her. nn lng: Th 4 
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Fam obliged to you for your kind en- 
quiries after my health, which I have the 


2 Pleaſure to tell you is much mended. I 


hope von will perform your promiſe of 
wn; with us ſoon, till when 


Adieu, my dear friend! ' Yours, : 
4 1 EY 7 - HENRY RELVILLE. 


Ds . : 
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Lady ] Ibn S to Mic \ THORNTON. 


Gs ne eb © ite Path. 
Received your letter, my dear, laſt 
week, and mould have anſwered it 

 fooner, were not the houſe ſo full of com- 

pay, that T have fearcely time for any 
bur buftle. We have at preſent with 

—* ady Sufan Pelham and Miſs Man- 


ners, both of whom you have heard me 
mention before; Sir Wiltiam Meredith, 
0 Mr. . — Moleſworth, Cap- 


1 1. : tain 


%. 
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tain Greville, and Lord:Palmerſton, whom 
T have before mentioned to you under the 
title of Sir Edward, but who has heen lately 
created a peer. He is a very! Weecbig 
man, and a great favourite of mine. 

In anſwer to your requeſt, that I wovld 
gire you ſome account of - the, neighbour 
hood, it is very genteel, and very ſogiable. 
The Earl of Mandeville's family refide 
here, as do ſeveral other perſons of fa- 
fhion, whom I have known in town. 
Lady Lucy Mandeville, his daughter, is 
frequently at the Park, and is really a 
very agreeable woman. 

We expect to ſee Lord Merton ond 
his fiſter Lady Horatia .. ro-morraw.  L 
have heard much of this young lady from 
Lady Clara Belville, but have never ſeen 
her. Her brother, Lord Merton, 1 re- 
collect to have ſeen once, yet ſcarcely 


remember what ſort of a man he is: but L . 


will tell you more of them when they arriye. 

I wonder if Colonel Belville continues to 

mend, and if the n are ſtill at Briſtol. 
EY AED Lou 
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Vou cannot think, my Julia, how con- 
. appear to myſelf, when 'I 
examine my heart. Why cannot I con- 
quer my love for a man who never can 
be mine, and who never perhaps thought 
| feriouſly of me?” *Tis true, from wha: 1+ 
writes in his letter to his friend, he would 
appear to have once entertained ſome 
favourable ſentiments of me; but does 
he not add, that he will try to conquer a 
paſſion which will only be productive of 
unhappineſs to him. He certainly has con- 
quered it; wherefore then, Jemima, do 
vou thus debaſe yourſelf, by thinking ſo 

much of one who could ſo ſoon forget 


_ Att Jemima, fye! | 


I was interrupted by the entrance of 
Lady Suſan Pelham, who came to aſk 
me to take a-walk with her; but as I was 
in no ſpirits to liſten to ſmall-talk, I beg- 
Sed to be excuſed, alledging that I had 
ſeveral letters to write. My apology was 
admitted, and ſhe is gone; but as I think 


* is already of a ſufficient length, 


I ſhall 
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1 mall inftantly conclude'ir ir with 4055 5 


, 121 at Ff Sa 


that I am ever 


MN dear Julia's 0 affectionate © 
f n GUZMAN, : 


LETTER XCIv. 
Captain HILLGROVE to Colonel BEL. VII LE. 


* 


MY DEAR FRIEND, be”. 
1 Received yours with its contents yeſter- 
day; but how can ſufficiently t 

a conduct ſo juſt, and truly honoural | 
Noble, generous Belville, why art on 
not happy? . Ill-fated wretch that 1 
was, ever to preſume to adviſe one | 
ſo far my ſuperior in judgement, reſolu- 
tion, and underſtanding ! ! I never can Par- | 
don myſelf for my preſumption, nor be 
truly happy till you are ſo. 
I propoſe to fee you ſoon ; but what- 
ever you do, my friend, take care of your 
hee Do not let melancholy prey on 
5 | | your: 


W AIs 105 EOS. 


your ſpirits, which I ſtill hope will in 3 
Sort time reſume their wonted tone of 


mirth, cheerfulneſs, and good humour. 
!. let me have one more letter 


defore 1 teave this place, 
| Yours fincerely, +. 


© EDWARD” HICL-.GROVE. 
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LETTER, XCV. 
Eel. BR o to Sir RICHARD' RANDALL, 


London. 5 


ERE: + am 2 2 Randall; but how I 
came here, or what I came about, 


[ ſcarcely know. The laſt time I faw 
you was at Briſtol, where you may pro- 
baly recollect L informed you that I was 
over-head-and-ears in love—but that the 
miſchief of it was, the lady was married. 
Perhaps this circumſtance may prove the 
better for me; but—curſe on my un- 


| lucky f dars |—uſt as I was in hopes of pre- 
| 4 vailing 


"i. 2 & 
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vailing on my lady to elope, her huſband N 


ſet off with her the Devil knows whither. | 


This horridly provoked me, as T had not 
time even to learn the place they were 
going to. Patience, however, which is 
a cure for all things, and Fortune, which 
has hitherto ſtood my friend, will not 


now, I hope, forſake me, but by ſome _ + 


kind chance or other throw her again in 
my way. 1 
Such, Randall, being the ſlate of my 
affairs, I believe I ſhall fill up, my time 
at preſent in paying a viſit to my uncle 
and brother in the North; eſpecially as It 
is abſolutely neceſſary for me to make my 
peace with the old Don, leſt he ſhould” 13g 
tip off on a ſudden, while he is angry” 
with me, and leave me nothing; and 
which would be a horrible pull back, as 
I can only juſt rub on by help of my pay 
from quarter to quarter. | 
| Methinks this has been a very ſober, 
letter; 1 will therefore put an end to it, 
for fear I ſhould doze while I am writing, 
and you in reading it. ; 


OE RE Fen 
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he Lex your next eee be 
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Lady CLARA BELVILLE to Lady JEMIMA 
y yt 10.2 S AN. 


>STAK JEMIMA, 


b Oe. 1 HAVE patient ly waited 57 ſome time 
_ paſt in daily expectation. of receiving 
2 letter from your Ladyſhip, but have al- 
| Ways found myſelf diſappointed: being 
ow, however, quite out of all patience, 
3 Fe determined to write, if it is only to 
1 compel you to ſend me an anſwer 1 in re- 
rn. 
* I at firſt thought that you might per- 
haps. be unacquainted with ,our addreſs : 
but on aſking Miſs Belville, if ſhe had not 
Written to the, Marchioneſs ſince ſhe had 
arriped here, ſhe informed me that ſhe 
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had correſponded with her laſt week's it 1 
follows, of courſe, that if you did not know _ - * 


it before, you might have then heard where 
we are to be heard of, ot met with at 
prefent, and botifeciiiently! vou can have 
no excuſe for your filence ſince that times? 
Let me therefore hear from you by the 
return of the poſt, and Iwill ſign and ſeal 
your pardon on the back of your letter. 
We are very dull and ſtupid here, not be- 
ing able at preſent to receive any com- 
pany; neither, indeed, do I ſee how we e 1 
can till the houſe is- new- furniſhed, as the 
preſent beds, tables, chairs, glaſſes, &. 
&c. are ſo very old-faſhioned and anti- 
quated, that I ſhould be afraid of theit _ 
frightening all my ene of the of 
| ro och Le ©. n PET. 
Dio pou know, that 1 have Wil anda v4 
thoughts, notwithſtanding your miking& 
behaviour, of paying you a viſit, if 
thought ſuch a liberty would not be deem- 
ed impertinent : > But as I am not conſei- 
ous of having offended either yourſelf or” 
15 any Part of W family, if not inconve- 
fd rs ea venient 


1 


— 


8 
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nient nor - diſagrecable, we will paſs a week 
with you, as I think a little variety would 
Prove of ſervice both to Belville and me, 
Adieu, my dear Lady] emima, and pray 
ſend me a long. letter to atone for your 
paſt negleRt. | 

-_ Fan, 3] 


OT CLARA BELVILLE. 


1 
9 


LETTER xcyn. 
Miſs THORNTON to Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN. 


RECEIVED my dear Lady Jemima's 
letter | yeſterday, but cannot tell her 
how much its contents diſtreſſed me. — 
5 Why, why will my much- beloved friend 
thus torment herſelf ?—Why. will ſhe not 
EF  _fummon to her aid that fortitude of mind 
| 2 6” has ſuſtained her in trials much 
more ſevere and painful than that under 
1 Gbich ſhe is now ſuffering ?—Why thus 
F ubmiſgve bow to that tyrant Love, when 
| the may dictate to ſo a of his ſlaves ? 
3 


- - 


* * 
1 
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| If I could entertain the moſt diſtant 
hope of Belville being ever yours, I wonld 


not preſs this advice upon you: but as 
there appears to be little if any proſpect 


of ſuch an event taking place, you ought © * 


es, my friend, I again repeat, you N 
ought— to exert every effort to conquer 


a paſſion which (to uſe Belville's words) 
te can only be productive of . unhappineſs. 
« to you.” —Fye, my dear Jemima, fre! 
Remember, he could, and has conquered 


Bis paſſion for you, though my Jemima 
finds it impoſſible to ſubdue her's for him. 
I hope my amiable friend will not thin 
1 treat her too harſhly, but do me the juſ- 
tice to believe (if I may, and I hope I may, 
uſe ſuch an allufion without the imputation 
of profanity or impiety) that I © chaſten 
* thoſe only whom I love.” —But enough 
on a ſubje& which can Wager} re parry 5 
to you. 


Sir Thomas Glendower has a whole vs: 4 4 


giment of viſitors; -and amongſt the reſt, * 
what do you think of Sir Cecil Mowbray?” 
—TI have no doubr but you will be fur- 


©T "00 1 


— 


a nIS T ORT o 


A aten, at this piece of intelligence ; yet it 


is even ſo.— By the bye, I think the Ba- 
ronet much more agreeable than when 
1 firſt ſaw bim; though perhaps this ſud- 
den partislity may ariſe from your being 
continually he theme of his converſation; 

for chancing one day to ſpeak to my fa- 
ther of Lady Jemima Guzman, he ſtarted, 
and. enquired. if 1 knew the; lady; and 
tan on in your praiſe I very believe naerly 
half an hour. I am ſartain, ſarlain ſure, 
s my Somerſetſhire Nelly uſed to ſay) 

that he daes love you; and © in good faith 
. and troth,“ (to continue Nelly's dialett) 
Llikewiſe does think as how your Ladyſhip 
might be happy with bim, is. vo dnn 


Wh vouchſafe to have him. K 7 


As to what 1 may wy camels ſaid 
reſpeRtiog Sir Cecil, I beg your Ladyſhip 
zo consider the whole merely as a jake, 
which for the moment playing upon and 
diy erting the fancy, was therefore by way 
of amuſement comm unicated to your Laage 


* n den n of 


+ ;Youx, Lady ſhip's. affeQionate FE 
- JULIA,THORNTON. 
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| LETTER XOVIII. n 


Lady munis GUZMAN to Miſs ria: "3 
Av. Dran fukin. 1 | 5 
CAN eafily' forgive the gen A "of - 
your laſt letter, as I ain ſure it pro- 
ceeded ſolely from a fervent zeal for ty 
happineſs. and welfare: too well de L ktow: 
the juſtneſs of yout advice; and would to 
Heaven I could purſut ii! 
The latter part of your letter, howWevers: 12 
Lean ſcarcely forgive. How long has ſuch 
heroiſm poſſeſſed the breaſt of my friend? 
I do-moft ſolemaly affiire you, that werer | 
I to marry to-morrow, Sir -Cecih- Mow; _. 
bray would not be found to be the man ſof 
my choice. As to his talking of me, it, 
moſt probably proceeds merely from his 
want of a better ſubject, as ho muſt be, 
certain that I have never given him OF; 
the leaſt encouragement - 
My fiſter received a letter a few: FRG 
ago from Miſs Belville, who tells bery, 
that ſhe is with her brother and fiſter a, 
. L4 _ « Roſe. 


3 : +4 4 © a>.” þ * "WV e 4 . 
24 ð HISTORY OF 


ec Roſe-Hilt Farm; and that be i is "OY 
much mended, though far from having 
e. recovered his wonted chearfulneſs.“ 


Lord Merton with his ſiſter arrived here 
yeſterday; and as they promiſe to be great 
favourites of mine, I will endeavour o 
give you an outline of their portraits. 

Lady Horatia is about eighteen, re- 
markably tall of her age, with a clear brown 

complexion and black eyes, and a ſmall 

mouth with exceeding good teeth: the 
is perfectly elegant in her manners, and 
** appears to pollels an affable lively diſ- 
b poſition, unmixed with that conceit or 
impertinence which are too'often the ap- 


. of a woman of faſhion: © . 
Her brother i is likewiſe tall; and about 


* 


=? one or two-and-twenty ; ; has. very good 
eyes and teeth, though he is not handſome, 
=, owing to the ſmall-pox, with which he is 
rather unfavburably pitted. His temper 
ſeems to accord with that of his fiſter : 
he is polite and attentive to ours, yet at 
L the fame time frank, ſocial, "and friendly” 


with bis own, ſex. | | | 
4 18 4 . 1 5 A letter 


>= 
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A letter is juſt brought me,—Is:3t from 


my Julia ?—No.—By the ſuperſoription, | A | 


it would appear to come from Lady Clara 
Belville.—I muſt lay down my pen and 
peruſe it: I know you will excuſe me. 
Adieu till then. * LS 7 

Ab Julia! Tulia! wha wil . of 
me?—Oh Lady Clara ! little do you 
think of what imprudence you are guilty. 


—T incloſe you a copy of her letter! 


ſent for the Marchioneſs immediately, 7 5 
and ſhewed it to her, who was equally con- 


cerned with myſelf at the contents, as itis- 


impoſlible, without entirely breaking with 
her, to decline the viſit—I now, indeed; 
hall have occaſion for the exertion of all 
my fortitude. My ſiſter afterwards con- 
ſulted my uncle and brother, who both 


coincide in her opinion, that we ought nor. 


3 » 


by any means to evade her ſelf. invitation. 
Thus am I at laſt compelled to reſide 
under the fame roof with the man, whom, of 


all others, partial as I am to him, I would 


wiſh not to ſee, much leſs to live with. 
1 A e But 


* 


32s IS TOR Y r {OA 


But 1 vill endeavour to think with 4 
| favourite Pape,” that © whatever is, is 
right.“ — And Heaven grant that I may 
ſurmount this trial] after which, I am 
refolved to follow my friends. advice, and! 
take ſome honeſt, fimple, well-meaning? 
man, for better or ſor worſe, until death 
c us do part; though I do aſſure my 
Julia, that Sir Cecil Mowbray will not, 
all not be the happy lde. -I propoſt in 
oonſequence to take up, and to lead a neu 
life; to- be as gay, careleſs, thoughtleſs, 
and diſſipated as the moſt affected faſhion - 
able leader of the female Ton. 
J forget, however, that I am to write to | 
Lady Clara; —a painful taſk. l as I muſt; 
counterfeit a ſeeming which is foreign to 
my heart. I muſt therefore, from, 
want of time to ſay more, conclude with 


the trite but nen r of { being, 


ever 


| "pun, | . Ard 
ae JEMIMA GUZMAN. 
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Lad me GUZMAN ts | Lady CLARK - 


N 
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N Work has ſcarcely elapſed fines F- 
received your Ladyſhip's epiſtis; I 


truſt, therefore, that the expedition With 


which I have diſpatched this anſwer, will” 
enfure me that parden and forgiveneſs 
which you ſo ee HI me 90 
its receipt. | : 


I muff intreat your Eaipndp, wüde - 2 
not to impute my filenee either to neglect 
or indifference, as it was oc HDi d ſolelx 


by my ignorance of your addreſs, till 


Miſs Belville's letter for the Marchioneſs 3 


arrived; and, unfortunately, ſince that 
time I have been ſo. much engaged by. 


company, that 1 have found it totally i im 


poſſible to think of, much lefs to write 
to, any of my friends who were not imme- - 


| diately near or about N 
6 OY Hut 


N 
1 * * 
* 5 * 
8 , 


Molton Park: 


* 
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But here comes my ſiſter, to We 
miſtreſs of the houſe, I ſhall - chearfully, 


js it is my bounden duty, refign my —_ N 


—* TR it ri, my Lady“ .— 
r — 


4 « Belyille; will, I hope, pardon a neglect 


«which has proceeded more from acci- 
« dent than intention. Lord George Mol- 
«ton, the Marquis, and * ng expect 
their arrival at The Park with impa- 
- _ . tience. As to Lady Jemima, I ſhall leave 


« her to ſpeak for herſelf.“ 
, member, that I cannot too ſoon have 


= bow nech I am yours, 


— 


an excuſe for myſelf.— Well, good folks, 


beg your pardon, and all that ; but I am 
tos vain to ſuppoſe my 2 N will be 


long wanting. 


company with us. Lord Merton, his 
85 fiſter, 


, 


* Colonel and Lady Clara, with Miſs 


„ Adieu, my dear Lady Clara, and re- 
«the pleaſure of aſſuring you perſonally 


E. GUZMAN.” IF 


1 4 | pe Sol the Marchioneſs has excifal all 
the family but me, and I am left to frame 


We have at preſent a great deal of 
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ſiſter, with Lady Suſan Pelham, Miſs Man- 
ners, and knights, baron- knights, captains, . 
colonels, ſquires, &c. xc. out of number. 
* Coming, good folks ! coming! 
They drag me from * ben; ann, 
force me to ſa ß Oe ne 2 
| *Adieu—Adien, eee 8e 
"29 8 * dear Lady Clara EY 
IG GUERAN. 


F 
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„LE TEN. 
Sir CBC. MOWBRAY to Sir G. MAYNARD, 


ERE I am, George, at ar 
I have run away from one Deity | 

only to fall in the way of another, who is 
no leſs than Miſs Thornton, of whom . 
believe you have heard me before make 
honourable mention. 1-44 
I faw her at this very place about two o 
years ago, and then thought her very. 
agreeable ; but the ſight of Lady Jemima 


not to be put in competition with the laſt- 


„ STO IAT Or 
and Many other pretty creatures (though 


mentioned angel). reer * her G 
of my head. 

ö — Jadag a Boge 
fe; and if on a more intimate acquaint- 


ance I ſhould continue ro like Miſs Thorn- 


ton as weld as I do at preſent, I verily be- 
Hneve 1 all at laſt enter the matrimonial 
nooſe. What makes me admire her the 
more is, that I find ſhe is one of the moſt 
intimate friends of Lady Jemima Guzman; 
ſhe muſt therefore approach ſomething 
3 female perfection, or ſhe could 
ot have been noticed . that angelic 
crearate. | 
Let me confider Mott: think of it, 
L remember to have heard her Ladyſhip 
laſt winter ſpeak of a Miſs Thornton — - 


15 No- the deuce came P to be ſo ſtupid !— 


Nays. more than that, I recollect, too, that. 

| the ſpoke very highly in her praiſe.— 

Well, I am gaing to her , father's. 0 
adiou—til} my return... | 


a » 1 It 4 M4, 4 
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„ HAVE told vn in 8 
part of this ſheet, that 1 was going to. Mu- 
Thornton's. .. Linen announcing, wmyſelf an . 


the old gentleman's door, I was informed 


by the ſervants (who make ng ſtranger as 


me) that Miſs Thornton. was in the gar- 


den. 1 immediately went in purſuit of 


ber, and on enterin git, ſpied] her in, a littla 
fummer-houſe noting a handkerchief ta 


her eyes. As ſhe was fitting with her back 
towards me, fhe could neither perceive 


nor hear me till I had advanced ſo near 
her as to obſerve a paper in her Hand; 


when on turning round, and ſeeing me, me 3 


exclanned; Heavens, Sir Cecib r? 


Pardon this intrufion, Madam (tak- 


« ing her hand); but for Heaven's fake. 
*_ what can be the occafien of tlioſe leyehs 
6 eyes being ſuffuſed in tears? ? 
The occaſion of them, Sir (cepbec 
« the lovely: maurner), ariſes from this: 
paper, which informs: me of the diſtreſs 
8 of a friend.” Ls. Of: 


. r - 


4 "x | | | £c 4 Can 
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Can I in any way prove the nr 
ec 8 of alleviating or removing 
& that friend's diſtreſs ? Speak ! My life, 
« my fortune ſhall be devoted to procure 
the happineſs of Miſs Thornton.” | 


I am much obliged to you, Sir (re- 
ce turned the lovely Julia, ſmiling chrough 
« her tears); but neither are requiſite.” 
& May 1 preſume to aſk, Is it a lady or 
* 4 gentleman who occaſions you this un- 
* eafineſs ?” 


It is a lady, 1 do aſſure you, Sir 
| «Cecil. 5 N 


re © Would to . I could ſerve her! 15 


% « You are very kind, Sir Cecil; but 
it is not in any one's power to ſerve her 
ein the mode you probably allude to, 
« 48 ſhe wants nothing but advice.“ | 
O! advice !—(exclaimed I, laughing, 
« for I wanted to hear who the was) you 
don't know what a notable advifer I am. 
Tell me her name and her caſe, and I 
ce will ſet off 9 to give her my 
os on 


" Pardon 


I; . 
ge 
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0 Pardon me, Sir, Lalways keep ſuch 
e ſecrets as my friends are pleaſed to ho- 
_ #* nour” me with, inviolably ſacred. 1 
ce you pleaſe, we will go in ſearch of wy. 
« father,” | 
I accordingly accompanied the little. 
bewitching gypſey in ſearch of her fa 
ther, as I found ſhe would not intruſt 
me with the name of her friend, though 
I entertained a very ſtrong ſuſpicion that 
this friend was no other than Lady Jemima © 
Guzman. I therefore, s we walked, 
talked on indifferent ſubjects; and at laſt 
careleſsly enquired, Pray, Madam, have 
« you heard of or from Lady 2 
Guzman lately ? 
She ſmiled; and anſwered, «ye, Sir,” 
„ hope her Ladyſhip was well?“ 
« Very well, I thank you, Sir.“. 
At this moment her father appeared, 
and put an end to our converſation. 


Upon my honour, I do believe this di- | 
ſtreſſed friend to be neither more nor leſs. 
than Lady Jemima, though the cunning. 
nes baggage would not gratify my cu- 

| „n. 
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riofity ; but Why or how Lady Jemima 
mould be fo diſtreſſed as to draw tears 
from Julia Thornton, Lam totally at a loſs 
N or explain, as! | 

I believe I ſhall take a trip to The Park, 
and once more for the laſt time throw myſelf 
at her Ladythip'« I feet; when if the ſtill 
perfiſts in refuſing me, I will return hither 
and try what effects my eloquence and pro- 
- felons will produce on the penetrable hf. 
of Julia Thornton, 

och is the preſent plan of 


ES tab RES Yours, | | 
2 £4 a * 224 
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Felonel BELVILLE to Captain HILLGROVE. 


* — 


HOUGH: my heart, mind, may Ladd 
ſoul, are almoſt wholly engroſſed 


by one object, yet I cannot forbear firſt 


taking notice of the * letter I nebel 
from my dear ! 


— 4 


* * Sh F 
hy 
þ4 Wt 14531 ; w . 


of the _ two or three lines of this epiſtle, 
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Why do you upbraid yourſelf, my dear | 


Hillgrove ? You acted the part of a fincers E.” 


friend; [only was to blame. Nay, ſuppoſe 
Thad not married Lady Clara, might I not 


have been equally unhappy with ſome 


other flirting, e e 'of | 
quality & ee note 5 
As to Miſs Meadows—as ſhe Was then 
ſtiled—I could not at that time, for rea- 
ſons which I have explained | to you be- 
fore, think of offering myſelf to bet; and 
after 1 became / acquainted with her real - 


fituation in life, I certainly! never ſhould 
have owned my paſſion for her; unleſs ſhe 


had given me cauſe to think that I was not 


indifferent to her, IF, indeed, before Thad 


married Lady Clara, 1 had” heard what 
ſhe frankly, geberouſly confefſed in our 


laſt converfation But, avaunt, reflection! 


No mote of that. Let me, however; f 
dear friend; never more hear ybb upbraid 


yourſelf in fuch terms as you did imydur 
laſt, eb 6+ 27 how 


I Will now proceed to give you che grigin 


the 


— 


„ HISTORY oF 


IF the fngularity of which bas moſt probe 
bly excited your curioſity. 7 
_;Yeſterday morning at breakfaſt Lady 
Ciara turning to my ſiſter ſaid, % Pray, 
0 Matilda, have you had any anſwer from 
« the Marchioneſs de Guzman yet? 
No, ſiſter, I have not.“ 
: % That's rather ſtrange, isn't it? I wrote 
; « yeſterday to Lady Jemima to know the 
E - « reaſon of ber ſilence ; and at the ſame 
4 time told her, that if it was neither in- 
_ convenient nordiſagreeable, we propoſed 
-  * to make them a viſit.— ou have no 
& gbjeCtion, I dare ſay, Colonel?“ Good 
Heavens, Hillgrove ! I was petrified at 
this unexpected declaration: even my 
fiſter turned pale (though I can't con- 
Jecture Why or wherefore) . but at laſt, 
to my great relief, ſhe ſaid, Dear Lady 
& **.Clara, ſurely you are not in earneſt ?” 
2 Indeed but I am; and Why not, 
« pray?” - ak 
'« Becauſe I ſhould hive 1 you 


« were too much offended by their ſup- 
1 + 08 . 
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© poſed neglect, to invite = yourſel un · 
00 c aſked. e een | | * 
O lud! 1 I dare: ſay Jeni will give 
« me a ſufficient reaſon for her neglect; 
& don't you think io, Belville?“ 3 
Thus called upon, 1 was forced to an- 
ſwer, « I make no doubt of it, my dear: 
« but I muſt confeſs, the circumſtance 
« happens rather mal-a-propes at preſent, 
« as J eren Captain Husten VET 
« day.” | | N 
% Aye Well, that will ace no differ- 
&« ence, as I dare ſay he will be very wel- 
come; for you know he is a great fa · 
“ vourite with Lady Jemima.” 


Here ended our converſation upon. this 
ſubject for that time: a day or two after, 
however, while we fat at dinner, letters 
came to my wife and ſiſter. As ſoon as Lady 
Clara had read her's, ſhe exclaimed, £* Did 
I not tell you that Jemima would give a 
e ſufficient reaſon for her ſuppoſed ne- 
« glect? Here's a letter from her, Co- 
66 Jonel : Pray read it,” | 


* 


Gr 


I in- 


Is "UT: _ o* F 
4 ed Jaw 


fa e © 2 * for you, and you, wil 
perceive from it that we muſt go—Het 
Ladythip writes in a very gay, lively ſtyle, 
and ems in Stent fpirirs As to Lady 
Clara, ſhe is become quite another woman, 

and Her eyes ſparkle with new fire at the 
thoughts of het intended vifft. ftrive to 
appear equally pleaſed ant! fatisfied, tho? 
my looks give che lie to my heart; but 1 
am determined; let it co? me ever ſo dear, 
to keep up my ſpirits while at The Park. 

I hope to receive one more letter from 
you, to inform me what you propoſe doing: 
L have told you what Clara fays about 
your being a great favourite with Lady 
Jemima; though I will not abſolutely 
vouch for the authenticity of her aſſection. 
Farewell! 


es 2 "Fours, Ace. 
Ren HENRY BELVILLE. 
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LETTER ne. e 3 


Miss umvitys 5 I Ss : 


bete nn . Farm, 
; {87 2 
MY DEAR rver, "= 05 


8 HO ULD not have abi again to 
you ſo foon, were it not to inform you 


that we are going to pay vifit at Moſton 
Park. I regret the journey on my Þbro- 


ther's, though I am pleaſed with it on my 


" 


I 


own account, having heard muekofthena- 
tural beauties, as well as the ornamental 


improvements, of Its dalightful ſituation. 


The propoſal originated with Lady 
Clara; and I thought my brother appear- 
ed to be much confuſed when ſhe firſt 


mentioned it. Be it 1 it W weve 7 


We are to- 20. 2 
I cannot help Seeder very uneaſy Shak F 
Henry, his looks are ſo altered; from 


what they uſed to be. He viſibly falls 
away every day, and ſcarcely... eats. any 


caſineſs 


thing! in a ſhort, I am ſure ſome ſecret un- 


3 4 * 
wW 
\ $4 l 
8 * 


by eafinefs ; preys upon his 8 'T am ex- 
tremely concerned to add, that Lady Clara 


ſeems quite indifferent about him; for on 


my obſerving yeſterday to her how thin 
my brother was grown, ſhe only anſwered 


—earelefsly, Lord! is he ?” 


Why, don't you think fo e 


5 Upon my word, I have ſcarcely 
« logked, at him theſe two days.“ 


8 4 No =o it ann Lou amaze 
12 74 % mel“ 


. Why, Lord, child, 18 would: you 


i have me to do? One can't always be 
L looking at one's huſband. - If he is in, 
| OT bp eee 


I am really both. farpriſed and ſhocked 


at her conduct. Yeſterday ſhe only com- 


— 


plained of the head- ach, when if you had 


ſeen with what ſolicitude my brother hung 
- over her, you would have been amazed at 


her Ladyſhip's nonchalance, as ſhe received 


all his little tenderneſſes and aſuduities 
witch as much coldneſs as if they had been 


We 2 259 her by a1 an entire anger. - | 
Ba I am 


. . 


— 
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1 am very certain that nothing in his 
behaviour can have given her cauſe for 
ſuch groſs neglect, ſuch ſhameful indif. 
ference ; and if ſhe had proved a kind 
and affectionate wife, he never could or 


would have given another woman a place 
in the ſmalleſt corner of his heart. 


* 


Lee, my dear Lucy 
© Tours affeQionately, 


4. MATILDA BELVILLE., 


Vol. II. 
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| Captain HILLG ROVE to Colon BELVILLE. | 


ur DEAR inn, £ d Li 


1 Received yours e and am 

heartily grieved that the folly of 
Lady Clara has forced you to live, tho 
fũor a ſhort time, under the ſame roof with 
Lady Jemima. At the ſame time I am 
pleaſed to find there is ſo much other 
company in the houſe, as this will not 


only perhaps preſerve you from many 


embarraſſing awkward ſituations, but may 


alſo, by varying the ſcene, contribute 


_ equally to your amuſement and health. 
1 cannot ſufficiently commend” your reſo- 
lution of keeping up your ſpirits, and of 
appearing as chearful as poſſible. 
I now propoſe, inſtead of ſeeing you, 
to pay a viſit to Burton, as I cannot think 


of going to The Park uninvited. 


As to my being a favourite wich Lady 
- Jemima, I give the ſame credit to that aſ- 


| 155 ſertion 


— 


[ 
: 


fertion as I did to a former declaration of | 
Lady Clara, when ſhe faid 1256 n 
bated you. 


LADY JEMIMA GUZMAN. wo A 


Sz 
1 


We have no news here. Lis you any : 


in your part of the world) 1 propoſe di- 3 J 
recting this to your own houſe, as I fuß- 
poſe you will not have left! it before this $ 


can reach you. 


write upon, you cannot e it to be 
otherwiſe. 


Yours facerely, 


"2 2 
7+ £ 
4 
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